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ts THE LIFE OF 
| THE REV. JAMES HERVEY, M.A. 


” REGARD to eminent writings, TY : 4 
play genius, learning, orthodoxy, and piety, 


writer; and this deſire is the ſtronger, when theſe 
writings are not only truly excellent in themſelves, 
but are univerſally admired, or read by good 
people of all denominations, and calculated to pro- 
mote the beſt intereſts of mankind. Hence one is 
fond to know the Author in private life, how he 


naturally excites a deſire to be acquainted with the 


ſpent his time, how be ſuſtained his character as a 


public teacher of religion, what influence the doc- 
trines of grace, which he ſo warmly inculeated on 
others, had on his own-heart and converſation; and, 
finally, how he cloſed the laſt ſcene. Abundant 

ſatisfaction, as to all thoſe particulars, will be ob- 
tained from the following account. e ee 


Mr. JIauxs Hervey was born on Friday the 26th 
of February 1713-14, at Hardingſtone, a country- 
village, one mile from Northampton; his father 
being then miniſter of the pariſh of Collingtree, 
within two miles of Hardingſtone. His firſt in- 
ſtruction was from his mother, who taught him 
his letters, and to read. Under her tuition he con- 
tinued till he was ſeven years of age; when he was 
ſent, as aday-ſcholar, to the free grammar-ſchool 
at Northampton, of which the Rev. Mr. Clarke, 
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Vicar of St. Sepulchre s, in the laid town, was at 
that time maſter. 


At this ſchool he rewulaed till he was ſeventeen 
years old, and learned the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages; in which his genius and memory would 


have enabled him to have made a much earlier 
progreſs. if it had not been prevented by his ſchool- 
maſter, who would not ſuffer him, or any of his 
ſcholars, to learn faſter than his own fon. Whilſt 
Mr. Hervey was at ſchool, though be ſhewed a re- 
markable dexterity at all the innocent games uſual 


among children; yet he had a perfect mdifference 


for the acquiſitions he made by his 1kill in theſe 


games, which he Prague only for exercife and 


_ amuſement. 
in the year 1731, at the age of Wendet ie was 
= ſent by his father to the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
entered of Lincoln college there, under the tuition 
of the Rev. Mr. Hutchins, now Doctor, and Rec- 
tor of that college. He reſided in the Univerſity 
'  feven years, and took the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. The firſt two or three years were ſpent by 
him with ſome degree of indolence, or rather lefs 
application to his ſtudies than he afterwards uſed: 


but in 1733, about his nineteenth year, becoming 


acquainted with ſome perſons, who began to dif- 
_ tingniſh themſelves by their ſerious impreſſions of 


religion, and their zeal for the promotion of it, he 
was engaged, by their influence, in a ſtricter at- 
tachment both to piety and learning. He made 


himſelf maſter of Dr. James Keill's Anatomy, Pr. 
Derham's Phyſico theology and Aſtro-theology, 
the SpeFacle de la Nature, [Nature Diſplayed}, 
as tranſſited by Mr. Humpbreys; which laft work 
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leſs delighted by the Eſay on Pope's Odyſſey, written 
by the Rev. Mr. Spence, now Prebendary of Dur- 
ham; to which elegant and judicious diſcourſe 
Mr. Hervey often acknowledged.that he owed more 
of his improvement in ſtyle and compoſition, than 
to any other which he had ever read. 

In 1534, at the perſuaſion of a much- valued 
friend, be began to learn the Hebrew language, 
without any teacher, by the Weſtminſter grammar 


| itſelf; but ſoon found that grammar too conciſe 


and difficult for the inſtruction of a learner ; and 
therefore then diſpaired of ever attaining a com - 
petent knowledge in the Hebrew, though he after. 
wards made himſelf ſo thorough a maſter of chat 
ſacred language. 


It appears from his Letters to bis öder a in May 5 


and 7734. that though he then ſhewed a pions and 


ſerious turn; yet theſe Letters either ſpe:k a lan- 


guage different from. free grace, for which we find 
he was afterwards ſo powerful an advocate, or at 
leaſt they treat very confuſedly of it. The truth 
1s, he was then a ſtranger to, and had ſtrong pre - 
poſſeſſions againit the doctrine of juſtification, by 
faith in imputed righteouſneſs. And heacknow- 
ledges, in a note on bis Deſcant upon Creation, 


that Mr. Jenks's excellent treatiſe, entitled, Sub- 


miſſion te the Righteuuſneſs of God, was th inſtru - 
ment of removing his prgjoriees and reflueng him 
to a better judgment. 

He entered into holy anda as ſoon as his 380. 
and the canons of the church, would allow. And 
though the preciſe time of his taking orders eannot 
be aſcertained, yet it appears to have been in the 


end of 1736, or beginning of 1737 at leall, it ap- 


peurs ow one of his Niers that he bad a e ; 
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adde begioning of the latter year, Whillt he 


was at Oxford, he had a ſmall exhibition of about 
20 l. a-year; and when he was ordained, lis fa- 
ther preſſed him very much to take ſome curacy 
in or near Oxford, and to hold his exhibition: but 


this he would by no means comply with, thinking 


it an injuſtice to detain it, after he was in orders, 
from another perſon, who might more want the 
benefit of that proviſion. On his leaving Oxford 


in 1736, he went to his father, and became his cu» 


rate. lle afterwards went to London; and, after 
ſtaying ſome time there, became curate at Dum-. 
mer. Here he continued about twelve months; 
nnd, upon his leaving that curacy, in the year 1738, 
he was invited and went to Stoke-Abbey, in De- 


vonſnire, the ſeat of his worthy friend, Paul Or- 


_ chard, Eſq. Here he lived vpwards of two years, 
in great eſteem and friendſhip with that worthy 

gentleman, who valued him very much for his 
piety. A remarkable proof of the great regard he 
had for him on that account he ſhewed on the 
following oceaſion. When his eldeſt fon, the preſent 
Paul Orchard, Efq. to whom the ſecond volume 


of his Meditations is dedicated, was to be baptized, 


be inſiſted that Mr. Hervey ſhould be one of his 
godfathers, that he might have an eye to his Chri- 
ftian eduration; and this he did, in preference to 
many gentlemen of large eſtates in that neighbour - 
hood, who would have thought themſelves ho- 


noured to have ſtood ſponſors for Mr. Orchard's | 


In the year 1740 he undertook the curacy of 
Biddeford, fourteen miles from Stoke Abbey, 
where he lived greatly beloved by his people. His 
congregation was large, though his ſtipend was 
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ſmall: his friends, therefore, made a collection year- 
ly for him, which raiſed his income to 60 /. per 
annum, ſo highly did they eſteem him, At Bidde- 
ford he was curate about two years and a half, 
and remained ſo until there was a new reQor of that 
church, who diſmiſſed Mr. Hervey from his curacy, 
againſt the united requeſts of his pariſhioners, who 
offered to maintain him at their own expenſe. 
During the time that Mr. Hervey lived in the Welt, 
viz, from 1738 till the latter end of 1743. his 

family heard very little of him, by reaſon of the 

great diſtance he was from them; though he la- 

boured diligently in the ſervice of his Maſter. 


Here it was that he planned his Meditations, and 


probably wrote ſome part of them. He ſays in his 
firſt volume of Meditations, that it was on a ride 
to Kilkhampton, in Cornwall, that he went into 
the church, where he lays the ſcene of his Medi- 
tations among the Tombs, *** 
In Auguſt 1743, or thereabonts, he returned 
from Biddeford to Weſton- Favell, leaving behind 
him many diſconſolate friends, and officiated as eu- 
rate to his father. Here he paid the greateſt at- 
tention to his duty, and faithfully preached the 
goſpel of Chriſt, 1 . . 
The firſt of his writings which raiſed the at- 
tention of the public, was his Meditations among 
the Tombs, Reflections on a Flower-garden, =F 


a Deſcant on Creation, publiſhed in Feb. 1745-6. 


Of this kind of writing we had before an example 
from no leſs a man than the great philoſopher Mr. 
Boyle“, in his Occaſional Reflections on ſeveral Sub- 
Jedts, written in his younger years. | 


* See Boyle's Life, by the late Dr. Birch. 10 
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Mr. Hervey's performance was ſo well received 
by the public, that it has already paſſed through 
about twenty, editions in London, beſides a great 


containing Contemplatior:s on the Night, and Starry 
Heaven, and, 4 Waiter Piece, was publiſhed in 
Divabigrobdin #517 51.5 cont bein ſ att Name: 


friends judging that the change of air might be of 
| benefit to him, they formed. a deſign, which they 
executed, of conveying: him to London, under a 
pretence of his riding a few miles in a friend's poſt» 
chaiſe, who was going thither; and of which he plea · 
 ſanily complains in a letter, dated June 28, 1750, 
to a friend, upon his arrival there. , © 
He Raid in London until April or May 175 2, 
during which time he was viſited with a fevere ſiek- 
nels, which had well nigh put a-period to his painful 


here are few, books in the Engliſh language, which 
in ſo ſhort a time have ever paffed through ſuck numerous 
aud very large editions, as Me. Horvey's Meditations; 
which nat antly pleaſe, but improve us; and were writtei 
with a view of familiarizing to our minds thoſe ſublime ob- 
jects, which will be the $rUD Y and DELIGHT of a glort- 
ous ETERNITY. How many have they aspera 
tertained in their retirements and lonely walks, and how 
allen elevated them to thoſe lofty heights, from- whence 
they could looks down on all things below (the delights of 


through them, and they tend to inculeate ſome of the moſt 
_ diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel, fach as the neceſſity 
ok regeneration, the utter impotency of fallen man to help 
himſelf, the efficacy of the grace of God for that purpoſe, 


. 


many in Scotland and Ireland. A ſecond volume, 
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in Jone 1930, bis healeh being eh inpeired 
by his great aztention to duty; and his family and 


life. Bur he recovered; and, upon his father's death 


en- 


ood men's friendſhip excepted) with an eaſy indifference! Þ 
A (train of the moſt ſerious piety and ardent devotion runs 


and the juſtification of a guilty ſinner through faith in the 


| blood of Chriſt. 
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in 1752, he returned to Weſton, where be con- 
ſtantly refided till his death. _ 

Mr. Hervey took his degree of Maſter of Arts 5 
at Cambridge, in 1752, when he entered at Clare - 
hall; and as he was of ſufficient ſending at Oxford, 
he ſtaid only the few days required. by the W 
to perform the univerſity exereiſe. 

It may be thought ſtrange, that he who had re» 


fuſed to hold his exhibition at Oxford, along with 


a curacy, ſhould, upon his father's death, accept " 
the two livings of Welton-Favell and Collmgtree, 
and hold. them during his life. It was very far 


ſcom being his choice, and it was what he bad for 


a long time refuſed, to do. He was determined 
. being a pluraliſt; and notwithſtanding his 
father kept him at Oxford, with a deſign that he 
ſhould take bis degree of Maſter of Arts, and con- 
ſtantly urged: him to do it; yet he could nat be 
perſoaded to yield to ſuchſa requeſt, tho“ he was of 


a ſufficient ſtanding to have taken the ſame, locking 
upon that ſtep as a qualification intended for his 


future holding both Bis father's livings. When his 
father died, he remained determined to have Weſton- 
Favell only: and this he frequently declared to hies 
family and friends, and refuſed to accept of Col- 
lingtree; ori td qualify hiaifelf for the ſame; inſo- 
much that it was in danger of lapſing to the Bi- 
ſhop. But at length, — the earneſt and con- 


tant entreaties of his family, and of bis friends, 


who, unknown to him, had ſent to, and procured 


| from. Oxford, the necefſary certificates of his being 


a Bachelor of Arts, in order to his N his Ma- 
ter's degree at Cambridge, he was, after much 
importunity, prevailed an to comply with their re- 
queſts, hoping that he nught be thereby enabled 


upon Dr. Thomas, the then Biſhop of Peterbo- 
rough, for inſtitution to Collingtree, which was 
near ſix months after ke had been inducted into 


will be ſurpriſed to ſee James Hervey come to 
i defire your Lordſhip to permit him to be a plu | 
% raliſt; but I aſſure you 1 dv it to ſatisfy the re- 


= peated ſolicitations of my mother and wy aſter, 
| and not to pleaſe myſelf.” 


Lord Bolingbroke's Letters on the ſludy and uſe of | 
Hiſtory, ſo far as they relate to the hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament, and eſpecially to the caſe of Noah, de- 
nouncing a curſe Nen Canaan : In a letter toa a lady 

1 5 of quality“. 


tation of the Rev. Dr. John Browne, Archdeacon 
of Northampton, at All-Saints church in that town; 
he permitted it, the ſame year, for the benefit of a 
poor diſeaſed child, to be printed, under the title 
of The Croſs of Chrift the Chriſtian's Glory. He had 


| church, which he had been ſolicited to print; but 
could not then be prevailed upon to do it: but fince | 
his death it has been publiſhed under the title of 


in Northampton, has publiſhed, by way of ſupplement to 
tbis piece of Mr. Hervey's, a Vindication. of the Evidences 
and Authenticity of the Goſpel, from the Objections of the 
7 late Lord Bolingbroke, 


: t ons raiſcd againſt it by ſome inconſiderate n wi be 
1 . OT SONG IO TOO A TO . $3594 
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todo fo conch the more good. And when he waited 


Weſton, he ſaid to him, I ſappoſe your Lordſhip } 
In November 1752, he publiſhed his Kn on Si 


The year following. having been called upon to | 
preach, on the ioth of May, the ſermon at the vi- 


preached before this another ſermon at the fame 


The Miniſtry of Reconciliation, &c. +. | 
»The Rey. Mr. Peter Whalley, Vicar of St. Sepulchre' $ 


' + A defence of this ſermon, from the groundleſs objec- 


REV. MR. JAMES HERVEY. 1 


The ſame year he wrote a Recommend 2 y pre- 
face to Burnham's Pious Memorials ; or, The Power 


d 
rn 
s Religion on the mind in fickneſs, and at death; 
o exemplified by the expertence of many eminent perſons 

p Rat theſe important ſeaſons, , © 
o His Theron and Aſpaſie, publiſhed in Jan. 1955, 
-in three volumes Octavo, met with the ſame ap- 
:- probation from the public as his Meditations ; and 
r, Ithe demand for this work likewiſe was very un- 

common; it having paſled through three editions 


in one year *. 


L "OHSS i 2Þ0;55 
ln 1756. Mr. Hervey being informed of the de- 
Id Flign of reprinting The Go/pel-myftery Sanctißea- 
ion, by the Rev. Mr. Walter Marſhall, and of 


prefixing to it, by way of recommendation, what 
e had ſaid in its favour in Theron and Aſpaſio, 
She wrote a letter, dated Nov. 5. 1956, to his book- 
eller, giving his conſent, and enlarging on that 
ecommendation. This he did the more readily, as 
Mr. Marſhall's book might (for ſo he has declared) 


| * This is the moſt valuable book, written in any lan- 
ad tuage. on that grand and diſtipguiſhing doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity, the juſtification of a ſmner before God by the righte- 

me Wouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him; which ſpreads itfelf thro' 
wut tbe whole fyſtem of divinity; and which Luther juſtly calls 
ice M Axticnlus flantis vel c adent is. Lccleſia. In Mr. Hervey's own words, 
of The beauty and excellency of the Scripiures, the ru and 
. * depravity of human nature, —its happy recovery, ſounded 

| on the atonement, and effected by the Spirit of Chriſt, — 
re: ae ſome of the chief points vindicated, illuſtrated, and 
t to applied in this Work.— but the grand article, that which 
ces makes the principal figure, is the IMPUTED RIGHTE- 
the E** ous x x58 of our divine Lord; from whence ariſes our 

_ R&< juſtification before God, and our title to every heavenly 
jec- bleſſing: An article which, though eminent for its im- 
be ! portance, ſeems to be little underſtood, and leſs regarded; 
44 A not much miſtaken, and almoſt forgotten,” 
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ve looked upon as no (improper fupplement to the 
Dialogues and Letters contained in Theron and 
Aſpaſio. 


His Theron and Apatio was chend by fored 


writers, particularly by Mr. Robert Sandeman, a 
Congregational preacher at Edinburgh, in a book, 
entitied, Letters on Theron and Aſpaſfo ; wherein 
the doctrine of the goſpel, under the title of Th 
popular Doctrine, is molt abominably miſrepreſent- 
ed, and its tendency aſperſed. The Arminians too 
- objected to that work; and Mr. John Wefley in par- 
ticular wrote againſt it. Mr. Cudworth wrote 2 
defence of Theron and Aſpaſio; and Mr, David 
__ Wilſon, miniſter of the Scots rags. or in Bow. 
lane, London, publiſhed a book, entitled, Palermo: 
Creed reviewed, &c. in which he vindicates'Mr.fHer- 
ve) 's doctrine, and expoſes that of Mr. Sandeman. 
Mr. Hervey's own-Defence of Theron andA ſpaſia 


7 againſt the objections of Mr. John Weſley, wastran: 


_ ſcribed fair for the preſs from his ſhort-hand copy, 
within a few pages; and would have been publiſh. 
ed in a volume of the fame ſize with Theron and 
Aſpaſio, had he lived a few weeks longer, The 
manuſcript was left in the poſſeſſion of 15 brother 
Mr. William Hervey, wine-merchant in Miles, 
I. ane, London; who publiſhed it in 1766, for the 


reaſons given by him in a preface prefixed to it*. þ 


In Augult 1757. Mr. Hervey obliged the public 
with three ſermons, preached by him on the late 
7 Pare faſt- days. To which, in the third edition, in 


- * This treatiſe contains the beſt, the moſt *evangelical, 
. and the moſt elaborate account of that righteouſoeſs which 
is imputed to a ſinner for his juſtification; and will be read 
with the higheſt delight, by every one that adorcs we 508 
"of God as the Lord #67 TONS hes 
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e759, were added his viſitation- ſermon, preached 
ain 1753 ; bis poſthumous ſermon on the Miniſtry 

of Reconciliation: and his Conſiderations on the pre- 
al vailing Cuſtom of viſiting on Sundays. In a po- 
ſterior edition of theſe were given his Remarks on 
Lord Bolingbroke's Letters, and a treatiſe on We 
0 Religious Education of Daughters “. | | 
„In the ſame year, likewiſe, he publiſhed a new 
edition of his favourite author, Mr. Jenks's Medita- 
_— in two volumes octavo; to which be wrote 
a very ſtrong recommendatory preface, ſhewing 
the uſe of thoſe e- and the reaſons for 
ſuch republication F. 

He intended to have wrote a treatiſe on 1 Goſpel- 
holineſs, as a ſupplement to Theron and Aſpaſio; 
and actually wrote a very excellent and judicious 
plan of it, which he communicated in letters to 
ſome of his correſpondents ; but he did not live to 
finiſh it, to the very great loſs of the public. - +: - 

His labours, both in his miniſterial office, and in 
his ſtudy, were purſued by him as long as poſſible, 
under the diſadvantage of a very weak conſtitution 
of body; which, together with the ſeverity of his 
laſt illneſs, he ſupported not only with incredible 


5 Theſe Sr and tracts are lo valuable 5 excellent, 5 
chat every one who reads them will lament that he did 
not enrich the library of Chriſtianity with more of thoſe 
precious treaſures; which ſhew the accompliſhed gentleman, 
the learned ſcholar, the orthodox divine, the pious Chri- 
ſtian, the champion for the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the foe to ſelſ· dependence, and every ſpccies 
of vice and infidelity. 

+ This Preface, with that to Burham's Pious Memorials, 


one to the publiſher of Mr. Traill's Works, Sc. Cc. are an- 
nexcd to his Tracks, Edin. Edit. of bis Works, 6 vols 2400s ; 
Yor. . e 


bis Letter to the publiſher of Marſhall on Sanctification, 
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| genie bat without a angle expreſiicn of peeviſh- ; 
neſs. That illneſs had long been coming on him; 
but greatly increaſed in the beginning of October 5 
1758, and grew very formidable in the December 
following. For on Sabbath, the 3d of that month, 
in the evening, after prayer in his family, he ſeem- |? 
ed to be arreſted by the meſſenger of death; ſo that 

| the united aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant, with ü 
difficulty, enabled him to get upſtairs into his room, | 
from whence he never came down. His illneſs gain- 
ing ground every day, he ſoon became ſenſible that 
his end was approaching. He had frequent and 
violent returns of the cramp, which gave him moſ| 
acute pain. He had likewiſe a hectic cough, which | 

_ afflicted him ſo grievouſly in the night, that he could 
ſeldom lie in bed till four“ in the morning: and 
Vas often obliged to riſe at two, eſpecially as opium 
(how much ſoever guarded by other medicines) 
would not agree with him. On the 15th of that, 
month he complained of a pain in his fide; for 
which, at his own deſire, he was blooded, though 7 
his phy ſician Dr. Stonehouſe, in whom he placed 


: in the ſummer. | 
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the greateſt confidence, had objected to it, appre- 


hlending him too weak to bear any evacuation off 
that kind —When the ſurgeon came, he could], 
| ſcarcely perceive any pulſation, and therefore took 
away no more than four ounces of blood; intima-} 
ting to his relations and friends that the caſe was 


deſperate, and that he had blooded him very unwil- 
lingly, and merely to ſatisfy Mr. Hervey's deſire, 


who had ſome hope that the pain might poſſibly 
be relieved by it. His curate, the Rev. Mr. Abra- 


* When Mr. Hervey was in tolerable health, he rarely 
Jay i in bed after fix, even in the winter; and roſe Ril earlic 
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ham Maddock, being much with him in the after= 


noon of that day, Mr. Hervey ſpoke to himin ſtrong 
and pathetic terms of his aſſurance of faith, and of 
the great love of God in Chriſt. O!“ ſaid he, 


| « what has Chriſt, how much has Chriſt, done for 
me; and how little have I done for ſo loving a 
1 * Saviour If I preached even once a- week, it was 


« at laſt a burden to me. I have not viſited the 


2 people of my pariſh as I ought to have done; 


„ and thus have preached, as it were, from houſe | 


arch 
arliet 


; to houſe, I have not taken every opportunity of 
2 © ſpeaking for Chriſt.” 


Theſe expreſſions being veetaagied: with tears, 


which were too viſible not to be obſerved; and leit 
his tears ſhould be miſtaterpreted, as they had been 
converſing about his expected end, and of his aſſu- 

rance of happineſs, he proceeded thus: Do not 

think that I am afraid to die. I aſſure you l am 

„ not, I know what my Saviour hath done for 

ame, and | want to be gone. But | wonder and 
lament to think of the love of Chriſt in doing 
2 * ſo much for me; and how little | have done for 
him.“ And in another converſation, diſcourſing 
likewiſe of his approaching diſſolution, which he 
did with the utmoſt calmneſs and ſerenity; and 
of the little which we know of God's word; he 
ſaid, © How many precious texts are there big 


« with the moſt rich truths of Chriſt, which we 
cannot comprehend, which we know nothing of; 


and of theſe we do know, how few do we re- 
member? Bonus textuarius eft bonus theologur. = 


A good textuary is a good divine; and that is the 
«* armour ; the word oft God is the ſword. Thoſe | 
« texts are the weapons which I muſt uſe when 
" that ſubtle ſpirit, that arch- adverſary of man» 
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« kind, comes to tempt and fift me in my laſt con- 


« flict. Surely I had need be well provided with 
« theſe weapons; | had need have my quiver full 
« of them, to anſwer Satan with texts out of the 
% word of God, when he affaults me. Thus did 
« Chriſt when he was tempted in the wilderneſs,” 
On the 19th, the pains of his body abated, and 
he grew drowly and lethargic; but in the night 

_ following his immediate death was apprehended. F 
The next day, the 2oth, he was viſited by Dr. 
_ Stonehouſe, who declared that, in his opinion, Mr. 
Hervey could not live above three or four days.] 
And erg rn to ſpeak of the many conſolations| 


through Chriſt, which a good man enjoys in the 


proſpect of death, and diſcourſing on the emptineÞ 
ef worldly honour to an immortal, and on the un- 
profitubleneſs of riches to the irreligious, Mr. Her. 
vey replied, “ True, Doctor, true: the only valu-F 


able treaſures are in heaven. What would it 
„ avail me now to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury! 
«© Diſeaſe would ſhew no reſpect tomy mitre. That 
«6 prelate “ is not only very great, but I am told 
* he has religion really at heart. Yet it is godli- 
n gneſs, and not grandeur, that will avail him here- 
after. The goſpel is offered to me a poor country 
parſon the ſame as to his Grace. Chriſt makes no 
« difference between us. Oh! why then do mini- 


«« ſters thus neglect the charge of ſo kind a Saviour; Þ 
« fawn upon the great, and hunt after worldliy 


a preferments with ſo much eagerneſs, to the dil. 
grace of our order? Theſe, theſe are the things, 
«« Doctor, and not our poverty, or obſcurity, which 
render the clergy ſo juſtly contemptible to the 


- * The late Dr. Thomas Secker, who died Aug: 3. 136k 
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« worldlings. No wonder the ſervice of our Church, 


e grieved I am to ſay it, is become ſuch a formal 


lifeleſs thing, ſince it is, alas! too generally exe- 


% cuted by perſons dead to godlineſs in all their 
i converſation ; whoſe indifference to religion, and 
% worldly-minded behaviour, proclaim the little 
regard they pay to the doctrines of the Lord 
ho bought them,” 5 1 5 


When the Doctor was going away, Mr Hervey, 


'Þ with great tenderneſs, obſerved to him, that as not 


long ago he had a dangerous fall from his horſe, 
by which he was much bruiſed; and as he had been 
lately ill, and then looked very pale, he hoped he 
2 would think on theſe narrow eſcapes, fo often fatal 
to others, as a kind of warning from God to him, 
and remember them as ſuck; adding, How care- 
ful ought we to be to improve thoſe years which 


ic remain, at a time of life when but few can re- 
* man for ee „„ 
The day before his death Mr. Hervey went a 


few ſteps acroſs his room; but immediately finding 


his ſtrength failing him, he ſunk, rather than fell, 
down; his fall being broken by his filter, who, ob- 
ſerving his weakneſs, ran and caught him; but he 5 
fainted away, and was in all appearance dead, it 


being a conſiderable time before any pulſe could 


be perceived. When he came to himſelf, his bro- 
ther, Mr. Wiliam Hervey, who was come from 


TO London to viſit him, ſaid, © We were afraid you 


« was gone.” He anſwered, © I wilh 1 had.” And 
well he might with ſo, for his ſtrength was quite 


* Dr. Stonchouſe and Mr. Hervey being then between 2 
forty and fifty years old. The Doctor lately entered into 
boly orders in the Church of England, aud has got a good + 


hving in the countix. 
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exhauſted, his body extremely emaciated, and hi; ; 


bones ſo ſore that he could not bear any one to 
touch him, when it was neceſſary to move him 
about, Yet, under all this calamity, he was ever 


Praiſing God for his mercies“, and for enduing him 
with patience 7. . i 
On the 25th, (Chriſtmas day), on which he died, 
Mr. Maddock paying him his morning-viſit, Mr 
| Hervey lifted up his head, and opened Nis eyes, as 


he ſat in his eaſy chair, (for he could not lie in] 
bed), to ſee who it was, and ſaid, ** Sir, I cannot] 
talk with you.“ He complained much all this“ 

day of a great inward conflict which he had, lay - 


7j arr art tt gh WWE 


ing his hand upon his breaſt, and ſaying, © O! you} 
know not how great a conflict I have!“ During 


this time he almoſt conſtantly lifted up his eyes 
towards heaven, with his hands claſped together, 
in a praying form, and ſaid two or three times, 


„When this great conflict is over, then—” but 


ſaid no more; though it was underſtood he meant] 


that then he ſhould go to rel. „ 
Dr. Stonehouſe came to him about three hours 
beſore he expired. Mr. Hervey urged ſtrongly and 


He never received a bit of lemon to moiſten his mouth 
without thanking God for his bounty and goodneſs, in ere - 
— and refreſhments to a ſick and decaying 


ating ſo many he 
bod F 


IA few years ago Mr. Hervey had a terrible fever at his 
brother William's houſe, in which he had ſeveral bliſters. 
On this occaſion Mr. William Hervey wrote as follows to one 
__ of his intimate friends. My brother is indeed an example 


© ſevere illneſs) one ſingle word of peevithneſs.—I am pers 
*« ſnaded he prays for you, and remembers you, now he 
„lies ſick upon his bed. | hope this will find you and 
« yours well, walking in the fear uf the Lord, and the 
"8" comforts of his Holy: Spin” End fin: 


of patience, —He has not ſpoke (during the whole of hf 
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affectionately to the Doctor the importance and 
care of his everlaſting concerns, as here is no abid- 
ing place; and entreated him not to be overcharg- 
ed with the cares of this life *, but to attend, amidſt 


the multiplicity of his buſineſs, to the © one thing 


„ needful f:“ 


Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure, | 

And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor f. Pors, 

The DoQor ſeeing the great difficulty and pain 
with which he ſpoke, (for he was almoſt ſuffocated 


with phlegm and frequent vomitings), and finding, 
dy his pulſe, that the pangs of death were then 
coming on, deſired that he would ſpare himſelf. 
No,“ ſaid he, © Doctor, no: you tell me | have 
but a few moments to live, O let me ſpend 


them in adoring our great Redeemer!” He then 


; repeated the 26th verſe of P/al. Ixxiii. Though my 
* fleſh and my heart fail me, yet God is the flrength 
/ my heart, and my portion for ever. And he expa- 


tiated in a molt ſtriking manner on theſe words of 
Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. All things are yours : life 


and death; for ye are Chrif(s |. Here,“ ſays he, 


« js the treaſure of a Chriſtian. Death is reckoned 


| « among this inventory; and a noble treaſure it 


« is, How thankſul am I for death, as it is the 
* paſſage through which I paſs to the Lord and 
« Giver of eternal life! and as it frees me from all 
« this miſery you now ſee me endure, and which 


* Gee Luke xxi. 34. T Luke x. 42. LSE 
Mr. Hervey uſed frequently to repeat theſe lines with 
ſuch an emphaſis, and ſignificant look, as conveyed their im- 
portant meaning in a manner not caſily to be forgot. RE 
| "This N is illuſtrated in a very inſtructive manner 
by Dr. Doddridge, in his Family Expoſitur, and contains the 
{ubſtance of what Mr. Hervey ſaid, and to which he referred, =» 
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„L am willing to endure, as long as God think: 
„ fit; for I know he will by and by, in his own 
„good time, diſmiſs me from the body. Theſe 
„ hight afflictions are but for a moment, and then 
 « comes an eternal weight of glory! O! welcome, 

welcome, death! Thou mayeſt well be reckon- 
ed among the treaſures of the Chriſtian. To live 
is Chriſt, but to die is gain.“ After which, as the 
Doctor was taking his final leave of him, Mr. Her. 
vey expreſſed great gratitude for his viſits, though ? 
it had been long out of the power of medicines io 
cure him. He then pauſed a little, and with great 
ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his countenance, though 
the pangs of death were upon him, being raiſed ? 
a little in his chair, repeated thoſe words, Lord, now | 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to | 
thy moſt holy and comfortable word, for mine eyes | 
' have ſeen thy precious ſalvation. ** Here, Doctor, 
is my cordial ! What are all the cordials given 
to ſupport the dying in compariſon of that 
* which ariſes from the promiſes of ſalvation by 
„ Chriſt? This, this ſupports me.“ About three 
_ o'clock he ſaid, The great conflit is over.— 
Now all is done.” After which he ſcarce ſpoke F 
any other words intelligibly, except now and then 

precious falvation! pr TO | 
During the Jaſt hour he ſaid nothing, but leaned 
his head againſt the ſide of an eaſy chair, and with- | 
out a ſigh, groan, ſtruggle, or the leaſt emotion | 
in the world, he ſhut his eyes, and died, between | 
four and five in the afternoon, on Chriſtmas-day 
1758, in the forty-fifth year of his age. — God 
grant that we may all live the life, and die the 
death, of the righteous; and that our laſt end may 
"MNATT Goo on 8 - 
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When his body was conveyed to church, it was 


covered, by his expreſs deſire, with the poor's pal}, 


and he was buried under the middle of the com- 


Imunion- table in the chancel of Weſton-Favell 
church, on Friday Dec. 28. in the preſence of a 
numerous congregation, full of regret for the loſs 
of ſo excellent a paſtor. His funeral was indeed a 


- I moſt awful and very affecting ſight, —Mr. Maddock 


his curate, who buried him, was himſelf in tears. 
Some were wringing their hands, others ſobbing, 
many were ſilently weeping, but all were inward- 
ly and ſincerely grieved, as their looks ſufficiently 

I teſtified ;—and his attendants then bore a viſible 

2 witneſs that he had not been altogether unſer- 
viceable in his generation.— The poor thankfully 
Z acknowledged it; and, as they looked into his 


grave, ſeemed to ſay within themſelves, © There 


lies the man whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the 


: « conſtant relief of my various diſtreſſes; who ten- 


% derly viſited my languiſhing bed, and readily 
2Z* ſupplied my indigent circumſtances.” —Others, 
once ignorant and ungodly, looked at his grave, 
and ſeemed by their expreſſive ſighs to ſay, «© Here 
are the laſt remains of that ſincere friend au 

= © watched fer my ſoul, -| trembletothink into what 
irretrievable ruin I might quickly have been 
« plunged, had not his faithful admonitions and 
repeated exhortations arreſted me in the wild 


career, [ was then unacquainted with the go- 


© © ſpel of peace; but now, enlightened by his inſtruc- 


« tions, I ſee the all-ſufficiency of my Saviour. 
% His diſcourſes are ſtill warm on my heart, and L 
« truſt will be more and more operative on my 


Sede Meditations among the Tombs. 
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It may truly be ſaid of Mr. Hervey, that fey 


more triumphant. 


His character, both in his public my private 


: capacity, was of the moſt exemplary kind. 
As a miniſter, he performed all the duties off 
that office with the greateſt ſtrictneſs. In the pul-F 


lives have ever been more heavenly, and few deaths" 
| He died in the Lord, and i 
now at reſt; vhers even the wicked ceaſe frenf 
troubling. His name is recorded in the annals dd g” 
eternity; and the honours conferred on him by 
Chriſt will for ever continue blooming and incor-Þ 
ruptible i in the world of glory. 


pit he was earneſt and fervent, and ſhewed that he . 


felt the efficacy of what he preached. Nor did he 


think it ſufficient to preach on the Lord's day only, 
but ſet up a weekly lecture every Wedneſday even- 
ing“, at Weſlon-Favell church, which was very 
well attended. His zeal for the performance of | 
his duty was, however, for ſome time before he 
died, much interrupted by the ill Rate of his health, 
Which would not permit him perſonally to take. 
due care even of the pariſh of Weſton, where he 
reſided. —A circumſtance that gave him inexpre(-W 
| fible concern. —The laſt two or three years of his 
life he could ſcarce do any thing more than 
| preach once on the Lord's day, when people from 
many miles around flocked to hear him. His 
Wedneſday evening- lecture at ſeven he diſconti- 


nued for the laſt year. He had not been able for 


ſome time to W at Collingtree, or to viſu 


4 This leckure was held during the winter half. year at 


| ſeven, as it did not then interfere with the work of the la- 
| bouring people; and he illuminated the church out of his 


own pocket, not bein to 01 the FR» to any additi 


2 2 e + 


pariſhioners at their own houſes *, as his cuſtom 
Had been: but he encouraged them to come to 


would ſpeak with a force and propriety peculiar 
bel to himſelf. He would frequently lament his inabi- 
ity to ſerve his people, comparing himſelf to a 


"| bleeding diſabled ſoldier, and only not lain. 
ately te always preached without notes, except on 
ſome very particular occaſions; but his method 
oll vas judicious, clear, and not incumbered with too 
ul. many ſubdiviſions. His weakneſs rendering him for 


t hel ſeveral months before his death incapable of ſpeak- 
hel ing to his congregation as uſual, he ſhortened his 
diſcourſes, and took a moſt uſeful method of 
nculcating his inſtructions: for after he had ex- 
pounded his text, and divided his ſermon into two 
off eads, (rarely into more, and never zxceedin 


hel three), he would ſpeak briefly, and at the conclu- 
1th, {on of each head enforce what he had ſaid by a 


pertinent text of Scripture, deſiring his congrega- 


4 otheir Bibles, and double down that text, © Now,) 
hi; (added he, my dear brethren, if you forget m 


rom text, unleſs you wilfully throw your Bibles aſide, 


His!“ Shew theſe to your children, or the abſent part 
nti- of your family, when you return home.” Then 
for he gave a ſtriking exhortation, and at the end of 
viſu it another text for them to double down; ſo that 
they had always three texts: in order to their find. - 


ar at * Weſton-Favell and Collingtree, the two family: livings, 


e la-Ware within five meaſured miles of each other; which Mr. 


Hervey and his curate uſed to attend alternately, till his ill 
dit ¶ health confincd him entirely to Weſton-Favell. 


him, and to converſe freely on the ſubjects relating 
o their eternal intereſts; and on ſuch occaſions he 


# ſermon, you cannot forget God's word in this 


1 f | oft 
tion (which was generally very numerous) to turg 4&7 724 
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8 ing of which be pauſed in the pulpit two or r thre 


minutes. This method was attended with another! 


good effeft :—it obliged the generality of his hear. 
ers to bring their Bibles along with them; for 
thoſe who were without a Bible loſt the benefit of 
the texts, and were unemployed,while the majority, 
who had one, were buſy in looking for the Fpallaga 
referred to in his ſermon. 
fle endeavoured as much as poſſible. to diveſt 
: himſelf i in his public diſcourſes of his uſual elegan- 
cy of ſty le, and to adapt his language to the low. 
| eſt capacity. In this he followed the example of 
Luther, who, in his Table talk, ſays, © If in my 
* preaching I were to pay a regard to Philip 
% Melancthon and other learned divines, then | 
* ſhould do little good. I preach in the plaineſt 


manner to the illiterate, and that gives content 
to all. Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, I ſpare till 


« we learned ones come together.” Mr. Hervey 
thought perſpicuous language and evangelical doc- 
trine of much more importance to his pariſhioners 
than elaborate or ornamented diſcourſes ; though 


few men living, perhaps, were more capable of 


_ ſatisfying a polite or learned audience. 

| His method of catechiſing children in church, 
aud of ſpeaking to them in private, was very enga- 
ging and uſeful. He would put little queſtions to 
them, after they bad repeated the words of the 
catechiſm; as for inſtance, «© Well, my little maid, 

let me hear if you underſtand what yon ſaid. If 


3 1 you do underſtand the meaning of theſe words, 


you will then be able to an{wer the queſtions | 
60 ul put to you “.“ He would at theſe times 


| See ſome farther account of his manner of catechifing, 
| ia one of his Letters. 8 | 


— 
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aſk not only ſuch queſtions as were ſuitable to the 


# words of the catechiſm, but alfo ſuch as would 


ſtrike at the capital vices of his pariſhioners, yet 
without giving perſonal offence “. e 
He did not forget that he was a miniſter in his 
houſe; for he worſhipped God with his family 
twice a-day. He ſupped at ay airy. night, and 
at nine he expounded a text of Scripture for about 
2 quarter of an hour, and feldom longer, except 
when ſome friend was preſent, to whom he thought 
his diſcourſe might be uſeful, or when particularly 
requeſted to enlarge. After this he concluded 


with erer. bo Es 

He breakfaſted at nine, and about eight he call- 
ed his family together, and required each of his 
ſervants to repeat by heart the text which he had 


* Some of his pariſhioners having Jain in bed on a Sun- 
day morning longer than he approved,—and others having 
been buſy in foddering their cattle when he was coming 
to church, and ſeveral Loving frequented the alchouſe, he 
thus catechiſed one of the children before the congregation, 

Repeat me the Fourth commandment.—Now, little man, 
do you underſtand the meaning of this commandment ?— 
Yes, Sir.— Then, if you do, you will be able to anſwer me 
theſe queſtions.—Do thoſe keep holy the Sabbath-day who 
lie in bed till eight or nine o'clock in the morning inſtead 
of riſing to ſay their prayers and read the Bible ? No, Sir. 
—Do thoſe keep the Sabbath who fodder their cattle when 
other people are going to church? No Sir — Does God Al- 
mighty bleſs ſuch people as go to alehouſes, and don't 
mind the inſtructions of their miniſter ? No, Sir. Don't 
thoſe who love God read the Bible to their families, particu» 
larly on Sunday evenings, and have prayers every morniug 
and night in their houſes? Yes, Sir,—A great varicty of 
ſuch pertinent and familiar queſtions he would frequently 
alk in the moſt engaging manner on every part of the da- 
techiſm, as he thought moſt conducive to the improvement 
and reformation” of his-pariſh, _ Dae 
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explained the preceding evening, and then he 
would recapitulate his expoſition : by which me. 
thod, both his text and commentary were imprint. 
ed on their memories. After this he had prayers, 
In the afternoon, when he was called down to 


tea, he uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek 


Teſtament with him, and would ſpeak (as he wa 
ever ſtudious how he might promote the glory of 


God, and improve time) either upon one or more 


verſes, as occaſion offered, in the moſt inſtructive 
and entertaining manner imaginable. And in the 
ſummer-ſeaſon he would now and then drink tea, 


when his health would permit him, with ſome of 


his moſt ſerious pariſhioners; and then five or fir 
of the neighbours were invited, and Mr. Hervey's 
converſation was remarkably mars as he had 


à a happy talent at ſpiritualizing almoſt every inci- 
dent, and was naturally of a moſt obliging and 


_ Cheerful diſpoſition. Ren 1 5 
He was a member of an aſſembly formed for 
_ Chriſtian improvement, which was eſtabliſhed in 


| his neighbourhood on the jth of July 174% 


and conſtantly attended it ſo long as he was able r 


to ride to the place of meeting. A ſhort account 
of the rules of this aſſembly is given at the end} 
of his Tracts, together with two prayers com- 
poſed by him for the uſe of the members thereof. 
In the exerciſe of his charity, Mr. Hervey choſeWFg 


to clothe the poor rather than to give them mo- 


ney; and he would get ſome judicious perſon toi! 


buy linen, coarſe cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, c. for 
| them at the beſt hand; alleging that the poor 
could not purchaſe on ſuch good terms what they 


/ wanted at the little ſhops, and with ſmall ſums of 


money. * Lam,” ſid be, * God's ieward forth 


REV. MR. JAMES HERVEY. 25 


e poor,'and I muſt huſband the little pittance I 


« have to beſtow upon them, and make it go as 


« far as poſſible.“ But when money would be 


really ſerviceable to a family, a> to a prudent houſe- 


of keeper diſtreſſed by ſickneſs or misfortunes, he 
k EE would give five or more guineas at a time; taking 


u care that it ſhould not be known whence the mo- 
of WM ney came Pope's compliment to Mr. Allen of 
re Bath might be juſtly applied to him, who would 


ve Do good by ſtealth, and bluſh to find it fame. 
de He was particularly deſirous of getting the ad- 
a, vice of a phyſician (or at leaſt of ſome judicious 
of WM apothecary) for the fick poor; and was ever ready | 
ir WW to procure them the very beſt medicines. —A moſt 
* beneficial ſort of charity to mankind; and in 


which it were to be wiſhed he had many imitators. 


ci —He would frequently petition ſuch phyſicians of 
nd BY his acquaintance in different parts of the kingdom, 
as he apprehended thus charitably difpoſed, to give 
for ¶ their advice occaſionally, when they rode through 
in a town, to ſuch poor creatures as the clergyman 
47:18 of the plaee, or ſome ſubſtantial inhabitant, ſhould 
ble recommend as real objects of compaſſion. Mr. 


unt Hervey would then, with great pleaſure, and with 
nd as much gratitude to the phyſician as if done to him- 
m- ſelf, defray the expenſe of what medicines were 


eof. wanted. He indeed greatly diſapproved of the cler- 


ofe {g's attempting to give medicines to their pa- 


* them wine, bread, or beer, and get good ſpoon- 
important a nature to be given indiſcriminately.” 


Friſhioners; as he judiciouſly inferred, that it was + 

impoſſible for them to do it with the requiſite judg- 
ment. Let my brethren,” he would ſay, give 

meats made for them; but medicines are of too 


le obſerved that, by his own method, the ſick poor 


— ow 
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had the very beſt medicines, as the heals "Rb t 
a 


them himſelf, and bought them very cheap, becauſe 


: ſome of the charitable uſes above ſpecified, excep 


the apothecary, knowing they were for charitable * 
_ uſes, charged the phyſician for them no more than G 
Prime coſt “, with ſome little allowance merely ſh "' 
for his trouble in compounding them; and as the © 
phyſician knew what difeaſes were curable, ther: P 
vas no waſte of medici nes in fruitleſs attempts to 
cure caſes, which, though actually incurable, per. P 
ſons of leſs judgment could not pronounce to be ſo, i 
| He gave away a great number of good books iſ © 
with ſuitable inſtructions for their uſe ; and eſpeci- 
ally Bibles. In the blank leaf he frequently wrote 
ſomething capable of making an impreſſion, or elſe 
ſtuck in a printed paper relating to the promiſes of 
God in and through Jeſus Chriſt, or to creation 
preſervation, and redemption . 
All the future profits of his works he has left to 


bis Meditations the copy of which he had ſold 
after it had paſſed through ſeveral editions; whict 
ſale of the copy, and the profits of the former in 
: preſſions, amounted to about 700 J. all of whicl 
he gave in charity. He ſaid, that it was devoted te 
God, and that he would on no account apply it to 
_ worldly uſes ; that he wrote not for profit or fame 
| but to ſerve the cauſe of God ; and as. Providenct 
had bleſſed his attempt, he thought himſelf bound u 
relieve the diſtreſſes of his fellow - creatures with ! 
Ins any expenſes relating to himſelf, he was 


: C Whenever he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of apothecaries 0 
| theſe charitable occaſions, he deſired the favour of them to 


- relinquiſh their uſual profits ; promiſing, on that condition ſoi 
to repay what they might be out of pocket. 7 


9 4 Ice a copy of this * ou . his Trac, 


and it was always his deſire to die juſt even with 


the world, © | will be my own executor,” ſaid he. 


n And as he died on Cbriſtmas-day, his fund expi- 
red almoſt with his life. What little remained he 
re | poor in that ſevere ſeaſon, ) 

to To theſe-inſtances of his charity we may pro- 
r. perly add an incident, which, how trifling ſoever 


o. in itſelf, yet affords a very ſtrong proof, not only. 
* of the benevolence of his heart, but of his regard 
eto practical religion, and to the doing of every good 


e work within his power. 


Me A day or two before his death, when he was re 


duced to ſuch extreme weakneſs as to be unable to 


being ſettled with him by a friend, on the balance 
of which be received 18 3. looking on the money 
vith great indifference, he expreſſed himſelf to this 
effect: | would gladly diſpoſe of this ſmall ſum 


« the laſt that I ſhall be, able to perform. Give 


„ books, and you will find Mr. Richards“ pam- 
= ** phlet®; at the latter end of which are, I remem- 


« religion in ourſelves or others, which (even with 


Northampton, and formerly of Trinity College, Oxford) is 
entitled, Hints for Religious Con ver ſation with the af Hed in 
mind, body, and eſtate, and with ſuch others as ſtand in need of 


by ſukneſs, 


'Q 3: 
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of freely frugal, that he might be liberal to others; 


de defired might be given in warm cloathing to the | 


CC exo a———_ 


read, and could with difficulty ſpeak, alittle account 


„ in ſuch a manner as may do the moſt good. It 
„is the only act which I now am, and probably 


« yourſelf the trouble of looking amongſt theſe 


ber, hints concerning the means of promoting 
* ſome additions and improvements, which you 


* This pamphlet (wrote by the Rev. Mr, Richards of 


| ſpiritual aſſiſtance , eſpecially ot the times when they are confined 


cedification and comfort to his friend, as this chari. 


unworthy of his notice on any other account than 
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0 might eaſily make) will not fill more than 2 
«© ſheet of paper *, and, if ſtuck up or framed, 
might be particularly uſeful in that form. 
Let, then, ſuch a number of them be printed and 
given away as this money will admit of.” —His 
orders were properly executed; and the evidence 
of ſuch an angelic temper were equally matter off 


Yy \&Y ye 


oo» vey 


table legacy, if we may ſo call it, will be to all who 
5 receive and rightly uſe it. 
This incident affords a ſtriking ae of the 
happy fruits and effects of his favourite doctrine and 
ſtrong expreſſions of the all- ſufficient righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, as the ſole requiſite to juſtification before 
God, and acceptance with him, and thews that in- 
deed his faith wrought by love. No man had ever 
a greater diſregard for money ; which he eſteemed 


nn & tw om of wy 
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as it furniſhed him with the means of doing good. 
Surely we may here borrow the ſentiment and ex- 
preſſion of the celebrated * IH and july © con- 
clude, that 
| He felt his ruling boa ſtrong i in death. 


E Mr. Hervey was indeed too negligent of his dreſs, | 
| which, though it could not in the leaſt leſſen the 


reſpe& paid to him in his own pariſh and neigh-W e 
bourhood, where he was ſo well known, yet he 
would unqueſtionably have avoided it, if he had q 
lived in a more public ſcene, where the decency and | 
propriety of appearance are of much "our im - n 
8 portance. : | | Fl 
be Hints, &c. which were e printed i in as gage ſheet 


of paper, are fubjoincd to Mr. Hervey's Tradts, Edin edt 
| L2G 77 | 5 


tongue, and delighted in it. 
ith reſpect to his private capacity, "hy was 
never known to be in a paſſion. He lived as in hea - 


verſes, which ſhewed no contemptible be lie for 
poetry. He had a critical knowledge of 


ven. No worldly concerns (though he ſometimes 
met with very trying ones) ever affected him. His 
humility rendered him invulnerable. When he 


was miſrepreſented and calumniated, he would ſay, 
© Our enemies are ſometimes our beſt friends, and 
« tell us truths; and then we ſhould amend our 
« faults, and be thankful for ſuch information: 
« and if what they ſay be not true, and only ſpoke 
through malice, then ſuch perſons are to be con- 
« ſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, and that he 


« would pray for them. They are to be pitied, 


| fays he © and 1 might be as juſtly angry with a 
man who is diſeaſed in his body.” | 
All this he ſpoke with humility, ſeriouſneſs, and 


ſweetneſs; for it was the language of his heart, and 


not of affectation. In his ordinary tranſactions with _ 
others he was ever cheerful, punRual, juſt, and 


candid to perſons of every denomination. 


He frequently wrote religious letters to his 1 


quaintance, according to their different cireum- 


ſtances, in the moſt amiable and convincing man- 
ner; and he ſeemed to make it almoſt an invariable 
rule, not to write a letter on any occaſion with- 


out at leaſt one pious ſentence ® in it; and that 


Nulla dies ſine linea, Nulla epiſtol * Chrifte were Mr. 
Hervey" 8 maxims. 5 
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In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was 
almoſt as familiar to him as his native language. 
He was a great maſter of the claſfics; and in the 
younger part of his life had written ſome copies of 


e ee 
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not introduced in a forced and awkward: manner, 
but interwoven ſo as to appear naturally to ariſe 
trom the ſubject. Of this kind ſome ſpecimens may 
be ſeen in the note at the bottom of the page *. 
Notwithſtanding Mr. Hervey lived a very boly 
and exemplary life, preaching Jeſus Chriſt and him 
crucified, and inculcating the practice of real reli. 


gion and holineſs in heart and life, yet his enemies 


|  {for, ſtrange as it is; even Mr. Hervey himſelf, the 


moſt inoffenſive of men, had enemies) have not 
ſcrupled to aſſert, that © his tenets were diſhonc ur- 


% able to God, ſubverſive of all goſpel-holineſs, 
60 deftru@ive even of common morality, and very 


* Theſe 6 are 1 ul from haſty meſſage cards, 
or billets, to ſome of his intimate friends 

When J ſee my dear friend, we will talk about the 
contents of his laſt. My money is Chriſt's, and only 
„ deſire that he will give me benevolenee to diſpoſe of it 
« willingly ; diſcretion to beſtow it prudently 1 hope you 
have quite recoyered, and adapted the Pſalmiſt's reſolu- 
© tion, Pſol, cxvi. 8, 9. What do you think is the Wan 
4+ of that remarkable expreſſion, 1 will walk before the Lord? 


In another billet to a perſon about nn from. belek 


me writes, 


Thanks for your ; Witfias 4 te Ob Felerum,' - The 
4 time, 1 hope, is coming, when you will have leifurc to 


read. a heart to reliſh, and a tongue to abr IT | 


4 cjous doctrines. 
in another he weites, 


<ji68 Let us s all remember, my dear friend, that time is vpon 
4 the wing z—eternity is at our door; therefore what we 
do for our bleſſed Maſter we muſt do quickly,” 

Mr. Hervey's Letters were collected. and publiſhed in 
two volumes o&tavo, in 1366 They exhibit, in their pur- 
port, compolition, and tendency, a ſtriking and amĩiable pic- 
ture of the ingenuity, learning, Anu; and piety, of the 

: excellent Aut or | | 
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« injurions to ſociety. itſelf; by making men melan- 
„ choly, and regardleſs of buſineſs.” Theſe were 
the very words of an abuſive and anonymous letter 
ſent to him by the poſt ; on which that meek and 
moſt excellent man obſerved to an intimate friend, 

with all his uſual mildneſs, Indeed this gentleman 


„ may be ſaid, I think, to write at random. Sure- 


« ly he has never read my works, If I knew where 
© to direct to him, I ſhould defire him to turn to 
« what I have advanced in the ninth paragraph 
« of my Contemplations on the Starry Heavens -. 
« and ſuch a reply I would hope might convince 
% him of bis miſtake,” ““ UT, 


Some, I believe, are apt to imagine that they muſt re- 
nounce ſociety, if they devote themſelves to Chriſt ; and 
abandon all the ſatis ſactions of this world if they once be- 
come zealous candidates ſor the felicity of another. But 
this is a very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very injurious re- 
preſentation of the doctrine which is according to godli- 
neſs. It was never intended to drive men into deſerts, but 
to lead them through the peaceful and pleafant paths of 
wiſdom into the bliſsful regions of life eternal. It was ne» 
ver intended to ſtrike off the wheels of buſineſs, or. cut in 
ſunder the ſine ws of induſtry ; but rather to make men in- 
duſtrious from a principle of conſcience, not from the.inſti- 

tions of avarice; that they may promote their immortal 

ppineſs, even while they provide for their temporal main- 
tenance.—lIt has no defign to extirpate our paſſions, but 


only to reſtrain their irregularities; neither would it damp 


| the delights of ſeaſe, but prevent- them from evaporating 

into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall. A perſon may be 
cheerful amongſt his friends, yet joyful in God He may 
taſte the ſweets of his cartbly eſtate, and at the ſame time 
cheriſh his hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. | 

The trader may proſecute the demands of commerce 
without neglecting to negociate the affairs of his ſalvation; 
— The warrior may wear his ſword; may draw, in a juſt 
cauſe, that murderous weapon, and yet be a good foldier 
ef Jcſus Chriſt, and obtain the crown that fadeth not away : 
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Some of Mr. Hervey's friends thought he car- 
ried the Calviniſtical tenets ſo far, that conſequences Þ 
_ diſadvantageous to religion might be deduced from 
them, and which he himſelf, inſtead of aſſenting to Þ 
them, would have ſtartled at and rejected with ab. 
horence. The fact is, the doctrine he delivered in 

his writings is purely ſcriptural, and agreeable to 
that contained in all the Confeſſions of the reform. 
ed churches ; and is ſo far from having a tendency 
to weaken the obligations to purity and holineſs of 
life, that it promotes them in the moſt effectual 
manner, and has the moſt happy influence on mo- 
rality. When perſons of judgment have pointed 
out to him ſome expreſſions that were liable to be 
miſunderſtood in that reſpect, he always diſavowed 
any ſuch meaning; and affirmed, that the fault was Þ 
not in the evangelical doctrines ſo much inſiſted on 

dy him, but in the miſapprehenſion, ignorance, or n 
inattention, of thoſe who abuſed them to licentiouſ- t 


neſs. He would then add, he was ready to alter 


or retract any ſentiment or expreſſion which he ap- g. 


pirehended to be really objectionable; but to make v 


things equally clear to every one's apprehenſion, 1 
or to have the ſame effect upon every one's mind, n 
Was an impracticable attempt: that he profeſſed 
himſelf a Calviniſt, and that, conſequently, the Ar- Wy 
minians would not reliſh ſome things he advanced, Wpi 
though what he wrote was exactly conformable to e. 
the Church Articles, which are Calviniſtical; yethe {M* 
| hoped they would not reject the whole, becaule 4 


The parent may lay up a competent portion for his chil- n 
dren, and not forfeit his title to the treaſures either of grace W Þ 
or glory. 30 far is Chriſtianity from obſtructing any valu- Wh 
able intereſts, or withholding any real pleaſure, that it evi- . 

dently advances the one, and improves the other. f 


aad that his writings in general might be uſeful, 
how much ſoever ſome of his particular (though 
truly ſcriptural) opinions might be doubted or cen- 
ſured. And on this head let us hear Mr. Hervey 


; E himſelf. He, in a letter, written by him a very little 


» i before his happy death, thus expreſſes himſelf: «© Do 


„they who deny faith, and extol their good works, 
1 diſtinguiſh themſelves by the pradice of them? 


El will be bold to ſay, that, on an impartial 
examination, the majority will be found on the 


« imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and who 
expect ſalvation by him alone.“ 


n 

ring e e , extracted from the Rev. Mr. Dodd's 
on the Epiphany, . po 

* * On Chriſtmas- day, in the afternoon, died, in the ſorty- 
P* WE Gfth year of his age, the Rev. Mr. James Hervey, Rector ot 
ke WW Weſton-Favell, near Northampton, and Author of the Met 
n, dation on the Tombs, Flower-garden, &c,—He was one of the 
d, moſt eminent inſtances of the power of Chriſtianity upon 


the human mind In his miniſterial province he was pious, 
ſervent, and indeſatigable.— In his ordinary connexions 


d, punctual in all his dealings, and amiably candid to perſons 
to Hof every denomination. — To his charities he iet no bounds, 
he ſcarcely leaving himſelf the mere requiſites of his ſtation, 


diſplayed the higheſt example of fortitude, ſcrenity, patience, 


moſt abundantly evidence his learning and ingenuity, — 
ace But, reader, it is not the acquiſitions of his underſtauding, 
Iu» but the improvements of his heart, and his confidence in 


Vi” I the great Redecmer, which will now avail this moſt cxcel- | | 


lent mau. 
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they could not in every point concur with him; 


« fide of thoſe who embrace the doctrine of tbe 


Of the compliments publicly paid to his piety 
and genius, it will be ſufficient to inſert a paragraph 
from the Northampton Mercury“, and the follow- 


with the community he was ever cheerful, conſcientiouſly 


— nder the ſevereſt trials of infirmity for ſeveral years he 


and an entire reſignation to the Divine will. His writings. 
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— hc Hr Rv, too. 
Whoſe page and ſoul alike breathe humbleſt love 
To thy ador'd Redeemer : thou haſt ſhewn 
That piety and poliſhed elegance 
May well together fuit : and while remains 
Or piety, or elegance, thy works, 
Like genuine gold, the touchſtone will abide, 
And grateful to thy countrymen remain! 
Oh! may I to my lowly ſtrains derive 
Some merit from the friendſhip of thy name; 
Strains, whoſe exalted ſubject fills thy heart 
So conſtant with delight; and from thy tongue 
IN cON VRS pours ſuch ſtreams of eloquence, 
That the wrapt hearer wonders at his fears 
Of death ere while, and glowing with the love 
Of Je sv, caught from thee, longs to behold - 
His Saviour in the clouds: for who can ſtand 
Amidſt the ſweetneſs of Arabian groves, 
 Andnot bear thence ſome fragrance — Valued friend 
Proceed: and thy too feeble ſtrength renew'd) 
May to hoar age thy journey be prolong'd, 
Aud ſtrew'd each ſtep with bledings to mankind ! 


| We hall cloſe this account of Mr. Hervey's lik 


The reader may be affured, that theſe 'verſes wen 
wrote by a very ſerious and well-diſpoſed young man, ap 
Prentice to a Jerſey comber, in the town of Northampton, 
in a low ſtation of life, and of no liberal education; who 
mind, by Mr. james Hervey's preaching aud writings, had 
been very early impreſſed with the ſacred ardour of piety an 
s 2 The original copy is now in the hands of the Rev 
Mr. 
ſchool there, to whom it was lately tranſmitted oy 
of the lad's for his inſpection and correction. I | 
tions he has made are not many; and, upon the whole, ! 
may be conſidered as a kind of Chriſtian apstheoſis ; or, a! 
_ leaſt, a neat elcyiac garland, not altogether unworthy 
| being hung over that great and good man's tomb, 


friend 
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URANIA ſpeak! in penſive numbers tell, 

How ZioN trembled when great Hervey fell! 

When fail'd his ſtrength, and when his pulſe beat low, 

Tell how ſhe mourn'd to fee th' impending blow: _ | 

0 thou, to whom all ſacred themes belong, _ 1 

Pour forth the ſweetly-melancholy ſong ! | | | bb 
« Alas! grim Death hath ſhot the fatal dart, 

« Which long ſeem'd pointed at his languid heart: 13 

© Tf inſatiate tyrant, crown'd with ſun'ral gloom, | | 

% In triumph drags him to the hollow tomb. | 

© Who now ſo well can paint the blooming flow'r, 

« Or preach from ſepulchres at midnight-bour ? 

Who now ſo well the ſtarry heavens ſcan, 

And read the leQtures Nature meant for man? 

No more his voice a careleſs world can move, 

Or tell the wonders of redeeming love; | 

No more ſhall thouſands round his pulpit throng, | 

To hear the heav'nly precepts of his tongue: 

For, lo! above this groſs and impure air, 

Releas'd from every pain, and every care, 

e ſoars aloft (angelic hoſts his guide) ES, f 

On wings new plum d. which ne ler before he , 

With rapid ſpeed his golden pinions riſe | 

* Thro' ſtarry plains, and ſkim th' empyrean lkies, 

* And now, where ſparkling portals wide diſplay 

The bliſsful regions of eternal day, 

„% His Lord receives him 'midſt celeſtial choirs, . 

* Who crown his head, and ſtrike their golden lyres; 

* Thro' heav'n by — courts the greeting anthems roll, 

And joys new blooming feaſt his raviſh'd ſoul; _ 

„ Toys which to tell all eloquence is faiut, | 

And which the loſtieſt Muſc can never paint.” 


Vet. be D | 


8 From Death's dark caverns in the earth below, 


VERSES TO MR. HERVEY, 
. TET | n 


MEDITATIONS. 
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IN theſe lov'd bende what 1 rapt'rous graces bin 

6 Live in each leaf, and breathe in every line ! 

What ſacred beauties beam throughout the whole, 
To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul! 
In claſflic elegance, and thoughts— his own, 
We ſee our faults, as in a mirror, ſhown: 

Each truth, in glaring characters expreſs'd, 

All own the twin reſemblance in their breaſt: 
His eaſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 

At once amend and entertain the age: 

Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 

He charms the mind with ſomething ever new; 
On Fancy's pinions his advent'rous ſoul. 

 Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole; 


To ſpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 
See him explore, with more than human eyes, 
The dreary ſepulchre, where GRAXVILIE lies: 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental braſs, 
The rude inſcriptions, —or the painted glaſs: 
To gloomy vaults deſcend with awful tread, 
And view the ſilent manſions of the dead. 
To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, 
Where laviſh Nature 1 in embroid'ry ſhines ; 
The jeſs'mine groves, the woodbige's fragrant 
With all the painted family of flowers; [bower: 
There, SACHARisSA ! in each fleeting grace, 
Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 
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With equal dignity now ſee him riſe 
To paint the ſable horrors of the ſkies : 
When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade; | 
And midnight phantoms ſweep along the glade: 
All Nature huſh'd a ſolemn ſilence reigns, 
And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the ſleeping plains. 
Laſt, yet not leſs, in majeſty of phraſe, 
He diaws the full-orb'd moon's'expanſive blaze ; 
The waving meteors; trembling from on high, | 
With all the mute artill'ry of the ſky: ©: 
Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order roll, 


Hail, mighty Genius ! whoſe excurſive bol 
No bounds confine, no limits can control: 
Whoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove 
Thro! earth, thro? zther, and the realms above; 
From things inanimate can direct * the rod 
In juſt gradation to aſcend to Gop. 
Tavght by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows viſe, 
And all the rebel in his boſom dies: 
E'en thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 
Fly the infections world, and dare — be good: 


Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, Diſeaſe forget to ſmart: - 
E'en Malice love, and Calumny commend ; 
Pride begs an alms, and Ay'rice turns a friend. 


' Center'd in CuxISs T, who fires the ſoul within, 


The fleſh ſhall know no pain, the ſoul no ſin; 

E'en in the terrors of expiring breath _ | 

We bleſs the friendly ſtroke, and live—in death. 
Oxford April 28. 1748. | 
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And dart their lambent beams from pole to ole 


Thy ſacred truth ſhall reach th' impervious Naur; 5 


'* An alluſion. to the cuſtom of ſhewing curious objects, 
and . theis 0 delicacies, by the e point: 


4% VERSES ro MR. HERVEY, 


By a PHYSICIAN. 


Eleſtial Meditant! whoſe ardours riſe 
; Deep from the tombs, and kindle to the ſkies; 
How {hall an earthly bard's profaner ring | 
Reſound the flight of thy ſeraphic wing? 
When great ExIj An, in the fiery car, 

Flam'd viſible to heav'n, a living ſtar, 

A ſeer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his mantle caught his ſpirit too. 

Wit, fancy, fire, and elegance, have long 

Been loſt in vicious or ignoble ſong: | 
Sunk from the chaſtely grand. the pure ſublime, 
They flatter'd wealth and pow'r, or murder'd time, 
*Tis thine their devious luſtre to reduce, 

To prove their nobleſt pow'r, their genuine uſe; 
From earth-born fumes to clear their tainted flame 
And point their flight to heav' e whence they 

came. Ls 

O more than bard i in proſe ! to whom belong 
| Harmonious ſtyle and thought, in rhymeleſs ſong; 
Oft, by thy friendly conduct, let me tread 

The ſoftly-whiſp'ring manſions of the dead, 
Where the grim form calcining hinds and lords, 
Grins at each fond diſtinction pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal energy they teach, 
Lifeleſs they threaten, mould'ring as they preach 
To each ſucceeding age, through every clime, 
The ſpan of life, and endleſs round of time: 
Hence may propitious melancholy flow, | 
And ſafety find me in the vaults of woe. 
While ev'ry virtue forms thy mental feaſt, 

I glow with fair ſincerity at leaſt: _ 

1 feel {hy face unknown ) thy heart refin'd, 
And ae with du the beauties of ah mind; 
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Colleding clearly, through thy ſacred plan, 

What reverence of Gop ! what love to man! 

—O ! when at Jaſt our deathleſs forms ſhall riſe, 

And flow'rs and ſtars deſiſt to moralize; 

Shall then my ſoul, by thine inform'd, ſurvey, 

And bear the ſplendours of eſſential day ? 

But while my thoughts indulge the glorious ſcope, 

(My utmoſt worth beneath my humbleſt hope), 

$ Conſcience, or ſome exhorting angel, cries, 

« No lazy wiſhes reach above the ſkies. 

« Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 

« And ſhare the triumphs of unbounded day; 

« His love diffuſive life with ardour live; 

” 8 die like this divine Contemplative. Wh 
e Jag 9, 1748. | 


B/ a PHYSICIAN. 


To mend the morals, and to warm the , 
To trace the genial ſource, we Nature call, 
And prove the God of nature friend of all: 

| Hervey for 1his his mental landſcape drew, 

| And {ketch'd the whole creation out to view. 
Th' enamell'd bloom, and variegated flow'r, 


W Whoſe crimſon changes with the changing hour; 
Thehumble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, 


With buds diſcloſing to the early dawn; 
The oaks that grace Britannia's mountains' fide, 
And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior pride“; 
All loudly Sov'x REIGN EXCELLENCE proclaim, 
And animated worlds confeſs the ſame. 

The azure fields that form th' extended 7. 
The Planetary globes that roll on high, 


5 * The cedar. | 
. 


0 forms the taſte, and raiſe the nobler part, 5 
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And ſolar orbs, of proudeſt blaze, combine, 
To act ſubſervient to the great deſign. 

Men, angels, ſeraphs, join the gen'ral voice, 

And in the Lord of nature ALL rejoice, 
His, the gray IV/inter's venerable guiſe, 

Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive ſkies *; [ blade: 


His, the ſnow's plumes that brood the ſick'nin 


Hrs, the bright pendant that impearls the glade; 
The waving foreſt, or the whiſp'ring brake ; 
The ſurging billow, or the ſleeping lake. 
The sau, who pours the beauties of the ſpring, 
Or mounts the whirlwind's deſolating wing: 
The sau, who ſmiles in Nature's peaceful form, 
Frovens in the tempeſt, and directs the ſtorm, 
Tis thine, bright Teacher ! to improve the age; 
*Tis thine, whoſe life's a comment on thy page. 
Thy happy page! whoſe periods ſweetly flow, 

_ Whoſe figures charm us, and whoſe colours glow; 
Where artleſi piety pervades the whole, 
Refines the genius, and exalts the ſoul, _ + 
For let the witling argue all he can, 
It is Religion ſtill that makes the man. 
*Tis 7his, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
Tis this that gilds the horrors of our night. 
When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few; 
When friends are faithleſs, or when foes purſue ; 

*Tis this that wards the blow, or ſtills the ſmart; 
Diſarms Affliction, or repels its dart; 
Within the breaſt bids pureſt rapture riſe; _ 

- Bids ſmiling Conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies. 
When the ſtorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the earth trembles to th? affrighted poles; 
The virtuous mind nor doubts nor fears aſſail; 
For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 


- * Referring to the Vinter- piece. 
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 Andiwhen' 'Difeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 
When the heart ſickens, and each pulſe is death; 
E'en, then Religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, 
Grace their laſt moments, nor deſert their duſt, 


_ Muguft . 1748. 


S fone new Par ads the pdmirieg f ight, - 1 
His ſplendours pouring thro the fields of light, 
Whole nights, delighted with th? unuſual rays, 
On the fair heav'nly vi//tant we gaze: 
So thy fam'd volumes ſweet ſurpriſe impart, _ 
Mark'd by all eyes, and felt in ev'ry heart. 
Natore, inform'd by thee, new paths has trod, 
And riſes, here, a preacher for her Gop ; 

By Fancy s aids myſterious heights ſhe tries, 
And lures us, by our ſenſes, to the ſkies, 
To deck thy he collected graces throng, ' 
Bold as the pencils tints, yet ſoft as ſong. 

In themes how rich thy vein! how pure thy hace! 
Tranſcripts of truths, own'd clear from Seri 


* 
10 


at 


Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy breaſt!” © » 
There, what thy works would ſhew we belt may ee, ; 
And all they zach in doctrine live, in thee, 
oh! might they live! Our pray'rs their ſtrife en- 
But thy fix d languors yield us ſad preſage. Sede; 1 
t; In vain ſkill'd Med'cine tries her healing art:: 
Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart. 
Piet on new labours ſtill thy mind is prone, 
5. For a world's good too thoughtleſs of thy own. 
Ils, Active, like Day's kind orb, life's courſe you run, 
> ts ſphere ſtill glorious though a ſetting ſun. 
edemption opes thee wide her healing plan, 
Health's only balm, her ſov'reignſt gift to man, 


Thy judgment theſe, and piety atteſt, voice: ” | 


hemes ſweet like theſe thy ardours, freſh, excite; _ 


Farm at * ſoul, 5 ner ve * hand. to write ; 
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. Make thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
Patience, rais'd hope, firm faith, and love ſincere; 
Like a big conſtellation, bright they glow, 

And beam out lovelier by thy night of woe. 
_ Known were thy merits to the public long 
_ Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong. 
Damp'd are my fires ; my heart dark cares depreſs; 
A heart, too feeling from its own diltreſs. _ 
Proud on thy friendſhip yet to build my fame, 

I gain'd my page“ a ſanction from thy name. 

Weak theſe returns (by gratitude though led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav'rite leaves be read. 
| Yet o'er my conſcious meanneſs hope prevails; 
L. ve gives me merit where my genius fails. 
On #ts ſtrong baſe my ſmall deſert | raiſe, 
Averſe to flatt'ry, as un{kill'd to praiſe. 

Mile- End Green, | | 


Feb. 4 3, 1749+ 


7HENCE flow theſe folemn ſounds? ? this rap 
= tur'd ſtrain? | 
Cherublc notes my wond'ring e. ear detain? 
Yet 'tis a mortal's voice ; tis Hervey ſings; 
Sublime he ſoars on Contemplation s wings: 
In ev'ry period breathes ecſtatic thought: 
Hv, 'twas Heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught, 
_ Celeſtial viſions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 
| Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter'd bow'rs. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret aids, 
. Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch, pervades?! 
_ Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams! 
Jesus! effulgence of paternai « Ja Dk, 
ES divine! ſupremely bright ! ! 
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ardours in thy glowing breaſt, 
We catch thy flame as we thy page peruſe; 
And faith in ev'ry object Jesvs views. 
We in thy bloomy breathing garden trace 
Somewhat— like emanations of his grace: 
Yet muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
Idume's grove, and Sharon's flow'ry field; 
Compar'd with Jzsus, meanly, meanly ſhows 
The brighteſt lily, faint the lovelieſt roſe, 


Divine Inſtructor! lead thro' midnight glooms, 


To moralizing ſtars and preaching tombs; 


Thro' the ſtill void a Saviour's voice ſhall break, 


A ray from Jacos's Star the darkneſs ſtreak : 
To Him the faireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe; 
His cov'nant brightens the celeſtial bow; 


His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads 


The yellow harveſts, and the verdant meads. 
Thy pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds 


In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds: 


He reins at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring tides. 
O give, my ſoul, thy welfare to his truſt; _ 


Who rais'd the world can raiſe thy ſleeping duſt! 
& He will, He will, when Nature's courſe is run, 


Midſt falling ſtars, and. an extinguiſh'd ſun; 


He will with myriads of his ſaints appear: 
O may I join them, though the meaneſt there! 


"Tho? nearer to the throne my Hervey ſings; 


Though I at humbler diltance ſtrike the ſtrings; 


Yet both ſhall mingle in the ſame employ, 


Both drink the fulneſs of eternal joy. 


Clerkenwell Green, 
Feb. 24+ 1 77 =D 
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Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, | 
Kindled theſe 
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THAT numbers of our race ſurvey 
_ VY- "The monarch of the golden day, 
Nights ample canopy unfurl'd, | 
In gloomy grandeur round the world, 
The earth in Spring's embroid'ry dreſs, ; 
And Ocean's ever-working breaſt! 
And (till no grateful honours riſe 
To Him who ſpreads the ſpacious ſkies, + + 
Who hung this air-ſuſpended ball, | 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in all! 
To chaſe our ſenſual fogs away, = 
And bright to pour th' eternal ray 
Of Deity inſcrib'd around | 
Wide Nature to her utmoſt bound, 
Is Herver's taſk; and well his Kill 
_. Celeſtial;can the taſk fulfil, 
Aſcendiog from theſe-ſcenes aw,” 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to . 
is ſacred Contemplations ſoar, 
And teach our wonder to adore. 
Now he ſurveys the realms beneath; 
The realms of horror, and of dea 
Now entertains his vernal hours. 
In flow'ry walks and blooming bow'rs; 
No hails the black-brow'd Night, that brings 
_ #therial dews upon her wings; 
Now marks the planets as they roll 
On burning axles round the pole: _ 
While tombs, and flow'rs, and Hades, and 1 
Unveil their ſacred characters 
Of juſtice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love, 
And lift the ſoul to realms above, 
Where dwells the God, in glory crown'd, 
N Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 
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So Jacos, in his bliſsful dreams, 
\rray'd in Heav'n's refulgent beams, 
Saw from the ground a ſcale ariſe, 

hoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies; 
angels were pleas'd to paſs the road, 
The ſtage to earth, and path to Gad. 
HEAvE v, proceed: for Nature yields 
reſh treaſure in her ample fields; 
ind in ſeraphic ecſtaſy _ 

Still bear us to the throne on high, 
Ocean's wild wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore; 
Or let dire EARTH AKE claim thy toil, 
EARTHQUAKE, that ſhakes a guilty iſle. 

So, if ſmall things may ſhadow. forth, 
Dear man ! thy labours, and thy vorth, my 
The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, . 2 
Works them in his myſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 

London, 
May 26. 1750. 


Dragan . ! hand the Gioia inspire! 
x And whiſp'ringangels with their ardours fire! 
From youth like mine, wilt thou accept of praile ? 
Or ſmile with candour on a ſtripling's lays? 

My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) 

Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt. 2 
Such as it is— (ah! might it worthier be!) 

Its ſcanty foliage all is due to THEE. | 

Oh! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 

This ſlender circlet may but humbly grow: 

If its faint verdure haply may find place— _ 
A foil to others, —though its own diſgrace ; . 
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All that thy art deſeribes the eye beholds. 
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48 VERSES TO MR. HERVEY, 
Accept it, Hervey, from a heart ſincere; 

And for the giver's ſake, - the tribute wear, 

Thuy ſoul-· improving works perus'd, what tongue 

Can hold from praiſe, or check th' applauſive ſong} 

Bur, ah! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain 
Language that may its glowing zeal explain ? 
How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a ſtrain? 

Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm ; 

Storms calm the ſoul, and freezing winter warm, 

Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades we view pale Nigu , 

Surrounded with a blaze of mental light: | 

Lo! where ſhe comes! all filent ! penſive! flow! 

On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow! 
High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears! 
Bright in her hand the lamp of Reaſon bears ! 
Smiling, —behold ! ſhe points the ſoul to heav'n, 

And bids the weeping ſinner be forgivin! 

But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 

And ruddy morning gilds the cheerful green, 

With ſudden joy we view the proſpect chang'd, 
And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 

We ſee the violets, ſmell the dewy roſe, 

And each perfume that from the woodbine flows: 
A boundleſs perſpective there greets our eyes; 
Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe. 

The ſhepherds' cottages, the rural folds; 


Amazing limner! whence this matchleſs pow'r! 
"Thy work's a garden !—every word a flow'r| | 
Thy lovely tints almoſt the bloom excel, 
And none but Nature's ſelf can paint ſo well! 
_ Hail holy man!—henceforth thy work ſhall (tandiM, 
Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, 
Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 
At once to grace and elevate our /t. 


' ON HIS MEDITATIONS. ' a9 = 


Though fimple, lofty ; though majeſtic, plain; 

Whoſe bold deſign the rules of art reftrain. 

In which the niceſt eye ſees nothing wrong; 

Though poliſh'd, juſt ; and elegant, though ſtrong. 
June 24, 1750. ST. Grone MoLESWORTH, 


1 
- 


N Pleaſure's lap the Muſes long have lain, 

And hung, attentive, on her Syren ſtrain: 
Still toils the bard beneath ſome weak deſign, 
And puny thought but halts along the line: 
r tuneful othings, ſtealing on the mind, 

lelt into air, nor leave a trace behind, _ 
While to thy: rapt'rous proſe, we feel, belong 
he ſtrength of Wiſdom, and the voice of Song: 


And points the captives to their native ſky. _ 
How falſe the joys which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
[That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer fires! 
ruths, which thy ſolemn ſcenes, my friend, declare, 


[Whoſe glowing colours paint us as we are. 
Let not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay. . 
Pull Melancholy reigns, or trifles ſway; 
u wauld the trains of levity befit, 
ud ſullen gloom but ſadden all thy wit: 
Truth, judgment, ſenſe, imagination, join; 
And ev'ry Muſe, and ev'ry Grace, is thine. 
Religion prompting the true end of man, 
Konſpiring genius executes the plan; 
Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 
Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 
ais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 
And grow immortal as we catch thy flame ; 
rue Piety informs our languid hearts, 
ind all the vicious and the vain departs, 
„ 7 
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[This lifts the torch of ſacred Truth on high, 
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So, when foul ſpreading fogs creep flowly on, 
Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden ſun ; 


Rides through the iky, and ſhines the miſt. 8 


That I had ſhar'd a portion of thy ſkill! 
Had this poor breaſt received the heav'nly beam, 
Which ſpreads its Juſtre thro' thy various theme! 
That ſpeaks deep leſſons from the filent Tomb, 
And crowns thy Garden with freſh ſpringing bloom 

Or, piercing through Creation's ample whole, 

Now ſooths the Night, or gilds the Starry Pole; 

Or marks how Winter calls her howling, train, 


With thee the Muſe ſhall trace the pleaſing road, 
That leads from Nature up to Nature's Gop; 
Humble to learn, and, as the knows the ore, 
- Glad to obey, and happy to adore, 


= On the Reb Mr. JAMES HERVEY's Pas, by th 
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Oh! with like happy labour could I trace 
Each virtue, each exalted Chriſtian grace, 
Fach heav'nly giſt, with which his foul was blel 
And fix the bright aſſemblage in my breaſt 


dau point his mimic sn d live the wan. WM! 
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Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 


O! had it been th' Almighty's gracious will, 


Her ſnows and ſtorms, that deſolate the plain ! 


Northampton, 


og: 25, 1750. | Peres Warr 


Rev. Mr. Jonx Nixon, A. M. Redor of Coll 
Higham, in Northamptonſhire, : 


By art illuſive, Hezvey's form and air. 


Then how tranſcendent far would be my plan! 


MADAM, 


FT HESE Reflections, the ons on the deepe/?, the 
T OTHER on the gaye/?, ſcenes of Nature, when 
they proceeded privately from the pen, were ad- 
Irefſed to a lady of the moſt valuable endowments : 
ho crowned all her other endearing qualities by 
a fervent love of CurisT, and an exemplary con- 
formity to his divine pattern. She, alas! lives no 
onger on earth; unleſs it be in the honours of a 
diltinguiſhed character, and in the bleeding remem- 
drance of ber acqusut neee. 
Ir is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you a richer 
blefing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that 
the ſame ſpirit of unteigned ſaiih, the ſame courſe 
pf undefiled religion, which have enabled her to 
riumph over death, may both animate and adorn 
your life. And you will permit me to declare, that 
ny chief inducement in requeſting your acceptance 
fthe following Meditations, now they make a pub- 
ic appearance from the pre/7, is, that they are de- 
ſigned to cultivate the ſame ſacred principle, and 
o promote the ſame excellent practice. 8 
Lone, Madam, may you % m in all the vivacity 
ind amiableneſs of youth, like the charming ſub- 
ect of one of theſe Contemplations. But, at the ſame 
ime, remember, that, with regard to ſuch inferior 
ccompliſhments, you muſt one day fade, (may it 
rove ſome very remote period !) like the mourn- 
n. Hul objects of the other. This conſideration will 
Wrompt you to go on as you have begun, in 
ding the meekne/ſ7 of wiſdom, and all the beauties 


EY 


cCenſure take away: A ſatisfaction, which I ſhould 


for ever. 


3 DEDICATION: 


/ helineſs, to the graces of an engaging perſon, and 
the refinements of a polite education, | 
Ap might—O! might the enſuing hints furnif 
pou with the leaſt aſſiſtance, in proſecuting ſo de. 
ſirable an end; might they contribute, in any de. 
gree, to eſtabliſh your faith, or elevate your deve. 
tion; they would, then, adminiſter to the Authot 
ſuch a ſatisfaction, as applauſe cannot give, nor 


be able to enjoy, even inthoſe awful moments, when 
all that captivates the eye is finking in darkneſs, 
and every glory of this lower world difappearing 


Tuarse wiſhes, Madam, as they area moſt apree-Wor: 
able employ of my thoughts, ſo they come attendedWtio 
with this additional circamſtance of pleaſure, thatWinf 


| they are allo the ſincereſt expreſſion of that veryſſÞui 


great eſteem, with which I 1 eo 
5 6 Aas, | 
| Your maſt obedient, 560 E 
3 320% bead F 
Weſton-Favell, gear Wis 


Northampton, N . rie: 
May 20. 1746. | thi 


Janzs Heavay. Wt 


Pp R E F A 0 k. 
d HE firſt of theſe occaſional Meditations begs 
| leave to remind my readers of their. latter 


.d, and would invite them to ſet, not their houſes 


e · Nonly, but, which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their 
le. ſouls in order: that they may be able, through all 
the intermediate ſtages, to look forward upon their 
approaching exit, without any anxious apprehen- 


bid adieu to terreſtrial things, with all the calmneſs 
ls, Wa well-grounded faith. 


traces of the al/-/ufficiency of our Redeemer, for the 


infinite perfections, may incite us to regard him 


mediation, with an afiance not to be ſhaken by any 


ances of our own. 


| flatter myſelf, that the 8 conceived : 


among the Tombs, may be welcome to the /ericus 
and humane mind: becauſe, as there are few who 
have not conſigned the remains of ſome dear rela- 
tions, or honoured r iendi, to thoſe filent repoſito- 


ries: ſo there are none but muit be ſenſible, that 
this is the houſe appointed for all living, and that 


} Whey themſelves are ſhortly to remove into the ſame 
folemn manſions. And who would not turn aſide 


for a while, from the moſt favourite amutements, 


to view the place where his once-lov'd c:mpaniors 


lie? Who would not ſometimes ſurvey thoſe rt. 
ments, where he bin;ſelf is to take * an Ades ill 8 


ye (bail be no more: ? 


E z 


font; and, when the great change commences, may 
of a cheerful reſignation, with all the com forts of 
The other attempts to heted out ſome lirtle : 


grand and gracious purpoſes of everlalting falva- _ 
tion; that a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and 


with ſentiments of the moſt profound veneration ; 
to long for an aſſured intereſt in his merits, wiih all 
the ardency of defire-; and to truſt in his powerful 


temptations, not to be thared with any periorm- ; 
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| T MUST entreat the purchaſers of the former editions, t 


$2. PREFACE: 


As to the other little Eſſay, may I not hombly 
preſume, that the very ſubject itſelf will recommend 


the remarks? For who is not delighted with the 
proſpect of the blooming creation, and even charm. 
ed with the delicate attradtions of flowers? Who 
does not covet to aſſemble them in the garden, ot 
wear them in a noſegay? Since this is a paſſion {6 
_ univerſal, who would not be willing to render it 
productive of the ſublimeſt improvement ?— This 
piece of holy ſrugality I have ventured to ſuggel, 
and endeavoured toexemplify, in the ſecond Letter: 
that, while the hand is cropping the tranſient beau. 
ties of a flower, the attentive mind may be enrich. 
ing itſelf with ſolid and laſting good. — And I can- 
not but entertain ſome pleaſing hopes, that the 
_ niceſt taſte may receive and reliſh religious impreſ 

| ſions, when they are conveyed by ſuch /ovely moni. 
tors; when the inſtructive leſſons are found, not on 
the leaves of ſome formidable Vio, but ſtand Jegible 
on the fine /arcenet of a narciſus ; when they (| 
vour not of the lamp and recluſe, but come breath 


ing from the fragrant boſom of a jonguil. 


Advertiſement to the Third Edition. 


excuſe the freedom I have taken, in making ſeveral con- 


ſiderable additions to this. It has been done at the perſvaW 

ſion of ſome judicious friends, who apprehended the piece 
might be more uſeful, and leſs unworthy of the public px 

tronage, if it touched upon owe. very intereſting ſubjects, 
hitherto omitted. As | hadno views, 

-formance more pleaſing and ſerviceable; no reader, I hope 


will be offended at my prattice, or complain of it as ir juan 
| Nevertheleſs, as J would willingly avoid whatever might 
ſeem to ſtand in need of an APOLOGY, I defire leave to 
declare, That no fiture enlargements, or alterations, ſhal 


be ſuffered to depreciate what, with the deepeſt grati:ud: 
for their paſt encouragement, | yu9w commit te the candovut 


but to render the pet- 


idle 


1s, to 
| colts 
(va 
piece 
ic pa- 


c pet* 
hope, 
ur ian. 
might 
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, ſhall 
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(27.7: AMONG THE | 1 1. 
„ 


RAVELLING lately into Cornwall, 
I happened to alight at a conſiderable 
village in that country; where finding 
myſelf under an unexpected neceſſity of ſtaying 
u little, I took a walk to the church“. The 
doors, like the heaven to which they lead, were 
ide open, and readily admitted an unworthy 
ſtranger. Pleaſed with the opportunity, I re- 
ſolved to ſpend a few minutes under the ſa- 
In a ſituation fo retired and awful, I could 
not avoid falling into a train of meditations, 
| * had named, in ſome former editions, a particulat 
church, viz. KILKHAMPTON; where ſeveral of the mo» 
auments, deſcribed. in the following pages, really exiſt. 
but as 1 thought it convenient to mention ſome caſes here, 
which are not, according to the beſt of my remembrance, 
eferred to in any inſcriptions there ; T have now omitted 
tie name; that imagination might operate more freely, and 


the improvement of the reader be conſulted, without any 
ing that ſhould look like a variation from truth and fact. 


62 MEDITATIONS 
| ſerious and mournfully pleaſing : which, I truſſ, 
| were in ſome degree profitable to me, while they 
poſſeſſed and warmed my thoughts; and if they 
may adminiſter any ſatisfaction to you, Madan, 
no they are recollected, and committed t 


| writing, I ſhall receive a freſh pleaſure fron f 
I was an ancient pile; reared by hands tha, 4 
ages ago, were mouldered into duſt.— Situae 


| in the centre of a large hurial ground; remo 
| from all the noiſe and hurry of tumultuoy 
1 life, The body ſpacious ; the ſtructure lofty; 
| the whole magnificently plain. A row of regy 
lar pillars extended themſelves thro” the mid; 

and ſupported the roof with ſimplicity, and with 

_ dignity, —The light, that paſſed through th 


_ windows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind of luminous ch a 
feurity ; which gave every object a grave an. 


venerable air.—The deep fence, added to the 
_ gloomy aſpect, and both heightened by th: 
ſonelineſs of the place, greatly increaſed the 
| ſolemnity of the ſcene.— A rt of religiou 
| dread ſtole inſenſibly on my mind, while I ad 
vanced, all penſive and thoughtful, along th 
inmoſt iſle; ſuch a dread as huſhed every rude 
paſſion, and diſſipated all the gay images of ai 
ere i ooo ng ths; 
HAVING adored that eternal Majeſty, whe 
far from being confined to temples made wit 


hands, has heaven for his throne, and the ear 
for his footſtool, —I took particular notice diſc 


a handſome altar-piece; preſented, as I was A 
terwards informed, by the maſter-builders j 
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Sto *; out of gratitude, I preſume, to that gra- 
1 cious God, who carried them through their 
TW work, and enabled them to“ bring forth their 
« rop-ſtone with joy“ e 
oo HOW amiable is gratitude! eſpecially when 
it has the ſupreme Benefactor for its object. 
have always looked upon gratitude as the 
moſt exalted principle that can actuate the heart 


Mor man. It has ſomething noble, difintereſted, 
od ag (if F may be allowed the term) generouſly 
5 devout. Repentance indicates our nature fallen, 


and prayer turns chiefly upon a regard to one's 


iy ſelf : but the exerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſted 
i Paradiſe, when there was no fault to deplore ; 


and will be perpetuated in heaven, when Gop 
I TR 
The language of this ſweet temper is, © Iam 
' unſpeakably obliged : what return ſhall I 
make?“ And, ſurely, it is no improper ex- 
refſion of an unfeigned thankfulneſs to de- 
orate our Creator's courts, and beautify ** the 
place where his honour dwelleth,” Of old, 
he habitation of his feet was glorious : let it 
pot, now, be ſordid or contemptible. It muſt 
rieve an ingenuous mind, and be a reproach 
b any people, to have their own houſes wain. 
otted with cedar, and painted with vermilion; 
* The name of a noble ſeat belonging to the late Earl 
Bath; remarkable formerly for its excellent workman- 


: ip, and elegant furniture; once the principal reſort f 
ce Me quality and gentry of the Weſt; but now demoliſhed, 
s a even with the ground, and ſcarce one ſtone left upon 


ther,-So that corn may grow, or nettles ſpring, where 
ww lately ſtood. T 125 Fs NY nr Ie "TIO, 


J 


out repeating it. But will Ced indeed dwell | 


64. MEDITATIONS. 


while the temple of the Loxp of hoſts i is ; deſi 
tute of every decent ornament, _ 
HERE I recollected, and was charmed with, 
Solomon's fine addreſs to the Almighty, at th 
dedication of his famous temple. With immen{; 
charge, and exquiſite ſkill, he had erected. th 
molt rich and finiſhed ſtructure that the ſui fo 
ever ſaw. Yet, upon a review of his work, ani ſig 
a reflection on the tranſcendent perfections oi: 
the Godhead, how be exalts the one, and aaf 
the other — The building was too glorious fu 
the mightieſt monarch to inhabitʒ too ſacred ſu 
unhallowed feet even to enter; yet infinite) 
too mean for the Deity to reſide in. It was, an 
the royal worſhipper acknowledged it to be, 
. moſt marvellous vouchſafement in uncreatdi 
Excellency, to“ put his name there.“ 
whole paſſage breathes ſuch a delicac 
animated with ſuch a ſublimity of r Lane 
rhat I cannot perſwade myſelf to paſs on, wit! 


earth? Behold! the heaven, and heaven of brewer 
cannot contain thee ; hou much leſs this houſe, thi 
4 have builded * eee ſaying ! wort] 


Kings x viii. 27+ But will—A fine RT beginmn! 
moſt fignificantly deſcribing the amazement aud rapture Wy 
the royal Prophet's mind !-GOD : He uſes no epithe 
where writers of inferior diſcernment would have hy 
fond to multiply them; but ſpeaks of the Diety as an "il, 
comprehenſible geing, whoſe perfections and glories ate wi 

alted above all praiſe. —Dwell: To beſtow on finful c,,. 

| tures a propitious look, to favour them with a tranhc., 

viſit of kindneſs; even this were an unutterable obligations}... 
GE will he then vouchlaſe to fx his abode _— Son, 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 65 


che wiſeſt of men. Who would not chuſe to 
poſſeſs ſuch an elevated devotion, rather than 
io 0wn all the glittering materials of that ſump- 

Sruous edifice? Fi „ 
WE are 5 t to be ſtruck with admiration at 


+ the ſtatelineſs and grandeur of a maſterly per- 
u formance in architecture; and, perhaps, on a 
night of the ancient ſanctuary, ſhould have made 
che ſuperficial obſervation of» the diſciples ; 
T þ What manner of ſtones, and what buildings, 
a are here! But what a nobler turn of thought, 


and jufter taſte of things, does it diſcover. to 
join with //rael's King, in celebrating the con+ 
deſcenfion of the divine Inhabitant! That the 
high and lofty One, who fills immenſity with 
his glory, ſhould, in a peculiar manner, fix his 
Jabode there! ſhould there manifeſt an extra- 
ordinary degree of his benedictive preſence ; 


take up his ſtated reſidence with them — Indeed: A word, 
in this connection, peculiarly emphatical ; exprefiive of a- 
condeſcenſion wonderful and extraordinary almoſt beyond 
all credibility. —Beb-{d: Intimating the continued, or ra- 
er the increafing, ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, and awakening 
[the attention of the hearer. — Heu the heaven: The ſpa- 
cious concave of the firmament, that wide-extended azure 
tireumference, in which worlds unnumbered perform their 
revolutions, is too ſcanty an apartment for the Godhead, 
Lay, the heaven of beavens . Thoſe vaſtly higher tracts, 
which lie far beyond the limits of human ſurvey, to which 
jour very thoughts can hardly foar; even theſe (unbounded. 
as they are) cannat afford an adequate habitation for Je» 
#O0VAH; even theſe dwindle into a point, when compared 
with the infinitude of his eſſence; even theſe are as no- 
thing before him. How much leſs proportionate is this 
poor diminutive ſpeck (which I have been erecting and ein. 
belliſhing) to ſo augult a Preſence, ſo immenſe a Majelty ! 


'F 3 
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| permit Goful mortals to- approach his Majeſty, 


and promiſe to make them joyful in his houſe 
« of prayer ! this ſhould more ſenfibly affed 
our hearts, than the moſt curious arrangement 


of ſtones can delight our eyes. 


NAY, the everlafting Gop does not diſdain 


to dwell in our fouls by his Holy Spirit; and 
to make even our boates his temple.— Tell me, 
ye that frame critical judgments, and balance 
nicely the diſtinction of things, is this moſt 
Luaſtoniſhing, ormoſt rejoicing! — He humbleth 


himſelf, the Scriptures aſſure us, even to behold 
the things that are in heaven *. Tis a moſt con. 


deſcending favour, if HE pleaſes to take the 
| Taft approving notice of angels and archangels 
when they bow down in homage from their 
_ celeſtial thrones, Will he then graciouſly re. 
gard, will he be united, moſt intimately united 
io poor polluted, breathing duſt? —Unparalleled 
| honour ! invaluable privilege ! Be this my por- 
tion, and I ſhall not covet crowns, nor envy 
15 conquerors. | 
BU let me 8 what A bee oi 
diſpoſition, and uprightneſs of eee {of 
exalted a relation demands: remember this, 
and rejoice with trembling.” —Durſt 1 con 
mit any iniquity, while I tread thefe hallowed]; 
courts ?—Covld the Jewiſh. high prieſt alloviſhy; 
himſelf in any known tranſgreſſion while bi 
23 that ſolemn yearly entrance Þ into tht 
Holy of Holies, and ſtood before the immediate 
preſence of Joan ? No, truly. In uch 


0 * Pſal.c cxiii. . 6. T Hab. iz. . 
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\ W circumſtances, a thinking perſon muſt ſhudder 
eat the moſt remote ſolicitation to any wilful 
i Wl offence. I ſhould new be ſhocked at the leaſt 
gi indecency of behaviour, and am apprehenſive 
Pot every appearance of evil, — And why do we 
not carry this holy jealouſy into all our ordi- 
(WE nary life? Why do we not, in every place “, re- 
©, W verence ourſelves ; as perſons dedicated to the 
ce Divinity, as living temples of the Godhead? 
0 WM For, if we are real, and not merely nominal, 
Chriſtians, the GOD of glory, according to his 
own promiſe, dwells in us, and walks in us . 
DO! that this one doctrine of our religion 
might operate with an abiding efficacy upon our 
conſciences ! It would be inſtead of a thouſand 
laws, to regulate our conduct; inſtead of a fh 
and motives, to quicken us in holineſs. Under 
the influence of /uch a conviction, we ſhould 
ſtudy to maintain a purity of intention; a dig- 
nity of action; and to walk worthy of that 
tranſcendently majeſtic Being, who admits us to 
a fellowſhip with himſelf, and with his Son J- 
feos CnRIsTr. %% I 

+ lo | THE next thing which engaged my attention, 


om . — — 31 was” aur xuvto o avrov, was the 
wourite maxim of Pythagoras, and ſuppoſed to be one of 
the beſt moral precepts ever given to the Heathen world. 


the argument take place in the Chriſtian ſcheme! where we 

re taught to regard ourſelves, not merely as intelleFual be- 

, who have reaſon for our monitor; but as conſecrated 

reatures, who have a Gop of the moſt: conſummate per- 

ion, ever with us, ever in uns. 1 5 
2 7 2 Cor. vi. 16. 


ith what ſuperior force, and very ſingular advantage, does 
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was the lettered floor. The pavement, ſomewhat 
like EzekzeFs roll, was written over from one 
end to the other. I ſoon perceived the compari. 
fon to hold good in another reſpect; and the 
Inſcriptions to be matter of © mourning, lamenta- 
tion, and woe®.” They ſeemed to court my 
obſervation ; ſilently inviting me to read them. 
And what would theſe dumb monitors inform 
me of ?—<© That, beneath their little circum: 
ferences, were depoſited ſuch and ſuch piece: 
of clay, which once lived, and moved, and 
_ ** talked: that they had received a charge to 
* preſerve their names, and were the remain 
| 2 ing truſtees of their memory.“ 
AH! faid]I, is ſuch my ſituation! the adorah 
Creatorar ound me, and the bones of my fellow 


__ creatures under me! Surely, then, I have grea 


_ reaſon to cry out, with the revering Patriarch, 


Hu dreadful is this place ] Seriouſneſs and 
_ devotion becomes this houſe for ever. May 


never enter it lightly or irreverently ; but with 
a profound awe, and godly fear! 
Of THAT they were wiſe 41 ſaid the inſpi 
red penman. It was his laſt with for his dear 
people: he breathed it out, and gave up tht 
ghoſt.— But what is wiſdom ? It conſiſts not in 
refined ſpeculations, accurate reſearches into 
nature, or an univerſal acquaintance with hif- 
tory. The divine Lawgiver ſertles this importait 
point, in his next aſpiration : © that they under: 
oed this that they had right apprehenſions of 
their ſpiritual intereſts, and eternal concerns: 
Excl. ii. 10. f Gen. zxviii. 11. f Dent. Iii 2 
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that they had eyes to diſcern, and inclinations 
to purſue, the things which belong to their 
peace! But how thall they attain this valuable 
knowledge ? I fend them not, adds the illuſtri- 
ous teacher, to turn over all the volumes of 
literature: they may acquire, and much more 
expeditiouſly, this ſcience of life, by confidering 
their latter end. This ſpark of Heaven is often. 
loft under the glitter of pompous erudition, 
but ſhines clearly in the gloomy manſions of 
the tomb. Drowned is this gentle whiſper a- 

midſt the nor/e of ſecular affairs, but ſpeaks a. 
tiny in the retirements of ſerious conte 
ton, —Behold ! how providenrially Iam 3 


faithful maſter ; and theſe inſtances of mor- 
tality, the moſt inſtructive leſſons. Come then, 
calm Attention, and compoſe my thoughts; come, 
thou celgſtial Spirit, and enlighten my mind; 
chat I may ſo 233 theſe awful pages, as to de · 
come *©* wiſe unto ſalvation,” _ ; 

EXAMINING the records. of mortality, I 
found the memorials of a promiſcuous multi- 
tude t. They were huddled, at leaſt they reſted; 
| gether, without ** regard to rank or ſeni- | 


| * The man — wiſh. whe. fick of gaudy ſeenes, 
| Is led by choice to take his fav'rite walk 
Bencath Death's gloomy, filent, cypreſs ſhades, 
Unpierc'd by Vanity's ntaſtic ray ! 
To read his monuments, to weigh bis duſt, 
Viſt his vaults, and dwell among the tombs !' | 
| N ight Thoughts: 


4 aſi ſenum ac nor u fours, 52 Hos | 


tothe ſchool of wifdom * The grave is the moſt 


+ Wait the great teacher Death. 8e a %, DOB: 
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ority. None were ambitious ot the uppermel | 
rooms, or chief ſeats, in this houſe of mourning, i 
none entertained fond and eager expectation i 
of being honourably greeted in their darkſone 
cells. The man of years and experience, repu. 
| ted as an oracle in his generation, was content tg 
lie down at the feet of a babe. In this houk 
appointed for all living, the fervant was cqual. 
ly accommodared, and lodged in the ſame ſtory, 
with his maſter. The poor indigent lay as ſoftly, 
and ſlept as ſoundly, as the molt opulent poſſeſſor 
All the diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was a graſſy 
| hillock, bound with ofiers; or a ſepulchri 
ſtone, ornamented with imagery, 
WIV then, ſaid my working thoughts, O 
why ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about 
ſuperiority and precedence, when the next remove 
will reduce us all to a ſtate of equal meanneſs 
Why thould we exalt ourſelves, or debaſe other 
ſince we muſt all, one day, be upon a common 
level, and blended together in the ſame undil: 
tinguiſhed duſt? O! that this conſideration 
might humble my own and others' pride; and 
ſink our imaginations as low as our Habiration 
will ſhortly be! 
AMON theſe confuſed entice of humanity 
there are, without doubt, perſons of contrary in- 
lereſts, and contradicting ſentiments. But Death, 
like ſome able days- man, has laid his hand oa 
the contending parties, and brought all their 
differences to an amicable concluſion “. Here 


» Hi motus avimorum, atque hat certamina tanta, 
e * Jattu wore . 


; V186. 
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nemies, ſworn enemies, dwell together in unity. 


on i hey drop every embittered thought, and for- 
18; Wet that they once were foes. Perhaps, their 
'm trumbling bones mix, as they moulder; and 
me 


hoſe who, while they lived, ſtood aloof in ir- 
econcileable variance, here fall into mutual 


0 Wnbraces,and even incorporate with each other, 
> n the grave. — O! that we might learn from 
zal. 


heſe friendly aſhes, not to perpetuate the me- 
nory of injuries: not to foment the fever of 

entment ; nor cheriſh the turbulence of p 
on; that there may be as little animoſity and 
liſagreement in the land of the living, as there 
in the congregation of the dead! But I ſu- 
dend for awhile ſuch generalobſervations, and 


0! Wireſs myſelf to a more particular inquiry, 
us YONDER white fone, emblem of the inno- 
- ence it covers, informs the beholder of one, 


ho breathed out its tender ſoul almoſt in the 
nſtant of receiving it.— There, the peaceful in- 
ant, without ſo much as knowing what labour 
and vexation mean, lies ſtill and is quiet; it 


gr ſleeps and is at reſt *.” Staying only to wath 
* way its native impurity in the laver of rege- 


eration, it bid aſpeedy adieu to time, and ter- 
„ Wcſtrial chings.—Whar did the little haſty ſo- 
Horner find ſo forbidding and diſguſtful in our 
bpper world, to occaſion its precipitant exit? 


th, Elis written, indeed, of its ſuffering Saviour, that 
2 hen he had taſted the vinegar mingled with gal 
” je would not drink . And did our new-come 


Manger begin to ſip the cup of life; but, per- 
* Johiin3, of Marth. xnviige © 
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ceiving the bitterneſs, turn away its head, an 
refuſe the draught ? Was this the cauſe why the 
wary babe only opened its eyes; juſt looked o 
the light, and then withdrew into the more in- 
viting regions of undiſturbed repoſe! _ 
Happy voyager ! no ſooner launched, tha 
arrived at the haven“ !—But more eminenth 
happy they, who have paſſed the waves, and 
weathered all the ſtorms, of a troubleſome and 
dangerous world ! who, © through many tribi 
lations, have entered into the kingdom d 
_ ©. hcaven;” and thereby brought honour to thei 
divine convoy, adminiſtered comfort to the com 
panions of their toil, and left an inſtructive er 
ample to ſucceeding pilg rim. 
O! highly- favoured probationer ! accepted 
without being exerciſed l- It was thy peculia 
privilege, not to feel the ſlighteſt of thoſe evil 
which oppre/ſs thy ſurviving kindred ; which 
frequently fetch groans from the moſt manh 
fortitude, or moſt elevated faith. The arrow 
of Calamity, barbed: with anguith, are often fu 
ed deep in our choiceſt comforts. The fir 
darts of Temptation, ſhot from the hand <> 
Hell, are always flying in ſhowers around ou 
integrity. To thee, ſweet babe, both theſe di 
treſſes and dangers were alike unknown. 
CONSIDER this, ye morning parents, and 
dry up your tears. Why ſhould you lament it 
NT Happy the babe, who privileg'd by Fate, . 
To ſhorter labour, and a ligbter weight, 
Recciv'd but yeſterday the gift of breath, 
_ Order'd to-morrow to returu to death. PRIOK Ai 1 


4 


| AMONG THE TOMBS. 73 


-our little ones are crowned with victory, be- 
fore the ſword was drawn, or the conflict be- 

gun: — Perhaps, the ſupreme Diſpoſer of events 
foreſaw ſome inevitable ſnare of temptation 

forming, or ſome dreadful ſtorm of adverſity 

impending. And why ſhould you be ſo diſſa 

tified with that kind precaution, which houſed 
your pleaſant plant, and removed into ſhelter 
tender flower, before the thunders roared ; 
before the lightnings flew; before the tempett 
poured its rage ?—O remember! they are not 
loſt, but taken away from the evil to come *. 


lear the heat and burden of the day, for their 
ncouragement reflect, —that it is more ho- 
nourable to have entered the liſts, and to have 

fought the good fight, before they come off 
conquerors. They who have bore the cro/s, 


a cheerful reſignation, have girded up the loins 
of their mind, and performed their Maſter's 
ill with an honeſt and perſevering fidelity: 
theſe, having glorified their Redeemer on earth, 
will, probably, be as ſtars of the firſt magnitude 


.Wcams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger joys, in 

their LoRD's everlaſting kingdom. 
HERE lies the grief of a fond mother, and 

the blaſted expectation of an indulgent father. 
The youth grew up like a well-watered plant; 


De ſhot deep, roſe high, and bid fair for man- 


Vor. I. 0 


At the ſame time, let urvivors, doomed to 


ad ſubmitted to afflictive providences, with 


in heaven, They will ſhine with brighter 
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hood : but juſt as the cedar began to towe, 
and promiſed ere long to be the pride of the 
| wood, and prince among the neighbouriny 
_ trees ;—behold ! the axe is laid unto the root; 
the fatal blow ſtruck; and all its branching 
honours tumbled to the duſt. And did he fil 
alone? O!] no: the hopes of his father that begy 
him, and the pleaſing proſpects of her that ban 
him, fell, and were cruſhed together with him, 
Doubtleſs it would have pierced one's hear, 
to have beheld the tender parents following the 
breathleſs youth to his long home. Perhap 

_ drowned in tears, and all overwhelmed with 
ſorrows, they ſtood, like weeping ſtatues, on. 
this very ſpot. —Methinks, I fee the deeply. 
_ diſtreſſed mourners attending the ſad ſolemniij 
How they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes !—Is it fancy? or do!] really 
hear the paſſionate mother, in an agony of affſi: 
tion, taking her final leave of the darling oi 
her ſoul? Dumb the remained, while the aw. 
ful obſequies were performing; dumb with 
| griet and leaning upon the partner of her woes, 


it grows too big to be repreſſed. She advancs 
to the brink of the grave. All her ſoul isin 
her eyes. She faſtens one more look upon the 
dear doleful object, before the pit ſhuts its mouth 
upon him. And, as ſhelooks, ſhe cries ; in bro- 
ken accents, interrupted by many a riſing ſob, 

| ſhe cries, —** Farewell, my ſon ! my ſon! ay 
only beloved! Would to God I had died for 

* thee !—PFarcwell, my child! and farewell al 


ut now the inward anguiſh ſtruggles for vent; 
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« my earthly happineſs !—I ſhall never more 

« ſee good in the land of the living. Attempt 
« not to comfort me.— l will go mourning all 
« my days, till my gray hairs come down, with 


g ſorrow, wo the grave”? 
ul From: this affecting repreſentation, let pa - 
rents be convinced, how highly it conceros | 
re 


them to cultivate the morals, and ſecure the im- 
mortal intereſts,of their children, —If you really 
love the offspring of your own bodies 3 if your 
bowels yearn over thoſe amiable pledges of con- 
zugal endearment; O! ſpare no pains ; give all 
diligence, I entreat you, to bring them up in 


oa the nurture and admonition of the LORD“! 
ly en may you have joy in their life, or conto- 
ation in their death. If their ſpan is prolonged, 
Weir unblameable and uſeful conduct will be 
ihne ſtaff of your age, and a balm for declining 
le nature. Or, if the number of their years be cut 
0 off in the midſi, you may commit their remains 
io the duſt, with much the ſame comfortable 
bs xpeCtations, and with infinitely more exalted. 
wr views, than you ſend the ſurvivors to places of 


genteel education. You may commit them to 
the duſt, with cheering hopes of receiving them 

again to your arms, inexpreſſibly improved in 
th: very noble and endearing accompliſhment. + 


oth is certainly a ſevere trial, and much more 
2 afflictive than I am able to imagine, to reſign a 


lovely blooming creature, ſprung from your 
d#n loins, to the gloomy receſſes of corruption. 
Thus to reſign him, after having been long 
landled upon your Ons united to your aftec- 
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tions by a thouſand ties of tenderneſs; and noy 
become both the delight of your eyes, and the 
ſupport of your family! — to have ſuch a one 
torn from your boſom, and thrown into dark. 
neſs; doubtleſs, it muſt be like a dagger in your 


hearts — But, O!] how much more cutting 10 


you, and confounding to the child, to have the 
ſoul ſeparated from Gop; and, for ſbamęful ig. 
norance, or early impiety, conſigned to a ſtat: 
of eternal torment! How would it aggravate 
your diſtreſs, and add a diſtracting emphaſis u 
all your ſighs, if you ſhould follow the pal: 
corpſe with theſe bitter reflections “ Thi 
*« dear creature, though long ago capable o 
_ ** knowing good from evil, is gone out of thi 
world, before it had learned the great deſign 
of coming into it. A ſhort-lived momentary 

 ** exiſtence it received from me: but no good 
_« inſtruQtions, no holy admonitions, nothing 
„to further its wellbeing in that everlaſting 
« ſtate, upon which it is now entered. The 
«« poor body is conſigned to the coffin, and car 
* rigd out to conſume away, in the cold and 
«« filentgrave; and what reaſon have I to ſup 
«© poſe that the precious ſoul is in a happy cos 
dition? May J not juſtly fear, that, ſenten- 
ced by the righteous Judge, it is going, 0 
<< gone, away into the pains of endleſs puniſh: 
* ment Perhaps, while I am bewailing its un. 
* timely departure, it may be curſing, in oute 
% darkneſs, that ever: to · be · deplored, that moſ 
_ **:calamitous day, when it was born of ſuchi 


« careleſs, ungodly parent, as I have been.“ 
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Nothing, I think, but the gnawnings of that 
worm which never dies, can equal the anguiſh 
of theſe ſelf-condemning thoughts. The tor- 
tures of a rack muſt be an eaſy ſuffering, com- 
pared with the ſtings and horror of ſuch a re- 
morſe. How earneſtly dol wiſh, that as many as 
are entruſted with the management of children, 
would take timely care to prevent theſe intoler- 
able ſcourges of conſcience, by endeavouring to 
conduct their minds into an early knowledge 
of Chriſt, and a cordial love of his truth! _ 

ON this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral 
ſtone tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may 
the little images, reclined over the ſleeping aſhes, 
hang down their heads with that penſive air! 
None can conſider ſo mournful a ſtory, with- 
out fecling ſome touches of ſympathizing con- 
cera.—His age twenty-eight ; his death /udden; 
himſelf cut down in the prime of life, amidſt 
all the vivacity and vigour of manhood ! while 
his breaſts were full of milk, and his bones 
„ moiſtened with marrow. —Probably, he en- 
tertained no apprehenſions of the evil hour: 
and, indeed, who could have ſuſpected that ſo 
bright a ſun ſhould go down at noon? To hu- 
man appearance, his hill ſtood ſtrong. Length 


ok days ſeemed written in his ſanguine counte- 


nance, He ſolaced himſelf with the proſpect 
of a long, long ſeries of earthly ſatisfac- 
tions. —When, lo! an unexpected ſtroke de- 
ſcends! deſcends from that mighty arm, which 
* Overturneth the mountaints by their roots; 

aud cruſhes the imaginary hero, before the 


the face of a moth ; making it to repreſent a creature ſo ei 
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% moth*;” as quickly, and more eaſily, than 
our fingers preſs ſuch a feeble fluttering inſet 
/ nmathbocT HH 
_ PERHAPS, the nuptial joys were all he 
thought on. Were not ſuch the breathings of 
his enamovred ſoul ? Let a very little while, 
* and I ſhall pofleſs the utmoſt of my wiſhes, 
I ſhall call my charmer mine; and, in her, 
enjoy whatever my heart can crave.“ In the 
midſt of ſuch enchanting views, had ſome faith 
ful friend but ſoftly reminded him of an open. 
ing grave, and the end of all things; how un- 
| feaſonable would he have reckoned the admoni. 
tion! Yet, though all warm with life, and rich 
| in viſionary bliſs, he was even then tottering 
upon the brink of both. Dreadful viciflitude! 
to have the bridal feſtivity+ turned into the ju 


Job iv. 19. wy 1495.—44 inſtar, ad modum, tinea! 
retain this interpretation, both as it is moſt ſuitable to my 
purpoſe, and as it is patronized by ſome eminent commer: 
tatore; eſpecially the celebrated Schultens. Though | can 

not but give the preference to the opinion of a judicioui 
friend, who would render the paſſage more literally, Befir 


_ ceedingly frail, that even a moth, flying againſt it, may 
. daſh it to pieces.— Which, beſides its cloſer correſpondence 
with the exact import of the Hebrew, preſents us with 4 
much finer image of the moſt extreme imbecillity. Fot i 
certainly implies a far greater degree of weakneſs, to be 
cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the feebleſt creature, than 
only to be cruſhed as eaſily as that creature by the hand 
of man.—The French verſion is very expreſſive and beautr 
ful; d la rencontre d un ver miſſeau. . 

IA diſtreſs ef this kind is painted in very affecting c 
ours by Pliny, in an epiſtle to Marcellinus ; © triljep lan 
acer bumgue fu nas] O morie ipſa mar sis tempus incigntus! Jo 
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neral ſolemnity! Ol deplorable misfortune! tobe 


ſhipwrecked in the very haven ! and to periſh 
even in ſight of happineſs !—What a memor- 
able proof is here of the frailty of man in his 
beſt eſtate ! Look, O! look on this monument, 
ye gay and careleſs! attend to this date; and 
boaſt no more of to-morrow! 14305 
Who can tell but the bride-maids, girded with 


gladneſs, had prepared the marriage: bed? had 


decked it with the richeſt covers, and dreſſed it 
in pillows of down? When,—oh ! truſt not in 
youth or ſtrength, or in any thing mortal; for 
there is nothing certain, nothing to be depend- 
ed on, beneath the unchangeable Goo Death, 
relentleſs Death, is making him another kind of 
bed in the duſt of the earth. Unto this he muſt 
be conveyed, not with a ſplendid proceſſion of 


joyous attendants; but ſtretched in the gloomy 
bearſe, and followed by a train of mourners. On 
this he muſt take up a lonely lodging, nor ever 


be releaſed, ** till the heavens are no more.” 
—In vain does the conſenting fair-one put on 


her ornaments, and expect her ſpouſe. Did ſhe 
| not, like Si/era's mother, look out of the lattice, 
| chide the delays of her beloved; and wonder 
hy his chariot was fo long in coming?“ 


little thinking, that the intended bridegroom 


deſlinata erat egregio juveni ; jam elefius nuptiarum dies ; jam 
ws advocati. Puod 22 guo marore mutatum eft * Nen poſ- 
fam exprimere verbis, quantum animo vulnus acceperim, quum _ 
aui Fundanum ipſum (ut multa luctuoſa dolor in venit) præci- 
ent em, quod in veſies, margaritas, gemmas, fuerat erogaturus, 
boc ia thura, et unguenta, ei odores, impenderetur. . 
| „2 N Wie P. CL. bbs 


ciou/ly cruel. 
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| had for: ever done with tranſitory things! tha Wl ;; 
now everlaſting cares employ his mind, with. 
out one ſingle remembrance of his lovely Lucin. W ac 
da /—Go, diſappointed virgin! Teach thy foul th 
to aſpire after a ſure and immutable Felicity de 
for the once gay and gallant Fidelio ſleeps in I me 
other embraces; even in the icy arms of Death! W« 
forgetful, eternally I; of the world 6 
and 1 10 
Hr HERTO, one is tempted to e 198 
5 Ann the 3 of terrors, and call him capri. 
e ſeems, by beginning at de 
Vvrong end of the regiſter, to have inverted the . 


laws of Nature. Paſling over the couch of de. 


crepit Age, he has nipped Infancy in its bud, WMW«. 


55 | blaſted Youth in its b%em, and torn up Man-. 


hood in its full maturity. — Terrible indeed at . 
theſe E ym not _unſearcable the 
counſelss . 
| For us they Sees and for us « they e die = Ts 


| Such ſtrokes muſt not only grieve the rel. 
tives, but ſurpriſe the whole neighbourhood, 
They ſound a powerful alarm to heedleſs dream-i 
ing mortals, and are intended as a remedy fot 
our carnal ſecurity. Such paſſing- bells incul- 
cate loudly our LoRD's admonition; Take yt 
herd, watch, and pray: for ye know note 
« when the time is. We nod, like intoxic- 
ted creatures, upon the very verge of a it 
mendous precipice. Theſe aſtoniſhing difp:n-i 
= lations 3 are kind mellengers 6 of Heaven. ol 


TOON ght ts. 
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t WH reuſe us from our ſupineneſt, and quicken us 
„into timely circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, 
„ accommodate them with language, nor act as 
1 WW their interpreter. Let every one's conſcience 
de awake, and this will appear their awful 
n meaning :—*© O! ye ſons of men, in the midſt 
of life you are in death. No ſtate, no cir- 
= © cumſtances, can afcertain your preſervation 
« a tingle moment. So frong is the tyrant's 
arm, that nothing can reſiſt his force; ſo 
. true his aim, that nothing can elude the blow. 
de , Sudden as lightning, ſometimes, is his arrow 
he WW launched; and wounds, and kills, in the 
e. N wwinkling of an eye. Never promiſe your- 
« ſelves ſatety in any expedient but conſtant 
preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo promiſ- 
% cuoufly, that none can gueſs the next victim. 
« Therefore be ye always ready; for, in ſuch 
« an hour as ye think not the final ſummons 
ee, fiulioan 93943 has 4 "> | > Gn 
| BE ye always ready; for in ſuch an hour as ye | 
think not—Important admonition ! Methinks, 
it reverberates from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; 


10 and addreſſes me with line upon line, precept 
ul. Nypon precept.— The reiterated warning, I ac- 
e rnowledge, is too needful; may co-operating | 


grace render it effectual! -The momentous 
ruth, though worthy to be engraved on the 
tables of a moſt tenacious memory, is bur flight» 
ly ſketched on the tranſient flow of paſſion. We 
ſee our neighbours fall; we turn pale at the 

ſhack; and. feel, perhaps, a trembling dread. 
No ſooner are they removed from our ſight, 


bdlow came from an aiming, though inviſible, 
hand. Gop preſideth over the armies of hes. 


chance. Nothing, nothing comes io paſs through 


%2 MEDITATIONS 


but, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled MW—- 
in the languors of pleaſure, we forget the pro-. 
vidence, and neglect its errand. The impreſ. Iche 
on made on our unſtable minds, is like the Nh 
trace of an arrow through the penetrated air, Nen 
or the path of a keel in the furrowed wave. W's 
Strange ſtupidity ! To cure it, another mo. ref 
nitor beſpeaks me, from a neighbouring ſtone, {thr 
It contains the narrative of. a poor mortal, pol 
ſnatched from his friends, and hurried to the 
awful bar; without leiſure, either to take : 
_ laſt farewell of the one, or to put up ſo much 
as a /ingle prayer preparatory for the other; 
killed, according to the uſual expreſſion, by: 
| ſudden ſtroke of cafualty; ot 


Was it then a random troke ? Doubtleſs, the 


ven; Cop ruleth among the- inhabitants of 
the earth; and Gop conducteth what men cal 


a blind and undiſcerning fatality. If accidents 
happen, they happen according to the exad 
foreknowledge, and conformably to the deter: 
minate counſels, of eternal Wiſdom. 'TheLoxo, 
with whom are the iſſues of death, ſigned the W 
warrant, and gave the high commiſſion. The 
ſeemingly fortuitous diſaſter is only the agent, 
or the inſtrument appointed, to execute the ſus 
preme decree, When the king of 1/rael wi 
mortally wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual 
ſhot. A certain man drew a bow at a venture, 
EO 1190122- 4,728 g ings -abfl, $96 * 3 
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Ait a venture, as he thought: but his hand 

. Was ſtrengthened by an omnipotent aid, and 
„Je ſhaft levelled by an N eye So that 
what we term caſualty, is really Providence, ac- 

„ompliſhing deliberate defigns, but concealing 
. Wits own interpoſition,—How comforting this 
„ WrefleCtion ! how admirably adapted to ſooth the 
« Wthrobbing anguiſh of the mourners, and com- 
poſe their ſpirits into a quiet ſubmiſſion ! how 
excellently ſuited to diſſipate the fears of godly 
ſurvivors, and create a calm intrepidity, even 

midſt innumerable perils! SS 
How thin is the partition between this world 


ime to eternity! The partition, nothing more 
han the breath in our noſtrils; and the tran- 
ftion may be made in the twinkling of an eye. 
Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe from the 


p lwerſion of a card-table, and dropt into the 
a {Wvecllings of darkneſs, —One night, Corrina was 
oh all gaiety in her ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, 


at a magnificent ball: the next night ſhe lay 
pale and Riff, an extended corpſe, and ready to 

be mingled with the mouldering dead. —Young 
[tticus lived to ſee his ample and commodious 
the eat completed; but not to ſpend one joyous 
Che our under the ſtately roof. The ſaſhes were 

nt Nung to admit the day; but the maſter's eyes 
ſy. ere cloſed in endleſs night. The apartments 
wu ere furniſhed to invite ſociety, or adminiſter 
repoſe ; but their lord reſts in the lower parts 
df the earth, in the ſolitary, filent chambers of 

ne tomb, The gardens were planned, and a 


and another! How /bort the tranſition from 


{ 
| 
| 
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Cakes elegant decorations defigned; but, 
alas! their intended poſſeſſor is gone down 


not, are experiencing the fame tragical viciff. 
tude. The eyes of that ſublime Being who ſi 
upon the circle of the earth, and views all its in. 
habitants with one comprehenſive glance ere 
no behold many tents in affliction; ſuch afflic. 
tion, as overwhelmed the Egyptians in that faul 
night, when the deſtroying angel ſheathed hi 


ſinking to the floor from their eaſy chairs; and 
deaf even amidſt the piercing ſhrieks of thei 
___diſtratedrelations.—Some, giving up the ghoi, Wha 
as they fit retired, or lie reclined, under the i 


 ſcene.—Some, as they fail, aſſociated with 1 
Party of pleaſure, along the dancing ſtream, and 
through the laughing meads. Nor is the grin 
intruder mollified, though wine and muſic floy 
around. Some intercepted, as they are retury 
ing home; and ſome interrupted, as they ent 
upon an important negotiation.—Some arreſt 
_ ed, with the gain of injuſtice in their hands; and 
ſome ſurpriſed in the very act of leudneln u 
the attempt of cruelty. 


| dence can foreſee, and no care prevent, lie in 
walt to accompliſh our doom. A flarting hoi 
may throw his rider; may at once daſh his by 
dy ef the : ſones, and MO his foul into or 


* the place of ſculls;” is gone down to the 
N of the ſhadow of death, 
While 1 am recollecting, many, I queſtion 


arrows in all the pride of their ſtrength.— Some, 


dy arbour, to taſte the ſweets of the flowen 


Legions, legions of diſaſters, ſuch as no pru- 


oasiſible world. A act of chimneys may tumble 
imo the ſtreet, and cruſh the unwary paſſenger 
under the ruins, Even a fingle tile, dropping 


whole ſtructure.— So frail, fo very attenuated is 
the thread of life, that it not only burits before 


. common occurrences, thoſe from which we ſu- 


a Wſpc& not the leaſt harm, may prove the wea- 
ic: pons of our deſtruction, A grape-ſtone, a deſ- 
picable fly, may be more mortal than Goliath, 


with all his formidable armour.— Nay, if Gon 
give command, our very comforts become killing, 


has unnumbered avenues for his approach; yea, 


his fortreſs even in theſeat of our life. The crim- 


ſon fluid, which diſtributes health, is impregnated 
ma vich the ſeeds of death. Heat may inflame it, 
rin or toil oppreſs it, and make it deſtroy the paris 
lorWit was defigned to cheriſh. Some unſeen impe- 
m diment may obſtruct its paſſage, or ſome un- 
ma known violence may divert its courſe ; ip either 


elt of which caſes, it acts the part of a ee 


and draught, or a deadly ſtab. 


Ah! in what perils is vain liſe engaged! | 
W hat ſlight neglects, what trivial faults deſtroy 
The hardieſt frame! Of indolence, of toll, 

We die; of want, of ſuperfluity. 

The all-furrounding heav'n, the vital air, 

Is big with death. | 


Vor. J. = II 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 8 


from the roof, may be as fatal as the fall of the 


the form, but breaks even at a breeze. The moſt 


The air we breathe, is our bane; and the food 
we eat, the vehicle of Death. That laſt enemy 


hes entrenched in our very boſom, and holds | 
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Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeſſed ü 
of this earthly taber nacle. let us look open Our- 
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ſelves only as tenants at will; and hold ourſelyg 
in perpetual readineſs, to depart at a moment; Efe 


not to be overthrown by the moſt threatening 
dangers. When the city is fortified with wall, 

__ Furniſhed with proviſion, guarded by able and 
tcſolute troops; what have the inhabitants ig 
fear? what may they not enjoy? So, juſt (q, 
or rather by a much ſurer band, are connected 
the real taſte of life, and the conflant though 


2 of death. 


3 ſee the truth inſcribed by the hand, 
ſealed with ſignet, of Fate. The marble, which 
_ graces yonder pillar, informs me, that, near it 
are depoſited the remains of Sophronia ; the 
nuch lamented So hronia, who died in childbed, 
Ho often does this calamity happen? The 
branch ſhoots; but the ſtem withers. The babe 


her laſt. She gives life, but gives it, (O pitiable 
conſideration !) at the expenſe of her own ; and 
becomes, at once, a mother and a corf/e. —Or i, 


elf a tomb for her infant; while the melancho- 
ly complaint of a monarch's woe is the cy i 


warning. Without ſuch an habitual readineſs, Wi: 


ve are like wretches, that ſleep on the top of:. 
maſt, while a horrid gulf yawns, or furiom {Mo 
waves rage, below. And where can be the peace, Wit: 


what the ſatisfaction, of ſuch a ſtate ?—W here. Wer 


us, a prepared condition will infpire a cheerful. Whr 


neſs of temper, not to be diſmayed by any alarm. 
ing accident; and create a firmneſs of mind, 


1ISAID, 925 very e may become killing 


ſprings to light; bur ſhe that bare him breaths 


thaps, ſhe expires in ſevere pangs, and is het. 
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for them both : The children are come to the 
birth, and there is not ſtrength to bring forth *.— 
leis to be lamented, in my opinion, this miſ- 
y WW foctune than the other. Better for the tender 
e Wfiranger to be ſtopped in the porch, than to 
„enter only to converſe with affliction. Better to 
|. Wfod a grave in the womb, than to be expoſed 
on a hazardous world, without the guardian 
of its infantile years, without the faithtul guide 
%% Poe out pa ok ny 
This monument is diſtinguiſhed by its finer 
materials, and more delicate appendages. It 
ſeems to have taken its model from an affluent. 
hand, directed by a generous heart, which 
hought it could never do enough for the decea- 
ſed. —It ſeems, alſo, to exhibit an emblematical 
picture of Sophronia's perſon and accompliſn- 
nents, Is her beauty, or, what is more than 
xauty, her white-robed innocence, repreſented 
y the ſnowy colour? The ſurface, ſmoothly. 
woliſhed, like her amiable temper, and enga- 


the ging manners. The whole adorned, in a well- 
ied, udged medium between extravagant pomp and 
be Nordid negligence ; like her undiflembled good- 
abe Weis, remote from the leaſt oſtentation, yet in 


ha points exemplary.— But, ah! how vain were 
abe l theſe endearing charms! How vain the luſtre 
aa thy ſprightly eye! how vain the bloom of 


% bridal youth! how vain the honours of 


hy ſuperior birth! how unable to ſecure the 

rely poſſeſſor from the ſavage violence of 

cath How ineffectual the univerſal eſteem 
e. nxzvii. 3. e 
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of thy acquaintance; che fondneſs of thy tranſ. MW 


” een lately erected in the great church at Noribamptis: th 


deferiptions introduced above: in this circumſtance pan: 8 
cularly, that it is dedicated to the memory of an amiab# 
woman, Mrs. ANNE STONEHOUSE, the excellent wifed Wi A 
my worthy friend Ds. STONEHOUSk; who has ſeen al 


——————— NS _ 
— © — — — 


In the midſt of this tender diſtreſs, be has fake ar kind 1 


veneration for that religion, which ſhe fo eminently adorned. 


de the motto for a mourning- ring; 12 as cm prebenſi ive 1 


ate lovely, whatſoever things are of good report; are the 
not all included in that grand and noble aggregate, A. fen 


ported hufband; or even the ſpotleſs integriy 


cure thee a ſhort reprieve !—The concurrent 
of all theſe circumſtances reminds x me 165 thoſt 
beautiful and tender lines: 


ſt 
of thy character: to prolong thy ſpan, or pro- 
la 
0! 


How lov' d. how valu'd i once, avails thee not; Þ | 4 
To whom related, or by whom begot. Tl 


: A heap of duſt alone remains of thee: _ : mi 
Iis all THOU art? and all the PROUD hall de Jol 
| 1 $ Miſc, br. 


* Theſe verſes are ;nferibed on a frmall, but elegant ins 


which, in the tierog.yphical decorations, correſponds with tit 


the powers of that healing art, to which I, and ſo many . 
others, have been greatly indehted, failing in their —_— jo” 

to preſerve a life dearer to him than his on. . 

Nec proſunt domi no, que froſunt om zibus, artes. O ke 

Na longer bis all- bealing art avails; _. Th | " 


But ev'ry remedy its matter fails. 


of conſolation, even from the ſepulchral marble ; by teat 
ing it to ſpeak, at once, his eſteem for ber memory, and b. 


Nor could this be more boninicantly done, than by fun 
ming up her character, in that conciſe, but comprehenbn, 
ſenience, A. SINCERE CHRISTIAN. Concyſe enough 


the moſt enlar ſphere of perſonal, ſocial, and religion 
worth, For 9 tl-ngs are pure, whatſoever thing 


Chrinian ? 
The firſt lines, conſidered in ſuch connexion, are wats 
derfully e ang pathetic; 1 R 
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Let, though unable to divert the ſtroke, Chri- 
ſtianity is ſovereign to pluck out the ſting of 
Death. Is not this the filent language of thoſe 
I lampowhich burn, and of thatheart which flames; 
of thoſe pdims which flouriſh, and of that crown 

OY d, how valu'd once, avails thee not; 
Er bow valerd ence. avail thee mote, 
They found, at leaſt: in my ears, like the voice of. ſorrow 
mingled with admiration. 'The ſpeaker ſcems to have been 
loſt for a while in melancholy contemplation; but ſuddenly 
breaks out into this abrupt encomium; then melts into tears, 
and can proceed no farther. Yet, ia this cafe, lioweluquent 
5-filence! While it hints the univerſal eſtcem, which at- 
tended, and the ſuperiority of birth which diſtinguiſhed, 

the deceaſed wife ; it expreſſes, beyond all the pomp of 
Lords, the yearning afſeRtion, and heart-felt- alliction, of 
the ſurviving b55and— Amidſt the group of monumental 
marbles, which are laviſh of their panegyric; th, 1 thiok, 
reſembles that incomparable addreſs of the painter; who, 
having placed round a beautiful expiring virgin her triends, 
in all the agonies of grief, repreſented the unequalled anguith 
of the fatber, with far greater livelineſs and ſtrength, or ra- 
ther with an inexpreſbble emphaſis, by drawing a veil over 


” 4 967141 


"CE i: face. JJC A453 31k 
the laſt lines ate a wide departure from the beaten 
n ack of our modern epitaphs, and the very reverſe of their 
ic ligh-flown compliments, | V | 

| bi Leas, of dt along remains of thee! 3 

* Tis all CHOU arz ? and all the PROUD hall be! -— 
oy | they are not without a precedent, and one of the moſt con- 


ſummate kind; fince they breathe the very ſpirit of that 
* lacred clegy, in which al the heart of the hcro and tft e 
„(dead ſeems to be diſſolved; How are the mighty falten, ard 
the weapous of war periſhed! 2 Sam i 29,+— They remind 
4 the reader of that awful leſſon, which was originally dic- 
ated by the Supreme Wiidom; Duſt thou art, and unts du;} 
ibu ſoalt return, Gen. iii. 19. They inculcate, with alt 
the force of the moſt convincing evidence, that ſolemn ad- 
monition delivered by the prophet; Cruſe ye from man, , 
preath 1s in bis noris, for wherein is HE 19 te arcounted of ? 


n. 223. ED 
K 


— 
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which glitters, in the well imitated and gilded 


marble? Do they not, to the diſcerning eye, de. 


ſcribe the vigilance of her faith; the fervency 

of her devotion ; her victory over the world; 
and the celeſtial diadem, which the Lo RD, the 
righteous Judge, ſhall give her at that day“ 
Ho happy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharerof 
His bed, and partner of his fortunes! Their in- 
clinations were nicely-tuned uniſeng, and all 
their converſation was harmony. How ſilken 
the yoketo ſuch a pair, and what bleflings were 
_ twiſted with ſuch bands! Every joy was heigh- 


tened, and every care alleviated. Nothing ſeem- 


ed wanting to coaſummate their bliſs, but a 
hopeful progeny riſing around them — That 
they ire themſelves mukiplied in their 
little ones; ſce their mingled graces transfuſed 


That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the 
ſenſe and defign of bi; part of the fourth ine, 
Is ALL thou art! JF 
it is guarded above and beneath. — Above, is an expanded 
book, that ſeems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over 
the emblem of Death: which we cannot but ſuppoſe to be 
the Volume of Inſpiration, as it exhibits a ſort of abri«y- 
ment of its whole contents, in thoſe animated words; Bs 
"YE NOT $i. OTHFUL, BUT FOLLOWERS OF THEM,WRO 
TT HROUGM FAITH AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE 
 _ PROMISES, Heb. vi. 12 —Beneath, that every part might be 
pregnant with inſtruction, are thoſe ſtriking reflections; 
worthy the confideration of the highe/? proficient in know 
| ledge and piety, yet obvious to the underſtanding of th: 
moſt untaught reader; LIFE How $8HoORT!Y ETERNIT! 
HOW LONG !-—— May my foul learn the forcible purport 
of this ſhort leſſon, in her contraRed ſpan of time! and al 
_ eternity will not be too long to rejoice in having learned 
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into their offspring; and feel the glow of their 
affection augmented, by being reflected trom their 
children : * Grant us this gift,“ ſaid their uni- 
ted orafers, ** and our ſatisfactions are crown 
ed; we requeſt no more.“ 
Alas | how blind are mortals to 6 ret 1 ; 
how unable to diſcern what is really good“! 
Give me childern, or elſe I dieF. An ardour of im- 
patience altogether unbecoming, and as miſta- 
ken as it was unbecomiog. She dies, not by 
the diſappointment, but by the accompliſbment, 
of her deſire.— If children are, to parents, like 
2 flowery chaplet, whoſe beautics bloſſom with. 
ornament, and whoſe odours breathe delight; 
Death, or ſome fell misfortune, may find means. 
io entwine themſelves with the lovely wreath. 
Whenever our ſouls are poured out, with paſ- 
honate importunity, after any inferior . 
nion; it may be truly ſaid, in the words of our 
divine Maſter, Ye know not what ye aſt.— Does 
Providence with-hold the thing that we long 
„for! It denies in mercy ; and only with- holds 
de che occaſion of our miſery, perhaps the inſtru- 
„nent of our ruin. With a fickly appeute, we 
o often loath what is wholeſome, and hanker af- 


er our bane, Where imagination dreams of 


* Wunmingled ſweets, there experience frequendy | 
„ads the bitterneſs of woe, 


* « Neſcia mens hominum fati, fortifave future! TY 
* Turno tempus crit, magno cum optaverit emptum, 
* Intactum Pallanta; et cum ſpolia in diemque 
* Oderit. | FE VI 10. 


# Gen. raw 1, 


tion. 
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Therefore may we covet immoderately, nei. 
ther this nor that form of earthly felicity ; but 
refer the whole of our condition to the choice 
of urerring Wiſdom. May we learn to renounce 
our own will; and be ready to make a ſacrifice 
of our warmeſt wiſhes, whenever they run 
counter to the good pleaſure of Gop. For, in- 
deed, as to obey his laws, is to be perfectly free; 
fo to reſign ourſelves to his diſpoſal, is to 2 
bliſb our own Naß pine, and to be ſecure fron 
fear of evil. 
HERE a ſmall and a plus tone! is placed up- 

on the ground; purchaſed, 6ne would imagine, 
from the little fund, and formed by. the hand 
of Frugality itſelf, Nothing coſtly ; nor one de- 
coration added; only a very ſhort inſcription; 
and that fo effaced, as to be ſcarcely intelligible, 
Was the depoſitory unfauhful to its truſts! 
Or were the letters worn by the frequent reſort 
of the ſurviving family, to mourn over the 


” grave of a moſt caloable and beloved relative 


For J perceive, upon a cloſer inſpection, that 
it covers the remains of a father; a relig iou- fo 
_ ther ; ſnatched from his growing offspring, be 

fore they were fettled in the world, or ſo — 
as their POO fixed by a thorough educa- 


THIS, fore: is the moſt colplicated difirek, 
that has hitherto come under our conſideration. 
'Che folemnities of ſuch a dying chamber are ſome 
of the moſt melting and melancholy ſcenes ima: 
ginable.—There lies the affectionate huſband, 


the indi Igent parent; the faithful friend; and- 
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the generous maſter. He lies in the laſt extre- 
mities, and on the very point of diſſolution. 
Art has done its all, The raging diſeaſe mocks 
the power of medicine. It haſtens, with reſiſt- 


ce NMeſs impetuoſity, wo execute its dreadful errand; 
un Neo rend aſunder the filver cord of life, and the 


more delicate tie of ſocial attachment, and con- 


＋ rgal affeGtion. N 5 
. A ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, 
nm Weſt many a wiſhful look, and condole their 

honoured maſter in the language of ſighs. 
p- WThe condeſcending mildneſs ot his commands 
Ne, Nun wont to produce an alacrity of obedience, 
nd {Wind render their ſervice a pleafure. The re- 
le · Wmembrance of both embitters their grief, and 
n; ¶ nakes tears trickle plentifully down their honeſt 
lc. Nchecks.— His Friends, who have ſoloften ſhared = 
s! bis joys, and gladdened his mind, with their 
rt Nenlivening converſe, now are miſerable com- 
he orters. A ſempathizing and mournful pity 
es all the relief they are able to contribute; un- 
at kſs it be augmented by their ſilent prayers for 
@ he divine ſuccour, and a word of conſolation 
e. ¶ ſuggeſted: from the Scriptures . Fhoſe poor 
ch innocents, the children, crowd around the bed; 
a. ¶ drowned in tears, and almoſt frantic with grief; 
f they ſob out their little ſouls, and paſſionate- 

* Te Scripture, proper for ſuch an occaſion ; con- 

P aan waa pak under affliction, Lam. in. 8 | 
10 BB He: xii. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 1. — of pardon, Iſa. Inii. 3. &i. 18. 
3.70. ii. 1, 2. Afs x. 43.—0f juſtification, Rom. v. 9. & viii. 
d. . Cor. v. . —0f victory ovet death, P/al. xx11J. 4. 
d. 


Ti vi. 40. 4 Cor. v. 1. fru. vii. 16. 17. 


Shxiii. 26. 1 Cor. xv- $6, $7.—of a happy reſurrection, 
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pFearns. To her, the loſs is beyond meaſure ay: 


1 the intereſts of herſelf and her children? 


to ſooth the laſt agonies of her dearer felf.— 


ſpeechleſs ardour, on the pale countenance, and 
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ly cry. Will he leave us! leave us in @ 
„ helpleſs condition! leave us to an injurious 

, world!! | | FEE 

I Theſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the 

diſtreſſed /pou/e, and overwhelm her breaſt with 

an impetuous tide of ſorrows. In her, the lo- 

ver weeps, the wife mourns, and all the mother 


_ gravated, by months and years of delightful fv. 
ciety, and exalied friendſhip —W here, alas! 
can {he meet with ſuch unſuſpected fidelity, or 
_ repoſe ſuch unreſerved confidence? where find 
| ſo diſcreet a counſellor; ſo improving an ex. 
ample; and a guardian ſo ſedulouſly attentii 


See! how ſhe hangs over the languiſhing bed; 
moſt tenderly ſolicitous to prolong a life, im. 
portant and defirable far beyond her own; or, 
jf that be impraclic able, no leſs tenderly officious 


Her hands, trembling under direful apprehen- 
ſions, wipe the cold dews from the livid checks; 
and ſometimes ſtay the finking head on her 
gentle arms, ſometimes reſt it on her compal- 
_ fionate: boſom. —See } how ſhe gazes, with 4 


meagre features. Speechleſs her tongue ; but 
ſhe looks unutterable things. While all her 
ſoft paſſions throb with unavailing fondaels 
and her very ſoul bleeds with exquiſite an- 
Ihe fufferer, all patient and adoring, ſubmits 
to the divine will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes 
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wife and his children; his wife, who will ſoon be 
a deſolate widow his children, who will ſoon 
de helpleſs orphans. ** Yet, though caſt down, 
not in deſpair.“ He is greatly refreſhed by his 


of approaching glory. Religion gives a dignity 
o diſtreſs. At each interval of eaſe he com- 


he majeſty of woe. 


low; extends a kind hand to his ſervants, 
which is bathed in tears; takes an affecting fare- 


mbrace; kiffes the dear pledges of their mu- 


life and of ſtrength in the following words; 


« loſe an earthly parent, you have a Father in 


. heaven, who lives for evermore —Nothing, 
4 nothing but an vnbelieving heart, and irre- 
n 


ments of his love.“ 
He could proceed no farther, "His heart was 
full; but utterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, 


ſyperior to his affliction. He is ſenſibly touch- 
d with the diſconſolate ſtate of his attendants; | 
and pierced with an anxious concern for his 


ruſt in the everlaſting covenant, and his hope 


orts his very comforters; and ſuffers with all 
The ſoul, juſt going to abandon the tottering 
lay, collects all her force, and exerts her t 
forts, The geod man raiſes himſelf on his 
ell of his friends; claſps his wife in a feeble 


ual love; and then pours all that remains of | 


„die, my dear children: but Gon, the ever- 
« laſting Gov, will be with you. —Though you 


* lgious life, can ever ſeparate you from the 
regards of his pr ovidence,—t1 om the endear- 


with di Miculty, great difficulty, he added, — 
8 You the dear {a1 mer of ny ſoul, you are 
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| 4 ] leave you under a weight of cares. —By 
= op, whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and be 
truth,. Gop hath ſaid, Iwill never leave the, 
„ nor forſake thee®. —This revives my drovping 
* ſom z—and now, O Father of compaſſion, 
inte thy hands I commend my ſpirit. —Eq. 


_ « couraged by thy promiſed genre, J leave 


lere he fainted; fell back upon the bed, 
and lay, for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſes 


is ſometimes ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps i in. 


to a quivering flame; ſo life, before it totally 
expired, gave a parting ſtruggle, and once more 


but the organs of ſpeech were become like x 


phlegm rattled in his throat. His aſpect, however, 
_ ſpoke aſfection inexpreſſible. With all the father, 


one more view of thoſe dear children, whon 
Ile turns his dying eyes on that beloved wyman, 
light. Fixed in this poſture, amidit ſmiles of 


8 love, and under a W of Ben ven- they ſhiat 
I out their laſt. | 


« now the only protector of our other 


« Gor, who defendeth the caufe of the widoy, 


4 ſpirits, —let this ſupport the wife of my he. 


„ my fatherleſs'——— 


As a taper, upon the very point of extinction, 


looked abroad from the opening eyelids.—H 
would fain have ſpoke, fain have uttered the 
ſentence he began. More than once he eflayed; 


broken veſſel, and nothing but the obſtrutting 


all the hufband, ſtill living in his looks, he takes 
he had often beheld with a parental triumph. 


whom he never beheld but with a glow of de. 


| Es Bb. xiii, . 5 


VUpon this, the ſilent ſorrow burſts into loud 
u ments. They weep, and refuſe to be comfort- 
"Wes. Till ſome length of time had given vent to 
id 


 Wigion had ſtaunched their bleeding woes. Then 
ie afflicted family ſearch for the ſentence, which 
Fell unſiniſbed from thoſe loved, thoſe venerable, 
I, 


nd pious lips. They find it recorded by the 
rophet Jeremiah, containing the direction of 
finite Wiſdom, and the promiſe of unbounded 
oodneſs ; Leave thy fatherleſs children; I will 


l reſerve them alive: and let thy widows truſt in 
4 We #. — This, now, is the comfort of their life, 
% zd the joy of their heart. They treaſure it 
N 


upply all their wants, by entailing the bleſſing 


and their guardian God, 


* dyn and memorial of another's deceaſe, but a 
*" Wecond, a third, a long ſucceſſion of theſe me- 
oh ancholy monitors, crowd upon my fight F,— 


hat which has fixed my obſervation, is one 
pt a more grave and fable aſpeF than the for - 


he made ſomewhat of a figure in his ſtation 


Fer. xlix. 11. 


1 Plurima mortis imago.“ VIS. 


Vol. I. 1 
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the exceſs of paſſion; and the conſolations of re- 


p in their memories. It is the beſt of legaciet. 
ind an inexhauſtible fund: A fund which will 


pf Heaven on all their honeſt labours.—They _ 
re rich, they are happy, in this ſacred pledge 
ff the Divine favour. They fear no evil; they 
rant no good; becauſe Gop is their portion, 


NO ſooner turned from one memento of my 


de- ; | 
deer. I ſuppoſe it preſerves the relics of a 
lie ore aged perſon. One would conjecture, that 
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among the living, as his monument does among 
the funeral marbles. Let me draw near, and 
inquire of the ſtone, #ho, or what, is beneai 
its ſurface ?”—1I am informed, he was once the 
__ owner of a conſiderable eſtate ; which vu 
much improved, by his own application and 
management: that he left the world in th; 


buſy period of life, advanced a Intle veyou 


_ the meridian. _ 

Probably, replied my wuſing mind. one of 

_ thoſe indefatigable drudges, who riſe early; lat 
take reſt ; and cat the bread of carefulneſs; ng 
to ſecure the loving-kindneſs of the Lok D, not 
to make proviſion for any reaſonable neceſſity; 
but only to amaſs together ten thouſand tima 
more than they can poſſibly /. — Did he ng 


lay ſchemes for enlarging his fortune, and ay. 


grandizing his family? Did he not purpoſe ty 
join field to field, and add houſe to houſe, til 
' his poſſeſſions were almoſt as vaſt as his deſires! 
that, then, he would fit down, and enjoy whit 
he had acquired; breathe a while from his toi 
 1ome purſuit of things temporal, and, perhaps, 
think a little of things eternal *, 
But ſee the folly of worldly wiſdom ! Hor 
 Hlly, how childiſh, is the ſagacity of (what i 
called) manly and maſterly prudence, when | 
contrives more ſolicitouſly for TIME, than it 


| provides for ETERNITY ! How ſtrangely infa. 


_— are thoſe ſubtile heads, which wear 


. oy Hac mente laborem 
«©. Sel fs, ſenes ut in otia tuta recedant, | 
Aiunt, cum fabi ſint copgelta. TN” — Ho 
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themſelves in concerting meaſures for phantoms | 
of a day, and ſcarce beſtow a thought on ever- 
Hing realities - When every wheel moves on 
ſmoothly ; when all the well. diſpoſed deſigns 
are ripening apace for execution; and the long- 
expected criſis of enjoyment ſeems to approach; 
behold ! Gop from on high laughs at the Ba- 


moſt finely ſpun indeed, but more eatily dit 
lodged, is ſwept away in an inſtant; and all 
the abortive projects are buried in the ſame 
grave with their prejector. So true is that ver- 
dict, which the Wiſdom from above paſſes on. 
theſe ſucce/5ful unfortunates: They walk in 
„ a vain ſhadow, and diſquiet r in 
Wie, 
Speak, ye that attended ſuch a one in n his laſt ; 
minutes; ye that heard his expiring ſentiments ; 
did he not cry out, in the language of diſap- 
pointed ſenſuality, —** O Death! how terrible 
i thy approach to a man immerſed in ſecular 
cares, and void of all concern for the never- 
« ending hereafter ! Where, alas! is the pro- 


' to the knowledge, and of being dexterous 
in the diſpatch, of earthly affairs; fince I 
„have all the while neglected the one thing 
p " needful ! Deſtructive miſtake ! I have been 
' attentive to every inferior intereſt; I have 
laid myſelf out on the trifles of a moment; 

but have difregarded heaven ; have forgot. 
| Ziel. zxxiz. * PLS 
112 


bel. builder. Death touches the bubble, and it 5 
breaks; it drops into nothing. The cobweb, 


« fit, where the comfort, of entering deep in- 


. by the dying words an unhappy brother, and | 


thick clay, when they are to“ run for an incor 
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eternal ages! Oh that my days“ Here be 
was going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs wiſhe, 
or to form I know not what ineffectual re. 
ſolutions: but a ſudden convulſion ſhook hi 
| nerves ; diſabled his tongue; and, in leſs that 
an hour, diflolved his frame. 

May the children of this world bo warned 


gather advantage from his misfortune.—Why 


| thould they pant, with ſuch impatient ardour, 100 
after white and yellow earth, as if the univem I nu 


aid not afford ſufficient for every one to takefWr , 
alittle ! Why ſhould they /ade themſelves wit 14 


ruptible crown, and preſs towards the prix eb 
of their high calling?” Why thould tz. 
| overload the veſſel, in which their everlaſtin 
ALLis embarked; or fill their arms with ſuper: * 
Nuities, when they are to ſwim for their live! 


Let ſo pre poſterous is the conduct of thk * 
perſons who are a/l induſtry, to heap up an abu n 
dance of the wealth which periſheth ; but I 
Icarce ſo much as Jaintly aft rous of being ric. 
towards GOD. | 0 
Oh chat we may walk through all theſe gli 
rering toys, at leaſt with a wiſe indifference, W * 
not with a ſuperior diſdain ! Having enougt 
for the conveniencies of life, let us only accm 
ꝛnodate ourſelves with things below, and lay 
our treaſures in the regions above. —W here» the 


if we indulge an anxious concern, or laviſh u 
| inordinate care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions; 
we Shall rivet them to our affeQtions with ſo . 
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an union, that the utmoſt ſeverity of pain muſt 


attend the ſeparating ſtroke. By ſuch an eager 


attachment to what will certainly be ravithed 


from us, we ſhall only inſure to ourſelves accu- 


mulated anguiſb againſt the agonizing hour: 
we ſhall plant, atorehand, our dying pillow 


with thorns ®, 0 : 
SOME, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore yzars 
and ten, before they made their exit; nay, ſome 


few reſigned not their breath till they had 


numbered fourſcore revolving harveſts. Theſe, 
| would hope, remembered their Creator in 


« the days of their youth” before their ſtrength 
became labour and ſorrow ;—before that low 
ebb of languilhing nature, when the keepers of 


the houſe tremble, ana thoſe that lock out of the 


windows are darkenedF; when even the lighting 


down of the graſbopper is a burden on the bend- 


ing ſhoulders, and deſire itſelf fails in the liſtleſs 
lethargic foul; before thoſe heavy hours come, 

and thoſe tireſome moments draw nigh, in 
which, there is too much reaſon to ſay, We 
have no pleaſure in them; no improvement 


„from them.” 


Lean not on earth; "twill picrce thee to the heart; 
A broken reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear:  _ 
On its ſharp point Peace bleeds, and Hope expires. 


Night- Thoughts, No III. mY 


t Ecel.xii-3, 3. I need not remind my reader, that, 
the former of theſe figurative expreſſions, is ſignified the 
exervated ſtate of the hands and arms ; by the latter, the 


eimneſ/s of the eyes, or the total fo of /igh:; - that, taken in 


connexion with other parts of the chapter, they exhibit, 


m a ſeries of bold and lively mctaphors, a deſcription of 


Me various irfirmdies attendant on old age, 
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bolt irreligion. Evil habits muſt have ſtruck the 


ſalvation indeed. If ſuch a one eſcapes deſtrue 


dours; not beginning to break vp the ground, 


command, a leproſy of the longeſt continu 
ance, and of the utmoſt inveteracy, departs u 


102 MEDITATIONS 


If their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil 
how unfit muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circum 
ſtances, to go to the market and buy * ! For, 
beſides a variety of diſorders ariſing from th 
enfeebled conſtitution, their corruptions muſthe 
ſurpriſingly ſtrengthened by ſuch a long court 


_ decpeſt root; muſt have twiſted themſelves with 
every fibre of the heart; and be as thorough 
| 3ngrained in the diſpoſition, as the foot in the 
_ Ethiopian's complexion, or the ſpots in the leo 

pard's ſkin. If ſuch a one, under ſuch diſadva 
tages, ſurmounts all the difficulties which lie i 
his way to glory, it muſt be a great and mighy 


tion, and is ſaved at the laſt, it muſt, without 
all peradventure, be—/o as by fire fp. 

Ig)hbis is the ſeaſon which ſtands in need d 
comfort, and is very improper to enter upon the 
conflict. The huſbandman ſhovld now be put 
ting in his ſickle, or eating the fruit of his |» 


or ſcatter the ſeed, —Nothing, *tis true, is im. 
poſſible with Gop. He ſaid, Let there be light, 


and there was light; inſtantaneous light, diffi- - 


| fed, as quick as thought, through all the dil 
mal dominion of primeval Darkneſs, At hi 


a moment. He can, in the greatneſs of hi 
| ſtrength, quicken the wretch, who has lain dead 

in treſpaſſes and ſins, not four days only, but 

„„ d N e 9. 11 Cor, iii. 8. 
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| Wfourſcore years.—Yet truſt not, O truſt not, 
„a point of ſuch ine xpreſſible importance, to ſo 
r Wdreadful an uncertainty. Gop may ſuſpend his 


power; may withdraw his help; may ſwear in 
bis wrath, that ſuch abuſers of his long-ſuffer- 
ing ſhall * never enter into his reſt.” “ 

i Ye, therefore, that are vigorous in health, 
Wand blooming in years, improve the precious 
opportunity. Improve your golden hours to 
be Whe nobleſt of all purpoſes ; ſuch as may ren- 
oder you meet for the inheritance of ſaints in 
light; and aſcertain your. title to a ſtate of 


immortal youth, to a crown of eternal glory“. 
Stand not all the prime of your day idle; 
trifle no longer with the offers of this immenſe 
felicity; but make haſte, and delay not the time, 
to keep GoD's commandments. While you are 
loitering in a gay inſenſibility, Death may be 
he Wbending his bow, and marking you out for 
„May 1 be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of fine 
ſentiments, and a trcatiſe particularly appofite to my ſub- 


ject, Dr. LUCAS's INQUIRY AFTER HAPPINESS ? that 
part eſpecially, which diſplays the method, and enumerates 


be advantages, of improving life, or living much in a little time, 
* chap. III. p. 158. of the 6th edit.— An euth:r, in whom the 
„eeatleman, the ſcholar, and the Chriſtian, are moſt happily 
Ji. united. A performance, which, in point of ſolid argument, 
hy {Wunaffefted piety, and a vein of thought amazingly fertile, 
u,, perhaps, no ſuperior. Nor can I wiſh my reader 
. Wa more refined pleaſure, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, 
10 chan that of having the ſentiments of this entertaining and 
his Wpathetic writer wove into the very texture of his heart. 
ed aleſs 1 might be allowed to wiſh, that the writer himſelf 


which our bappineſs abſolutely depends) a little more li- 
derally „„ % ite 


had interſperſed the glorious peculiarities of the ge, 
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ſpeedy victims.—Not long ago, I happened u 
ſpy a thoughtleſs jay. The poor bird was idy 
duſied in dreſſing his pretty plumes, or hopping 
careleſsly from ſpray to ſpray. A ſportſma 
coming by, obſerves the feathered rover. In 
mediately he lifts the tube, and levels his bloy, 
Swifter than whirlwind flies the leaden death; 
and, in a moment, lays the filly creature breath. 
leſs on the ground. Such, ſuch may be the fat, 
of the man, who has a fair occaſion of obtaining 
grace to-day, and wantonly poſtpones the in- 
provement of it till to-morrow. He may be cu 


off in the midſt of his folly, and ruined for ever 


while he is dreaming of being wi/e hereafter, 
. SOME, no doubt, came to this their laſt re. 
treat, full of piety, and full of days, ** as a ſhock 
of corn, ripe with age, and laden with plen 
© ty, cometh in, in his ſeaſon *.” — Theſe wert 
children of light, and wi in their generation; 
wiſe with that exalted wiſdom which cometh 
from above, and with that enduring wiſdom 
which laſts to erernity,—R:ch alſo, they were 
more honourably and permanently rich, than al 
the votaries of Mammon. The wealth of the on 
has made itſelf wings, and is irrecoverably gone; 
while the wretched acquirers are tranſmitted t0 
that place of penury and pain, where not ſo 
much as one drop of water is allowed to coo! 
their ſcorched tongues. The ſtores of the cther 
ſtill abide with them; will never depart from 
them; but make them glad, for ever and ever, 
in the city of their Gop. Their treaſures wer: 
e e 5 


nnn 
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ſuch as no created power could take away ; 
Auch as none but infinite Bene ficence can be/tow ; 
ind (comfortable to conſider !) ſuch as I. and 


1 every indigent "onging ſinner, may obtain: 
J treaſures of heavenly knowledge, and wes. 5 
* faith; treaſures of atoning blood, and imputed 
eee EI 55 
Here lie their bodies in“ peaceable habita - 
tions, and quiet reſting - places“. Here they 
ng * Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes 
n within the church; and exclaim againſt it, as a very great 
cut WY im;ropricty and indecency. But this, I imagine, proceeds 
er fon an exceſſive and miſtaken delicacy- If proper care be 
b taken to ſecure from injury the foundations of the building ; 
T. and to prevent the exhalation of any noxious efffuvia from 
re. the putrefying fleſh; | cannot diſcover any inconveniencies 
x WM a:tcnding this practice, 8 8 
The notion, that noiſome carcaſes (as they are called) 
cn: arc very un becoming a place conſecrated to religious pur- 
ere poſes, ſeems to be derived from the antiguated Je uiſb eanon; 
n; »bereby it was declared, that a dead body imparted de- 
'W flemcnt to the perſon who touched it, and polluted the 
lh ſpot where it was lodged. On which account the Jews 
0m W were ſcrupulouſly careful to have their ſepulchres built at 
ere a diſtance from their houſes ; and made it a point of con- 
u ©<nce. not to ſuffer burial-places to ſubſiſt in the city. 
But as this was a rite purely ceremonial, it ſcems to be en- 
Vn i tirely ſuperſeded by the g/d pope tion, * 
e; cannot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian eco- 
% 22 there is a propriety and uſefulneſs in the cuſtom. 
—Uſefulneſs, becauſe it muſt render our ſolemn aſſemblies 
o more venerable and awful. For when we walk over the 
50! duſt of our friends, or kneel upon the aſhes of our relations, 
by WW ſbis awakening circumſtance mult ſtrike a lively impreſſion 
of our own mortality. And what conſideration can be more 
"mM effectual, to make us ſcrious and attentive in hearing, ear- 
er, W neſt and importunate in praying ? | cs | 


As for the fine /i of the uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable 
to the defign of thoſe ſacred cdifices, They are ſet apart 


in their heavenly Father's houſe? Why may they nat lit 
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5 have thrown off every burden, nnd are eſcaped 
from every ſnare ; 'The head aches no more; 


for God; not only to receive his worſhippers, but to pre 
ſerve the furniture for holy miniſtrations, and what is, in: 
peculiar manner, appropriated to the Divine Majeſty. Ar 
not the bodies of the ſaints the Almighty's property ? Wer 
they not once the objects of his tender love? Are they 10 
ſtill the ſubjects of his /pectal care? Has he not given com ref 
mandment concerning the bones of his elect ? and charge{ 
the ocean, and enjoined the grave, to keep them until ttg 
day? When rocks bright with gems, or mountains rich with 
mines, are abandoned to the deyouring flames; will no 
theſe be reſcued from the fiery ruin? Will not theſe be tran 
lated into Je Hovan's kingdom, and, conjointly with the 
| ſoul, made © his jewels ;” made his peculiar treaſure;" 
made to ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmameat, and à 
the ſtars, for ever and ever? nt 
Ils not CuRISsT the LORD of cur bodies ? Are they nat 
bought with a price? bought, not with corruptible things, as 
ſilver and gold, but with his diviacly-precious blood. And 
if the bleſſed Ixs vs obtained the redemption of our bodies 
at ſo infititely dear a rate; can it enter into our hearts to 
_ conceive, that he ſhould diſlike to have them repoſed un- 
der his own habitation '/—Once more; Are not the bodic 
of the faithful temples of the Holy Ghojt ? and is there not, 
upon this ſuppoſition, an apparent propriety, rather than 
the leaſt indecrrum, in remitting theſe temples of fleſh tothe 
temples made with hands? They are veſſels of honour ; is 
ſtruments of righteouſneſs; and, even when broken by 
Death, like the fragments of a golden bowl, are valuable; 
are worthy to be laid up in the ſafeſt, moft honourable re- 
poſitories. 2 5 
_ © Upon the whole, fince the Loa b Jesus has purchaſed 
them at the expenſe of his blood, and the bleſſed Spirit ha 
honoured them with his indwelling preſence : fance they 
are right dear in the ſight of the adorable Trinity, and ut- 
duoubted heirs of a glorious immortality; why ſhould it be 
thought a thing improper, to admit them to a tranſient relt 


don and ſleep in the outer courts, fince they are ſoon to be 
introduced into the inmoſi manſions of everlaſting honou 
TT Hoo: > 4 ee OEM 
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the eye forgets to weep; the fleſh is no longer 
racked with acute, nor waſted with wr | 
diſtempers. Here they receive a final releaſe 

from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from 
ſorrow. Here Danger never threatens them 
with her terrifying alarms ; but Tranguillity 
ſoftens their couch, and Safety guards their 
repoſe Reſt then, ye precious relicts, within 


«« Wthis hoſpitable gloom. Reſt in gentle ſlumbers, 
+ till the laſt trumpet ſhall give the welcome ſig- 


nal, and ſound aloud, through all your ſilent 
manſions, ** Ariſe, ſhine; for your light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen 
een in en hog ns 
To theſe how calm was the evening of life ! 


no la what a ſmiling ſerenity did their ſun go 
onna! When their fleſh and their heart fail- 
lies Ned, bow reviving was the remembrance of an 


all-ſufficient Redeemer, once dying for their 
ins, now riſen again for their juſtification! 
How cheering the well - grounded hope of par- 
on for their tranſgreſſions, and peace with 
ob, through JesUs CnarisT our Lok! 
How did this aſſuage the agonies, and ſweeten 
le; I the bitterneſs, of death? Where now is Wealth 
. Nrith all her golden mountains ?—Where is 
Honour with her proud trophies of renown? 
ts (Where are all the vain pomps of a deluded 
hey world? Can they inſpire ſuch comfort, can they 
i > adminiſter any ſupport, in this laſt extremity ? 
Can they compoſe the affrighted thoughts, or 
e lie Wiuoy up the departing ſoul, amidft all the 
1001 Io” oo y en 


clleſtial guides !- 
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| pangs of diſſolution ?—The followers of the 
pe ſeem pleaſed and triumphant, even x 
their laſt gaſp. God's everlaſting arms ar: 
e underneath” their fainting heads *. H 
Spirit whiſpers peace and war; Fur regal to their 
conſciences. In the ſtrength of theſe heaven 
| ſuccours they quit the field, not captives, by 
Fonpuerors 1 with“ hopes, full of immortality, 
And now they are gone. —The ſtruggles 0 
reluctant nature are over. The body ſleeps in 
death; the ſoul launches into the inviſible ſtate 
—But who can imagine the delightful ſurpriſ. 
when they find themſelves ſurrounded by guar: 
dlian angels, inſtead of weeping friends? Howſe 
curely do they wing their way, and paſs through 
unknown worlds, under the conduct of thok 
The vale of tears is quite 
loſt. Farewell, for ever, the realms of wor, 
and range of malignant beings ? They arrix 
on the frontiers of inexpreſſible felicity The 
are come to the city of the living Gon:" 
while a voice, ſweeter than Muſic in her ſotici 
_ ſtrains, ſweet as the harmony of hymning ſerv» 


Phim, congratulates their arrival, and beipeik: 


their admiſſion : Lift up your heads, O ye gatti; 
and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors ; that th 
heirs of glory may enter in, 
Here, then, let us leave the ſpicks and foul 
of the righteous, eſcaped from an entangling 
wilderneſs, and received into a paradiſe of d& 
lighis! eſcaped from the territories of diſquie 
_ tude, and ſettled in regions of unmolcſtod leew 


0 Dent. AIiii. 27. 
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e rity! Here they fit down Sin Arbe Bag 
und 7acob, in the kingdom of their Father. 
e Were they mingle with an innumerable com- 
10 pany of angels, and rejoice around the throne 
of the Lamb; rejoice in the fruition of preſent 
felicity, and in the aſſured expectation of an in- 


conceivable addition to their bliſs; when Gop 
ball call the heavens from above, and the earth, 
that he may judge his people *. 

Fools accounted their life madueſe, and their end 
ty be without honour ; but they are numbered 
among the children of GOD, and their lot, their 
ditioguiſhed and eternal lot, zs among the 


the truly religious ; be this the ſupreme, the in- 
variable defire of my heart, ** Let me live the 


oe * life, and die the death, of the righteous ! Ok! 
"WF it my latter-end, and tuture ſtate, be like 
hey 8 theirs? -* TY 
WW WHAT fgure 3 is chat which tirikes my . 
* from an eminent part of the wall? It is not 8 
Ak. ** 5 Refletions upon the state of Holy Souls, de- 


mh WER: from the Burden of the Fleſh, are ſparkling and fine; 
Us yet very indiftinft and empty, compared with the particulars 


mentioned above, and with many others that might be 


collected from Scripture. * In hoc tam procelloſo, ct in 


dub emnes tempeſtates expoſito navigantibus mari, nullus 
u portus, niſi mortis «ft, Ne itaque invideris fratri tuo, 
wy * quieſcit. "Tandem liber, tandem tutus, tandem æternus 


elt Fruitur nunc aperto et libero cœlo; ex humili et de- 
ure p breſſo, in cum emicut locum, qui ſolutas vinculis animas 
cu. beato recipit ſinu; et nunc omnia rerum natura bona cum 
| lumma voluy ate percipit,” SEN. ad 7.9. 
1 Wiſion: v. 45 S. | 


VoL. I. nt K 


aints +! However, therefore, an undiſcerning 
world may deſpiſe, and a profane world viii, 
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only placed in a more elevated 57 tuation thay 
the reſt, but carries a more ſplendid and fumy. 
?uous air than ordinary. Swords and fa 
murdering engines, and inſtruments of flaugh, 
ter, adorn the ſtone with a formidable mag. 
ficence.- It proves to be the monument of: 
noble warrior. 
ls ſuch reſpect, thought I, ac to we nf 
mory of this brave ſoldier, for ſacrificing hi 
life to the public good ?—Then, what honour, 
what immortal honours, are due to the gren 
Captain of our ſalvation ? who, though Lor 
of the angelic legions, and ſupreme Commander W!® 
of all the heavenly boſts, willingly offered hun gr 
ſelf a bleeding propitiation for ſinners wh 
I he one died, being a mortal; and only yield . 
ed up a life, which was long before forfeited: M"® 
divine Juſtice ; which muſt ſoon have been ſur WW” 
rendered as a debt to Nature, if it had not fallen th 
as a prey toWar.—But Cn RIS took fleſh, and of 
gave up the ghoſt, though he was the grea]Ws" 
IAM; the Fountain of exiitence ; who calls 
| happineſs and immortality all his own. He, 


- who thought it no robbery to be equal with Cal. by 
He, whoſe outgoings were from everlaſting; even” 
Hle was made in the likeneſs of man, and cut of p 


out of the land of the living. Wonder, O hex 
vens! be aſtoniſhed, O earth! HE died the death, th 
of whom it is witneſſed, that he is the true pr 
„Go p, and eternal F 

I he one expoſed himſelf to peril, in the ſer 
ice of his ſovereign and his country ; which mY 


= A 20. 5 . 


4 have declined. —But CHRIST took the field, 
N though he was the bleſſed and only Potentate ; 
N 6 ae of kings, and Lok o of lords. CHRIST 


* blood. That Prince of heaven reſigned his royal 
n erſon, not barely to the hazard, but to the 
en bevitable ſtroke ; to Death, certain in its ap- 
i proach, and armed with all its horrors.— And 
or hom ? Not for thoſe who were in any de- 


minals z whom he might have left to periſh in 


zing juſtice. 


The one, it is probable, died expeditiou/ly ; 
ge, vis ſuddenly wounded, and ſoon ſlain. A 
of, dullet lodged in bis heart, a ſword ſheathed 
en ia his breaſt, or a battle - axe cleaving the 
of Wbrain, might put a ſpeedy end to his miſery, 


ing as they were exquiſite. Even in the pre- 


Cr lude to his laſt ſuffering, what a load of ſor- 
ch dos overwhelmed his ſacred humanity! till 
the intolerable preſſure wrung blood, inſtead of 
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hough it was glorious to do, yet would have 
deen ignominious, in ſuch circumſtances, to 


took the field, though he was ſure to drop in 
the engagement; and put on the harneſs, though 
he knew beforehand that it muſt reek with his 


gree deſerving; but for his own diſobedient 
creatures; for the pardon of condemned male- 
factors; for a band of rebels, a race of traitors, 
the moſt obnoxious and inexcuſable of all cri- 


their iniquities, without the leaſt impeachment 
of his goodneſs, and to the diſplay of his aven- 


diſpatch him “ as in a moment.” —Whercas 
the divine Redeemer expired in tedious and 
rue protracted torments. His pangs were as linger- 


. 28S 
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feat, from every pore ! till the crimſon flog 


ſtained all his raiment, and tinged the yen 


ſtones ! But when the laſt ſcene of the trageg 
commenced, when the executioner's hamme 


had nailed him to the croſs; O! how many (jj; 


mal hours did that illuſtrious ſufferer hang! 
ſpectacle of woe, to Go p, to angels, and to men 
His temples mangled with the thorny crown 
his hands and feet cleft with the rugged iron 
his whole body covered with wounds and 

| bruiſes! and his foul, his very ſoul, pierce 
with pangs of unutterable diſtreſs ! | 


So long he hung, that Nature, through al 


her dominions, was thrown into fympathizing 
commotions. The earth could no longer ful. 
tain ſuch barbarous indignities, without trem 
bling; nor theſun behold them, without horror. 
Nay, ſo long did he hang in this extremity of 
_ agony and torture, that the alarm reached even 
the remote regions of the dead. Never, O ay 
- ſoul, never forget the amazing truth. The 
Lamb of Gop was ſeized, was bound, was 
flaughtered with the utmoſt inhumanity ; and 
endured death in all its bitterneſs, for thee. Hs 
murderers, ſtudiouſly cruel, fo guided the tz 


tal cup, that he taſted every drop of its gall, be. 
fore he drank it off to the very dregs.. 


Once again; The warrior died like a hen 
and fell gallantly in the field of battle. —but 


died not CHRIS as a foal dieth* ? Not on the 


bed of honour, with ſcars of glory in his brealt 


* 2 Sam. ill. 33. Of this indignity our Lox D complains; 
Are ye come out as againſt a thicf 7 Match, xxviiss. 


-- 
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but, like ſome execrable miſcreant, on a gibbet: 


with laſhes of the vile ſcourge on his back. 


Yes, the bleſſed Jes us bowed his expiring head 
on the accurſed tree; ſuſpended between hea- 
ven and earth, as an outcaſt from both, and 
unworthy of either. e 
What ſuitable returns of inflamed and ado- 
ring devotion can we make to the Holy One 
of GoD ; thus dying, that we might live? dying 
in ignominy and anguiſh, that we might live 
for ever in the heights of joy, and fit for ever 
on thrones of glory.— Alas lit is not in vs, im- 
potent, inſenſible mortals, to be duly thankful, 
He only, who confers ſuch inconceivably rich fa- 
yours, can enkindle a proper warmth of grate- 
ful affection. Then build thyſelf a monument, 


laſting monument of gratitude in our fouls. In- 
ſcribe the memory of thy matchleſs beneficence, 
not with ink and pen, but with that precious bd 
which guſhed from thy wounded veins. Engrave 
it, not with the hammer and chizel, but with . 
that ſharpened /pear, which pierced thy ſacred 
fide. Let it ſtand confpicuous, and indelible, 
not on outward tables of ſtone, but on the very 
inmoſt tables of our hearts,  _. © 
One thing more let me obſerve, before I bid 
adieu to this intombed warrior, and his garniſh- 
ed ſepulchre. How mean are theſe oſtentatious 
methods of bribing the vete of Fame, and pur- 


chafing a little poſthumous renown ! What a 


poor ſubſtitute for a ſer of memorable actions 
is poliſhed Or, the mimicry cf ſ{culp- 


moſtgracious IMMANUEL, build thyſelf an ever- 
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tured marble! The real excellency of thi 
bleeding patriot is written on the minds of his 
countrymen; it would have been remembered 
with applauſe ſo long as the nation ſubſiſt, 
without this artificial expedient to perpetuate 
it . And ſuch, ſuch is the monument I would 
_ wiſh for myſelf. Let me leave a memorial in 
the breaſts of my fellow creatures. Let ſurvi. 
ving friends bear witneſs, that I have not lived 
to myſelf alone, nor been altogether unſervice. 
able in my generation. O! let an uninterrupt. 
ed ſeries of beneficent offices be the in/cription; 
and the beſt intereſts of my acquaintance the 
Plate that exhibits it, 
Let the poor, as they paſs by my grave, point 
at the little ſpot, and thankfully acknowledge, 
“ There lies the man, whoſe unwearied kind- 
« neſs was the conſtant relief of my variou 
« diſtrefles; who tenderly vifited my languiſh- 
e ing bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent 
dir Bevil Granville, lain in the civil wars, at an c- 
gagement with the rebels.—It may poſſibly be ſome ei. 
tertainment to the reader, if I ſubjoin Sir Bevi's character, 
as it is drawn by that celebrated pen, which wrote the bi. 
ſtory of thoſe calamitous times, —** That which would have 
«© clouded any victory,“ ſays the noble Hiſtorian, * and 
1 made the loſs of others leſs ſpoken of, was the death 
e of Sir Bevil Granville. He was indeed an excellent per- 
_ «« ſon, whofe activity, intereſt, and reputation, were the 
foundation of what had been done in Cornwall : his ten- 
«© per and affections ſo public, that no accident which hap 
e pened could make any impreflion upon him; and tu 
example kept others from taking any thiog ill, or at leal 
4 ſeeming to do ſo. In a word, a brighter courage, andi 
«« gentler diſpoſition, were never married together, to mak 
* the moſt cheerful and innocent converſation.” 


his 

his Wh a guide to my perplexed thoughts, and a 

e cordial to my dejected ſpirit! Tis owing to 

u, Go p's bleſſing on his ſeaſonable charities, 

te and prudent conſolations, that I now live, 

and live in comfort.“ Let a perſon, once 

in Nienorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, 

n. and ſay within himſelf, as he walks over my 

ed ones, Here are the laſt remains of that ſin- 

e- ¶cere friend, who watched for my ſoul. I can 

pt. never forget, with what heedleſs gaiety I was 

n; W poſting on in the paths of perdition; and 

be W*1 tremble to think into what irretrievable - 
ruin I might quickly have been plunged, had 

in not his faithful admonitions arreſted me in 

ge, the wild career, I was unacquainted with 

1d the goſpel of peace, and had no concern for 

w MW its unſearchable treaſures ; but now, enlight- 

ſh- WH enced by his inſtructive converſation, I ſee the 

em all- ſufficiency of my Saviour; and, animated 

„by his repeated exhortations, I count all things 

but loſs, that I may win CHRIST. Methinks 

ter, his diſcourſes, ſeaſoned with religion, and 

1 « ſet home by the divine Spirit, ſtill tingle in 

my ears; are ſtill warm on my heart; and, I 

al * truſt, will be more and more operative, till 

„ve meet each other in the houſe not made 

ew with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

The only infallible way of immortalizing our 

characters, a way equally open to the meaneſt 
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i circumſtances. How often were his counſels. 


and moſt exalted fortune, is, to make our 
calling and election ſure ;” to gain ſome ſweet 
evidence, that our names are written in heaven. 
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5 page of Scripture will ſanctify thy paſſion ; even 
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Then, however they may be difregarded q. 
forgotten among men, they will not fail to be 
had in everlaſting remembrance before the 
LoRD.— This is, of all diſtinctions, far the no- a 
bleſt. Ambition, be this thy object, and every 


grace itſelf will fan thy flame. — As to earth 
memorials, yet a little while, and they are al 
obliterated. The tongue of thoſe, whoſe hap, 
pine ſs we have zealouſly promoted, muſt ſoot 
be ſilent in the coffin. Characters cut with 1 
pen of iron, and committed to the ſolid rock 
will ere long ceaſe to be legible #. But as many 
as are enrolled “ in the Lamb's book of lite,” 
he himſelf declares, ſhall never be blotted out 
from thoſe annals of eternity T. When a flight 
of years has mouldered the triumphal column 
into duſt; when the brazen ſtatue periſhes un. 
der the corroding hand of Time; 2% e honaur: 
ſtill continue; ſtill are n and incorrup- 
: tible, 1 in the world of glory. 
Make the extended ſkies your tomb; 
Let ſtars record your worth: 


| Yet know, vain Mortals, all molt dic, 
As Nature's /ichliejt birth. | 


Would bounteous Heav'n induge my pray! 5 
Il frame a nobler choice; 

Nor, living, wiſh the pompous pile; ; 
Nor, dead, regret the loſs. 


In thy fair Bock of Life divine, 
My GoD, inſcribe my name: 
There let it fill ſome bumble place, 
Beneath the Navghter' d Lamb, Y 


2 Data os * quoque fata  ſepuebai. jos 
| -v Rev, i N. „ 5 
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Thy ſaints, while ages roll away, 
In endleſs fame ſurvive ; | 
Their glories, o'er the wrongs of Time 
Greatly triumphant, live. 


YONDER entrance leads, 1 ſuppoſe, n 


ant. Let me turn aſide, and take one view 
en of the habitation, and its tenants.— The ſullen 
7 dior grates upon its hinges: not uſed to receive 


many viſitants, it admits me with reluctance 


„ind murmurs. —W hat meaneth this ſudden tres 

oN pidation, while I deſcend the ſteps, and am vi- 
. iting the pale nations of the dead —Be com- 
K, 


poſed, my ſpirits; there is nothing to fear in 
theſe quiet chambers. ** Here, even the wick- 
«ed ceaſe from troubling.” _ 335 
Good heavens ! what a ſolemn fcene !—how 
diſmal the g/com! Here is perpetual darkneſs, 
and night even at noon-day.— How doleful the 
ſolitude ! Not one trace of cheerful ſociety ; but 
Sorrow and Terror ſeem to have made this theie 
P Wereadful abode, —Hark ! how the hollow dome 
 Wrelounds at every tread. The Echoes, that long 
have ſlept, are awakened, and lament, and ſigh, 
along the walls. . 
A beam or two finds its way through the 
grates; and reflects a feeble glimmer from 
the nails of the coffins. So many of thoſe ſad 


ſpectacles, half concealed in ſhades, half ſeen 


dimly by the baleful twilight, add a deeper 
horror to theſe gloomy manſions.—lI pore up- 
on the inſcriptions, and am juſt able to pick 
out, that thefe are the remains of the rich and 
renowned. No vulgar dead are depoſited here. 


00 


corpſes, without much ceremony, 80 dom 


| priſe. I find here are no phantoms, but ſud 


no ſplendid retinue ſurrounding this ſoliur 


tendant than a duſty fatue; which, while th 
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The 717 Nluftrious, and Right H rede han 
claimed this for their laſt retreat. And, in. 
deed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy pre. 
eminence, They lie, ranged in mournful or. 
der, and in a fort of ſilent pomp, under the 
| arches of an ample ſepulchre; while meang 


 ** to the ſtones of the pit.” 
My apprebenſions recover from their ſur 


as Fear raiſes.— However, it till amazes ng, 
to obſerve the wonders of this nether world, 
Thoſe who received vaſt revenues, and calle 
whole lordſhips their own, are here reducedu 
Half a dozen feet of earth, or confined in a fer 
ſbeets of lead. Rooms of ſtare, and ſumptuou 
furniture, are reſigned for no other ornament 
than the ſbraud; for no other apartment tha 
the darkſome niche —Where is the ftar tha 
| blazed upon the breaft, or coronet that gli. 
tered round the temples? The only remain 
of departed dignity are, the weather - beaten 
hatchment, and the tattered eſcutcheon. I ſee 


 ewelling. The lordly equipage hovers no Jonger 
about the lifeleſs maſter. He has no other at 


_ regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the ſculpior“ 
| hand has taught to weep. 

Thoſe who gloried in high- born anceſion, 
and noble pedigree, here drop their lofty preten- 
fions. 'They acknowledge kindred with creep 
0s _ and ith arms vith the meancl 
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tiles. They ſay to corruption, Thou art my 
her; and to the worm, Thou art my mother, 
nd my ſiſter.— Or, ſhould they ſtill aſſume the 
tyle of diſtinction, ah! how impotent were 
be claim! how apparent the oſtentation ! Is it 
aid by their monument, HERE Lites THE 
REAT? How cafily is it replicd by the ſpeRa- 
or, 5 V 
— -— Falſe marble !—where? 
Nothing but poor and ſordid duſt lies here. 4 
Mortifying truth! Sufficient, one would think, 
o wean the moſt ſanguine appetite from this 
nſitory ſtate of things; from its ſickly ſatiſ- 
ations, its fading glories, its vaniſhing trea- 
For now, ye tying vanities of life! 
Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating train! TE 
Where are ye now? and what is your amount? 
What is all the world to theſe poor breath- 
leſs beings ?—What are their pleaſures? A 
dubble broke. What their honours ? A dream 
hat is forgotten, —What the ſum-toral of their 
wnjoyments below? Once, perhaps, it appeared, 
d inexperienced and fond deſire, ſomething _ 
conſiderable : but, now Death has meaſured it 
ich his line, and weighed it in his ſcale, what 
the upſhot? Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan; 
lighter than the dancing ſpark; and driven 
way like the diſſolving ſmoke. 5 
Indulge, my ſoul, a — pauſe. Recolle 
all the gay things, that were wont to dazzle thy 
yes, and inveigle thy affections. Here examine 
zoſe baits of ſenſe; here form an eſtimate of 


| their real value. Suppoſe thyſelf firſt among 


of the littleneſs of the world than all the vo. 


a winding - ſheet, your grandeur mouldering in 
an urn, are the moſt indiſputable proofs of the 
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the favourites of Fortune, who revel in the lay 
of Pleaſure, who ſhine in the robes of Honow, 
and ſwim in tides of inexhauſted riches: ya 
how ſoon would the paſling-bell proclaim thy 
exit! And, when once that iron call has ſum. 
moned thee to thy future reckoning, where 
would all theſe gratifications be? At that pe. 
riod, how will all the pageantry of the moſt 
affluent. ſplendid, or luxurious circumſtances, 
vaniſh into empty air !—And is 7/is a happi 
| nels ſo paſſionately to be coveted ? 
I thank you, ye relics of ſouudiog. titles, and 
5 magnificent names. Ye have taught me more 


lumes of my library. Your nobility arrayed u 


 nathingneſs of created things. Never, furely 
did Providence write this important point in 
ſach legible characters, as in the aſhes of My 
Lord, or on the corpſe of His Grace I 
others, if they pleaſe, pay their obſequious 
court to your wealthy ſons ; and ignobly fawn, 
or anxiouſly ſue, for preferments; my thoughts 
| ſhall often reſort, in penſive contemplation, to 
the ſepulchres of their fires; and learn, from 
their fleeping duſt, to moderate my expettt- 
tions from mortals, to ſtand diſengaged from 
every undue attachment to the little intereſts 
| of time 110 get above the deluſive amuſcmen 


— Mors ſola fatetur _ | as 
> 6 « Quantula lint bominum W Ara, ov 


| 
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f honour, the gaudy tinſels of wealth, and alt 
ie empty ſhadows of a periſhing word. 
Hank ! what found is that !—In ſuch a fitua- 
on every noiſe alarms.—Solemn and flow, it 
freaks again upon the filent air. Tis the ſtrik · 
ing of the clock. Deſigned, one would imagine, 
o ratify all my ſerious meditations. Methinks, 
t ſays Amen, and ſets a ſeal to every improving 
tiot, It tells me, that another portion of my 
ppointed time is elapſed, One calls it“ the 
knell of my departed hours.” Tis the watch- 
ord to vigilance and activity. It cries in the 
ear of Reaſon, * Redeem the time. Catch the 
' favourable gates of opportunity: O! catch 
them, while they breathe; before they are 
irrecoverably loſt The ſpan of life ſhortens 
continually, Thy minutes are all upon the 
' wing, and haſtening to be gone, Thou art 
a borderer upon eternity, and making inceſ- 
' fant advances to the ſtate thou art contem- 
' plating.” May the admonition fink deep in- 
0 an attentive and obedient mind! May it 
texch me that heavenly arithmetic, of num- 
* bering my days, and applying my heart unto 
« wiſdom ! pods FFF 
I have often walked beneath the impending 
promontory's craggy cliff; I have ſometimes 
nod the vaſt ſpaces of the lonely deſert, and 
enetrared the inmoſt receſſes of the dreary 
wern; but never, never beheld Nature lour- 
ng with ſo tremendous a form; never felt ſuch 
impreſſions of awe ſtriking cold on my heart; 
as under theſe black-browed arches, amidſt 
 £. * YR L | 


lancholy, for ever ſpreads her raven wings. 

Let me now emerge from the damp and dread. 

ful obſcurity.— Farewell, ye ſeats of Deſolation 
and ſhades of Death! Gladly I reviſit the realm to 
JJ ĩ Bins 


receptacles of the dead, curioſity prompts ny 
inquiry to a more intimate ſurvey. Could we 
draw back the covering of the tomb; could we 
_ diſcern what thoſe are now, who once were moi. 
_ tals, —O! how would it ſurpriſe and prieve u 
Surpriſe vs, to behold the prodigious transfor 
mation which has taken place on every indin- 
dual; grieve us, to obſerve the diſhonour done 
to our nature in general, within theſe ſubter- 
raneous lodgments.” 2" 
Here, the ſweet and winning aſpect, that wore 
perpetually an attractive ſmile, grins horriby! 
ga a naked, ghaſtly ſkull. —The eye, that outſhone] 
the diamond's brilliancy, and glanced its lovely 
lightning into the moſt guarded heart; alas 
_ where is it? Where ſhall we find the rolling 
ſparkler? How are all its ſprightly beams 


once commanded all the power of eloquence, 
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theſe mouldy walls, and ſurrounded by ſuc 


raviſhed our ears? Where is that flow of per: 
ſuaſion, which carried captive our judgments! 
he great maſter of language, and of ſong, 
become ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him. 


rueful objects, where Melancholy, deepeſt Me. 


HAVING caſt a ſuperficial view upon thek 


eclipſed, totally eclipſed !—The tongue, that 


in this ſtrange land,“ has forgot its cunning” 
Where are now thoſe ſtrains of harmony, which 
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he pampered fleſh, ſo lately clothed in purple 
and fine linen, how is it covered rudely with 
clods of clay! There was a time, when the ti - 
morouſly nice creature would ſcarce © adven- 
ture to ſet a foot upon the ground, for deli- 
* cateneſs and tenderneſs *; but is now en- 


{ Wrapped in clammy earth, and ſleeps on no 
m7 Wſofter a pillow than the ragged gravel ſtones. — 
lere the ſtrong men bow themſelves.” The 


nervous arm is unſtrung; the brawny finews 
are relaxed; the limbs, not long ago the ſeats 
f vigour and activity, lie down motionleſs ; and 
the bones, which were as bars of iron, are 
e, fd ain ns 

Here the man of buſineſs forgets all his fa- 
'Ourite ſchemes, and diſcontinues the purſuit 


of merchandiſe, and the hurry of trade. lu 
theſe ſolitary receſſes, as in the building of So- 
mon's temple, is heard no ſound of the hammer 
and axe. The winding-ſheet and the coffin are 
the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices. Hi- 


a therto may they go, but no farther.” Here 
ms Wide /ons of pleaſure take a final farewell of their 
at Wear delights. No more is the ſenſualiſt anointed 
ce, With oil, or crowned with roſe-buds. He chants 
o more to the melody of the viol, nor revels 
ch "7 longer at the banquet of wine. Inſtead of 
er- {Wvmptuous tables, and delicious treats, the poor 


'oluptuary is himſelf a feaſt for fattened in- 

es; the reptile riots in his fleſh ; ** the worm 

" feeds ſweetly on him . Here alſo Beauty 
Deut. zuviii. 356. + Job xaiv. 20. 5 


of gain. Here is a total ſtand to the circulation 
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Fails; beight Beauty drops her luſtre here, 0! 

how ker rofes fade, and her lilies languiſh, i 
this bleak ſoil ! How does the grand Levelle 
pour contempt upon the charmer of our heany 
how turn to deformity what. captivated the 
world before! 

COULD the lever have a Gght of his once 
inchanting fair-one, what a ſtartling aſtoniſh. 
ment would ſeize him !—* Is this the objet 
l not long ago lo - anke admired ! Iſai, 

« the was divinely fair, and thought her ſome 
what more than mortal. Her form was ſym. 
** metry itſelf; every elegance breathed in her 
air; and all the Graces waited on her motions, 
„ Twas muſic when the ſpoke : but, when 
_ ** ſhe ſpoke encouragement, 'twas little leſs than 
* rapture. How my heart danced to thok 
charming accents !—And can that, which 

_ ** ſome weeks ago was to admiration /svely, be 
now ſo inſufferably bathſome Where art 
* thoſe bluſhing cheeks ? where the coral lips! 
'*« where that ivory neck, on which the curliog 
jet, in ſuch glotly ringlets, flowed ? wich! 


„ thouſand other beauties of perſon, and ten i 


„ thouſand delicacies of action * ?— Amazing 
„ alteration ! deluſory bliſs! —Fondly I gazed 
*. upon the glittering meteor. It ſhone brighth; 
and I miſtook it for a far, for a permanent 
= and ſubſtantial good. But bow is it fallen 


1 68 Ons fugit Venus! Heu! Quore SEA decens 

WES... Quo motus ? quid habet ijhus, illus, 

3 uz ſpirabat amores, | _ 
__* Quz me ſurpuerat mihi? „ Kas, 
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fallen from an orb, not its own! and all that 
u can trace on earth is but a putrid maſs,” 
Lie, poor Florella! lie deep, as thou doſt, in 
WM obſcure darkneſs, Let Night, with her impe - 
WM cerrable ſhades, always conceal thee. May no 
prying eye be witneſs to thy diſgrace : bur let 
«WM thy ſurviving ſiſters think upon thy ſtate, when 
WH they contemplate the idol in the glaſs. When 
al the pleaſing image riſes gracefully to view, ſur- 
0, rounded with a world of charms, and fluſhed 
WE with joy at the conſciouſneſs of them all; 
WF then, in thoſe minutes of temptation and dan- 
er ger, when vanity uſes to ſteal into the thoughts, 
. ¶ then let them remember, what a veil of horror 
en is drawn over a face, which was once beautiful 
a BW and brilliant as theirs. Such a ſeaſonable re- 
fletion might regulate the labours of the toilet. 
and create a more earneſt folicitude to poliſh 
the jewel, than to varniſh the caſket, It might 
then become their higheſt ambition to have the 
mind decked with divine virtues, and dreſſed 
after the amiable paitern of their Redeemer's 
P77 ·˙ ( Tod TR 
And would this prejudice their perſons, or 
depreciate their charms ?—Quite the reverſe. 
It would ſpread a fort of heavenly glory over 
the fineſt ſet of features, and heighten the love- 
meſs of every other engaging accompliſhment, 
—What is yet a more inviting conſideration, 
theſe lowers would not wither with Nature, nor 
be tarniſned by Time; but would open continu- | 
ally into richer beauties, and flouriſb even in the 
«inter of age. But 8 moſt incomparable re- 


1 
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commendation of theſe noble qualities, is, that 
from their hallowed relics, as from the fragrant 
_ aſhes of the phenix, will, ere long, ariſe an illu. 
ſtrious form, bright as the wings of angels, laſt. 
ing as the light of the new Jeruſalem. } 
For my part, the remembrance of this ſad 
revolution ſhall make me aſbamed to pay my de- 
votion to a ſhrine of periſhing fleſh, and afraid 
to expect all my happineſs from ſo brittle a joy, 
It ſhall teach me, not to think too highly of 
_ well-proportioned clay, though formed in the 
moſt elegant mould, and animated with the 
| ſweeteſt ſoul. Tis heaven's laſt, beſt, and 
_ crowning gift, - to be received with gratitude, 
and cheriſhed with hove, as a moſt valuable 


dleſſing; not worſhipped with the incenſe of 


flattery, and ſtrains of fulſome adoration, as a 
goddeſs. —Tr will cure, I truſt, the dotage of my 


eyes, and incline me always to prefer the ſub- 


ſtantial © ornaments of a meek and virtuous 
_ * ſpirit,” before the tranſient decorations of 
white and red on the ſkin. 
HERE I called in my roving meditations 
from their long excurſion on this tender ſub- 
ject. Fancy liſtened a while to the foliloquy of 
a lover. Now Judgment reſumes the reins, and 
guides my thoughts to more near and ſelf-in- 
_ rereſting inquiries.— However, upon a revies 


of the whole ſcene, crowded with /pefacles of 
mortality, and trophies of death, I could not for: 


dear ſmiting my breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, and 
 ]amenting over the nobleſt of all viſible beings, 
laid proſtrate under the feet of „10e pale bone, 


„ 4d bis rider *.”—I could not forbear repeat - 
« hat. haſt thou done +.” What deſolation has 


the malignity, the ruinous malignity, of /in! 


„ Wd fin (that deadly bane of our nature) would 


have plunged our better part into the execrable 


e Whorrors of the nethermoſt hell, had not our 


« Wnerciful Mediator interpoſed, and given him- 
delt for our ranſom,—Therefore, what grateful. 
„ {Wicknowledgments does the whole world of pe- 
+ Nritent ſinners owe, what ardent returns of love 

vill a whole heaven of glorified believers pay, 


oo ſuch a friend, benefactor, and deliverer. 


1 Muſiog upon theſe melancholy objects, a 
„faith ful remembrancer ſuggeſts from within, — 
+ WW Muſt this ſad change ſucceed in me alſo? Am 
Ito draw my laſt gaſp, to become a breath- 


« leſs corpſe, and be what I deplore 4? Is there 


a time approaching, when this body ſhall be 
„carried out upon the bier, and conſigned to 
Hits clay-cold bed? while ſome kind acquaint- 


4 W*© ance, perhaps, may drop one parting tear; 


„and cry, Alas! my brother !—ls the time 


W | 0 Re t. vi. 8. | = 1 ey E far. Vil, 41. 1 
f } 1 paſs, with melancholy ſtate, 
[+ By all theſe ſolemn heaps of fate; * 
d And think, as ſoft and fad'l tread 
Above the venerable dead, > 8 
, + # Time was, like me, they life poſſeſt; 


„Aud time will be when 1 ſhall reſt.” PannzLL, 
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thy diſobedience wrought in the earth! See 
in has demoliſhed ſo many ſtately ſtructures 


of fleſh; fin has made ſuch havoc among the 
noſt excellent ranks of Gop's lower creation; 
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40 approaching „Nothing is more certain 


A decree, much ſurer than the law of the Med 


and Perſians, has irrevocably determined th; 
doom. e Lond FP I) | 
Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures burſt fron 
his confinement, and ſtart up, in frightful dt. 
formity, before me; — ſhould the Haggard ſie. 
leton lift a clattering hand, and point it full in 
my view; — ſhould it open its ſtiffened jaws, and, 
with a hoarſe tremendous, murmur, break thi 
profound filence ;—ſhould it accoſt me, as $4. 
muels apparition addreſſed the trembling king, 
2 The LorD ſhall deliver thee al/o into the 
% hands of Death: yet a little while, and thoy 
 & ſhalt be with me *;” —the ſolemn warning, de. 


livered in fo ſtriking a manner, muſt ſtrongly 


Impreſs my imagination. A meſſage in thunder 
would ſcarce fink deeper, —Yet there is abun- 
dantly greater reaſon to be alarmed, by that 


expreſs declaration of the Lok D GOD Almighty, 


Thou ſbult ſurely die.” Well then, ſince ſen. 
tence is paſſed; fince I am a condemned man, 
and know not when the dead warrant may ar. 


* x Sam xxviii. 17. On this place the Dutch tranſlator of 


the Meditations has added a note, to correct, very pto- 
bably, what he ſuppoſes a miſtake. On the ſame ſuppoition, 


] preſume, the compilers of our rubric ordered the laſt verſe 


_ of Ecclus. xlvi. to be omitted in the daily ſervice of the church, 


But that the ſentiment, hinted above, is ſtrictly true; that 


it was wit rw, Samuel himſelf, (not an infernal ſpirit, 
perſonating the prophet) who appeared to the female ne- 
cromancer at Es or; appeared, not in compliance with any 


diabolical incantation, but in purſuance of the divine com- 


_ million; this, 1 think, is fully proved in the Hiflorical A- 
cons of the Life of Davis, pol. i. chap. s. 
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rive; let me die to fn, and die to the world, 
before I die beneath the ſtroke of a righteous 
Gop. Let me employ the little uncertain in- 
terval of reſpite from execution, in preparing 
for a happier ſtate, and a better life; that, when 
the fatal moment comes, and l am commanded 
to ſhut my eyes upon all things here below, 1 
may open them again, to ſee my Saviour in the 
TVT % Li gr robes 
Since this body, which is ſo fearfully and 
wonderfully made, muſt fall to pieces in the 
grave; ſince I maſt ſoon reſign all my bodily 
powers to darkneſs, inaCtivity, and corruption; 
let it be my conſtant: care to uſe them well 
while I poſicſs them Let my hand; be ſtretch 
ed forth to relieve the needy; and always be 
„ more ready to give than to receive.” — Let 
my knees bend, in deepeſt humiliation, before 
the throne of grace; while my eyes are caſt 
down to the earth, in penitential confuſion; or 
devoutly looking up to heaven, for pardoning 
mercy !—In every friendly interview, let the 
lav of kindneſs dwell on my lips: or rather, 
if the ſeriouſneſs of my acquaintance permits, 
let the goſpel of peace flow from my tongue. O! 
thatImightbe enabled, in every public concourſe, 
to lift up my voice like a trumpet ; and pour 
abroad a more joyful ſound than its moft me- 
lodious accepts, in proclaiming the glad tidings 
of free ſalvation !—Be ſbut, my cars, reſolute · 
ly ſhut, againſt the malevolent whiſpers of ſlan- 
der, and the contagious breath of filthy talking: 


but be ſwift to hear che inſtructions of Wiſdom ; 


10 MEDITATIONS 


be all attention when your REDEEMER ſpeaks; 
imbibe the precious truths; and convey then 
carefully to the heart. —Carry me, my feet, tg 
the temple of the Lorp, to the beds of the 
fick, and houſes of the poor. —May all ny 
— members, devoted entirely to my divine Maſter, 
be the willing inſtruments of promoting his 
77)... 7 OE I 
Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your 


| Pains. Theſe works of faith, and labours of 


love; theſe ſhall be my /pices and perfumes, En 
wrapped in theſe, I would lay me gently down, 
and ſleep ſweetly in the bleſſed Jesvs ; hoping, 
that Gop “ will give commandment concern- 
« ing my bones; and one day fetch them up 
from the duſt, as filver from the furnace, pu- 
rified, I ſay not ſeven times, but ſeventy time 
VVV. rain anal 
HERE my contemplation took wing; and, 
in an inſtant, alighted in the garden adjoining 


” to Mount Calvary. Having viewed the abode 


of my deceaſed fellow-creatures, methought, | 
longed to ſee the place where our Lon lay. 
And, O! what a marvellous ſpectacle was 
once exhibited in this memorable ſepulchre! 
HE, who clothes himſelf with light as with 
a garment; and walks upon the wings of the 
_ « wind *;” HE was pleaſed to wear the habili- 


The Scriptures, ſpeaking of the fupreme Being, fay,- 


 - He wulteth upon the waves of the ſea, to denote his uncontrol 


lable power, Jud ix. 8,——tHe walketh in the circuit of heaven, io 
_ expreſs the immenſity of his preſence, Job xxii. 14 — fie 
wolketh upon the wings of the wind, to ſignify the wry 


_ bviftneſs of his operations, Hol. civ. 3. ln _ 
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ments of mortality, and dwelt among the pro- 
brate dead, —Who can repeat the wondrous 
ruth too often? who can dwell upon the 
 W:canſporting theme too long? HE, who fits 
Jeathroned in glory, and diffuſes bliſs among 
mn the heavenly hoſts; HE was once a 
pale and bloody corpſe, and preſſed this little 
0 Death ! how great was thy triumph in that 
hour! Never did thy gloomy realms contain 
ich a priſoner before. Priſoner, did I ſay? No; 
ke was more than conqueror, He aroſe, far 
more mightily than Samſon from a tranſient 
ſlumber ; broke down the gates, and demoliſh- 
ed the ſtrong · holds, of thoſe dark dominions. 
And this, O Morals, this is your only con/o- 
lation and ſecurity. Is us has trod the dread- 


jesus, ſleeping in the chambers of the tomb, 
has brightened the diſmal manſion, and left 


ve phraſe there is, I think, an elegance and emphaſis, not ta- 
„In notice of by our commentators, yet unequalled in any 
. writer. Not, he fieth; he runneth; but, he walketh, and that 


on the very wings of the wind; on the moſt impetuous of ele- 
ments, rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and ſweeping along with 
nconceivable rapidity.— A tumult in Nature not to be de- 
ſcribed, is the compoſed and ſedate work of the DEITY. A 
peed, not to be meaſured, is (with reverence | uſe the ex- 
preſſion, and tocomport with our low methods of conception) 


ae the following linegeſeven in the great maſler of lyric | 
| T1 | ” ed hs 
nnn 


vben compared with this inimitable ſtroke of divine poctrys 


ul e walteth upon the wings of the wind! 


ful path, and ſmoothed it for your paſſage.— 


the ſolemn and majeſtic foot-pace of JEHOVAH,——How flat | 
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dying Jxsus (never let the comfortable truth Nen 


your ſure protection, your unqueſtionable puſ. 
port, through the territories of the grave. Be. 
luieve in him; and they ſhall prove a © high- 
way to Sion; ſhall tranſmit you ſaſe to pars 
diſe. Believe in him; and you ſhall be no loſer, 
dut unſpeakable gainers, by your diflolution, 
For hear what the oracle of Heaven ſays upon 
this important point, Fho/o believeth in me, ſhall 


guage is this! Thus much, at leaſt, it muſt im- 
port: The nature of that laſt change ſhall be 


„ ſons, it ſhall come attended with ſuch a train 
of benefits, as will render it a kind of hapyy 


* *tis then they truly begin to live. Their exit 


ſound of the paſfing-bell ; that turn pale at the 


an inviting odour in thoſe beds of duſt. The io 


depart from your minds} the dying Ixs us) is 


ne ver die *,—W hatfublime and emphatical lan- 


« ſurpriſingly altered for the better. It ſhall no bt 


longer be mfifed as a puniſhment; but ra. 
7 ul 


ther be vouch/afed as a bleſſing. To ſuch per. 


„ impropriety, to call it dying. Dying! No; 


« js the end of their frailty, and their entrance 
«© upon perfection. Their laſt groan is the pre. 
« Jude to life and immortality.” “ 

O ye timorous Souls, that are terrified at the 


ſight of an opened grave ; and can ſcarce be- 


hold a coffin or a ſkull without a ſhuddering i 
horror; ye that are in pe to the griſly ij · 
rant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his iron rod 
cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, for 
faith in his dear Son. Faith will free you from 


Jau zi- 26. 
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our ſlavery *. Faith will embolden you to tread 

an (this fierceſt of) ſerpents T. — Old Simeon, 
laſping the child Is us in the arms of his fleſh, 

ind the glorious Mediator in the arms of his 
faith, departs with tranquillity and peace. That 

iter perſecutor Saul, having won CurisT, 
being found in CuRisT, longs to be diſmiſſed 
trom cumbrous clay, and kindles into rapture 
:tthe proſpect of diſſolution t. Methinks, I ſee. 
another of IMMANUEL's followers, truſting in 
his Saviour, leaning on his Beloved, go down | 
to the filent ſhades, with compoſure and ala- 
city . In this powerful name, an innumerable 
company of ſinful creatures have ſet up their 
banners; and overcome through rhe blood 


—= 
* 


F 


0 Death's terror is the mountain faith removes : 
'Tis faith diſarms deſtruction, — _ | 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 


* 


un 


5 Theſe, and ſome ot her quotations, | am proud to borrow : 
boa the Night-thoughts, eſpecially from Night the Fourth; in 
",! Wvbich, energy of language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and the 
An 


moſt exquiſite beauties of poetry, are the leaſt perfections 
obe admired. Almoſt every line glows with devotion; riſes 


re. onto the moſt exalted apprehenhons of the adorable Re- 


:emer; and is animated with the moſt lively faith in his 
Il-ſufficient mediation. The author of this excellent perfor- 

the Wwance has the peculiar felicity of ennobling all the ſtrength. 
the Wof ſtyle, and every delicacy of imagination, with the grand 
and diſtinguiſhing truths of Chriſhanity. Theſe Thoughts 
be- pive the higheſt entertainment to the fancy, and impart the 


ring Woobleſt improvement to the mind They not only refine our 
60 ſte, but prepare us for death, and ripen us for glory. I 
oder take up this admirable piece, but I am ready to cry 
"for peut. Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam libens ; i. e. Inſpire 


death itſelf unwelcome.” 
1 Lnke x. 19, {| Phil. i. 23. | 2 Pet. i. 14. 


me with ſuch a ſpirit, and life ſhall be delightful, nor 


— x ons 
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76 of the Lamb.” Authorized by the Captain of 
thy ſalvation, thou alſo mayſt ſet thy feet upon 


the neck of this king of terrors. Furniſned wik 
this antidote, Zhou alſo mayſt play around the 


Hole of the aſp, and put thy undaunted hand on 
this cockatrice- den . Thou mayſt feel th; 


viper faſtening to thy mortal part, and fear ng 
evil: thou ſhalt one day ſhake it off oy a Joyful 
reſurrection, and ſuffer no harm T. 


RESURRECTION ! That cheering wor 


5 eaſes my mind of an anxious thought, and ſolve 
a moſt momentous queſtion. Twas going to aſk, f 

_ « Wherefore do all theſe corpſes lie here, u 
«this abject condition? Is this their final ſtate! 
Has Death conquered ? and will the tyrant 
hold captivity captive ? How long wilt thou 
forget them, O Lorp? For ever?” —No ff 


ſaith the voice from heaven ; the word of 4 


revelation ; The righteous are all “ priſoners f 
hope .“ There is an hour, (an awful ſecret 
that, and known only to all-forefecing Wiſdom), 


an appointed hour there is, when an act of grace 


will paſs the great ſeal above, and give them ad 
univerſal diſcharge, a general delivery from the 


abodes of corruption.—Then ſhall the Logo 


 Trzsvs deſcend from heaven, with the ſhoutot 

the archangel, and the trump of Gop. Deftruc 
tion itſelf ſhall hear his call, and the obedient 
_ Grave give up her dead In a moment, in the 


twinkling of an eye, they ſhake off the ſleep of 


ten thouſand years; and ſpring forth, like the 
bounding roe, to meet their LoRD in the ar 


77 xi. 8, f + A4 , x2viii, + | Zech, IX, 778 
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And, O! with what cordial congratulations, 
þ Myhat tranſporting endearments, do the ſoul and 
body, thoſe affectionate companions, reunite! 
But with how much greater demonſtrations of 
indnels are they both received by their com- 

aſſionate Redeemer ! The Ancient of days, 
who'comes in the clouds of heaven, is their 


with irreſiſtible power and infinite glory; but 
they have nothing to fear from his majeſtic ap- 
Wpcarance. Thoſe tremendous ſolemnities, which 
Wprcad deſolation and aſtoniſhment through the 
univerſe, ſerve only to inflame their love, and 
heighten their hopes. The Judge, the awful 


8 Judge, amidit all his magnificence and ſplen - 
A dour, vouchſafes to confeſs their names; vouch- 


ſafes to commemorate their fidelity, before all 
the inhabitants of the ſkies, and the whole aſ- 
n nn flooded ⅛—⁵⅛ 8 
Hark ! the thunders are huſhed. See ! the 

lightnings ceaſe their rage. The angelic ar- 
mies ſtand in ſilent ſuſpenſe. The whole race 
of Adam is wrapped in pleaſing or anxious ex- 
pectation.— And now, that adorable perſon, 


* whoſe favour is better than life, whoſe accept - 
1; {W+oce is a crown of glory, lifts up the light of 
lis countenance upon the righteous. He ſpeaks; 
bend what raviſhing words proceed from his 
of Weracious lips! what ecſtaſies of delight they 
be Neakindle in the breaſts of the faithful!“ 1 
. accept you, O my people! Ye are they that 


delieved in my name. Ye are they that re- 
© nounced yourſelves, and are complete in me. 


friend, their father, their bridegroom. He comes 
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Lil ſee no ſpot or blemiſh in you, for ye ar 
„ -wafhed in my blood, and clathed with ter 
righieouſneſs. Renewed. by my Spirit, . 
have glorified me on earth, and have been] eſt, 
faithful unto death. Come, then, ye ſervanyM ed 
of holineſs, enter into the joy of your Loks. thy 
Come, ye children of light, ye bleſſed of ny 
Father, receive the kingdom that ſhall never 
be removed; wear the crown which fadeth nol ha 
„ away; and enjoy pleaſures for evermore.” cht 
Then it will be one of the ſmalleſt privilega lin 
of the righteous, that they ſhall languiſh u Et 
more; that Sickneſs will never again ſhew her 
pale countenance in their dwellings *. Death 
itſelf will be ſwallewed up in victory. That fata 
javelin, which has drank the blood of monarchy, 
and finds its way to the hearts of all the ſom 0 
of Adam, ſhall be utterly broken. That enor : ie. 
mous ſithe, which has ſtruck empires from their ti: 
root, and ſwept ages and generations into obli- WW di 
vion, ſhalllie by in perpetual uſelefineſs, Sin al:. 


_ ſo,which filled thy quiver, thou infatiate Archer! el 


E ſin, which ſtrung thy arm with reſiſtleſs v. m 
gour,—which pointed all thy ſhafts with inevi· I v 
table deſtruction ;—fin, will then be done away, 
| Whatever is frail, or depraved, will be thrown 
off with our'grave-clothes. All to come is per- 


Il iab, ſpeaking of the new Jeruſalem, mentions this a 
one of its immunities, The inhab;tant thereof ſnall no more ſo, 
| Jan ſick, Another clauſe, in its royal charter, runs thus: 
GOD ſhall wipe awayall tears from their eyes ; and there h 
no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying ; neither ſhall there 

auy more pain. I. xxxiit, 24. Rev. Xi. 4. TD 
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re felt holineſs, and comfummate happineſs ; the | 


erm of whoſe continuance is eternity. 

lO ETERNITY! eternity ! how are our bold- 
en eſt, our ſtrongeſt thoughts, loſt and overwhelm- 
will cd in thee! Who can ſet land-marks to limit 


b. thy dimenſions ; or find plummets to fathom 
m7 thy depths ? Arithmeticians have figures to com- 
er pute all the progreſſions of time: Aſtronomers 


of have inſtruments to calculate the diſtances of 
the planets ; but what numbers can ſtate, what 
zu lines can guage, the lengths and breadths of 


no Eternity? © It is higher than heaven; what 


« canſt thou do? deeper than hell; what canſt 


« than the earth, broader than the ſea“.“ 
Myſterious, mighty exiſtence ! A ſum not 


tent not to be contraſted by all poſſible diminu- 


digious waſte of ages, So much of eternity 


will be no nearer ending, Yea, when ages, nu- 


herbage of Summer, both augmented by the 
leaves of Autumn, and all multiplied by the 


„ fimilitude, or imagined by any conception;— 


Ju. e, 3 
an I 


« thou know ? the meaſure thereof i is longer 


to be leſſened by the largeſt deductions An ex- 

tnt! None can truly ſay, after the moſt pro- 
„is gone.” For when millions of centuries are | 
elapſed, it is but juſt commencing ; and when 
millions more have run their ample round, it 
merous as the bloom of Spring, increaſed by the 
frops of rain which drown the Winter, — hen 
theſe, and ten thouſand times ten thoufand 


us: WW more, —more than can be repreſented by any - 


vben all theſe are revolved and niche, eter- 7 
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nity, vaſt, boundleſs, amazing eteroity, will ory 

be beginning! 

What a pleaſing, yet awful, thought! is this! 
full of delight, and full of dread. O! may it 
alarm our fears, quicken our hopes, and ani. 

mate all our endeavours! Since we are ſoon tg 

launch into this endleſs and inconceivable ſtate, 
let us give all diligence to ſecure our entrance 
into bliſs —New let us give all diligence ; be. 

_ cauſe there is no alteration in the ſcenes of fu. 

turity. The wheel never turns; all is ſtedfak 

and immovable beyond the grave. Whether 
we are then ſeated on the throne, or ſtretched 
on the rack, a ſeal will be fet to our condition, 
by the hand ofeverlaſting Mercy, or inflexible 

Juſtice, —The /aints always rejoice amidſt the 

ſmiles of heaven; their harps are perpetual 

tuned; their triumphs admit of no interruy- 
tion. —The ruin of the wicked is irremediable, 

The fatal ſentence, once paſſed, is never to he 

repealed. No hope of exchanging their dolefil 

| habitations ; but all things bear the lame diſmal 
| aſpect for ever and ever.. 

THE wicked—my mind recoils at the ap- 

5 prehenſion of their miſery *. It has ſtudiouſſy 
waved the fearful ſubject, and ſeems unwilling 

to purſue it even now. But 'tis better to reflec 

upon it for a few minutes than to endure it to 
eternal ages. Perhaps, the conſideration cf 
their aggravated miſery may be profitably ter 

rible; may teach me more highly to prize the 


"ons; who“ delivers from going down into 


2 Animus meminiſſe horret, luctuque refugit.“ VII“. 
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« the bottomleſs pit;” may drive me, like the 


avenger's ſword, to this only city of refuge for 


obnoxious ſinners. 


The wicked ſeem to lie here, like male factors, 
in a deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt 
the day of trial. —** Their departure was with- 
out peace.” Clouds of horror ſat louring upon 
their cloſing eyelids, moſt ſadly foreboding 
the ©* blackneſs of darkneſs for ever.” When 
the laſt ſickneis ſeized their frame, and the in- 


evitable change advanced ; when they ſaw the 


fatal arrow fitting to the ſtrings, ſaw the deadly 
archer aiming at their heart, and felt the en- 
renomed ſhaft faſtened in their vitals;—good 
CoD! what fearfulneſs came upon them! what 
horrible dread overwhelmed them! How did 


they ſtand ſhuddering and aghaſt upon the tre- 


mendous precipice ! exceſſively afraid to plunge 
into the abyſs of eternity, yet utterly unable to 


maintain their ſtanding on the verge of life. 


O! what pale reviews, what ſtartling pro- 
ſpects, conſpire to augment their ſorrows !— 
They look backward, and, behold ! a moſt me- 


lancholy ſcene ! Sins unrepented of; mercy 


their guilt, that they have not ſinned alane, but 


ſighted ; and the day of grace ending !—They 
look forward, and nothing preſents iſelf but 
the righteous Judge, the dreadful tribunal and 
2 moſt ſolemn reckoning.— They roll around 
their affrighted eyes on attending friends. If 
accomplices in debauchery, it ſharpens their 
anguiſh, to conſider this farther aggravation of 


drawn others into the ſnarc. If religious ac- 


| 
[| 

| 

| 


\ 
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quaintance, it ſtrikes a freſh gaſh into their 
hearts, to think of never ſeeing them any more, 
but only at an unapproachable diſtance, ſepa. 
rated by the unpaflable gulf,  _ 
At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Find. 
ing no other poſlible way of relief, they ar: 
conſtrained to apply unto the Almighty. Wich 
trembling lips, and a faltering tongue, they cy 
unto that ſovereign Being, who * kills and 
* makes alive,” But why have they deferre 
ſo long deferred, their addreſſes to Gop ? WI 
have they deſpiſed all his counſels, and ſtood 
incorrigible under his inceſſant reproofs ? Hoy 
often have they been forewarned of theſe ter. 
rors, and moſt importunately entreated to e 
the LORD, while hemight be found? —I wiſh they 
may obtain mercy at the eleventh, at the laſt 
hour. | wiſh they may be ſnatched from the 
| jaws, the opened, the gaping, the almoſt clo- 
ling, jaws of damnation, Bur, alas! who an 
tell whether affronted Majeſty will lend an eur 
to their complaint? whether the Holy One vil 
Vork a miracle of grace in behalf of ſuch tran{- 
greſſors? He may, for aught any mortal knovs, 
« laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
Rr eomen. TE Es on ones 
Thus they lie groaning out the poor remains 
of life; their limbs bathed in ſweat; their heart 
ſtruggling with convulſive throes; pains infup: 
portable throbbing in every pulſe ; and innu- 
merable darts of agony transfizing their con- 
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In that dread moment, how the framtic ſoull 


C Raves round the walls of her clay tenement; 
n Runs to each avenue; and ſhrieks for help; 
| hut hrieks in vain! How wiſhfully ſhe looks 

On all ſhe's Jeavivg, now ho longer her's! 

A little longer, yet a little longer, "BF 77 
. O! might ſhe ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
e And ft her for her paſſage! Mouruful ſigbt! 
h Her very eyes weep blood; and every groan 

She heaves is big with horror; but the ſoe, 
7 Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 
d - Purſues her cloſe through every lane of life, 
4 Nor miſſes once the track; but preſſes on; | 
F Till, foxe'd at laſt to the tremehdous verge, 
L At once ſhe ſinks ®.— COT PIG Kr, HE Ge 


If this be the end of the ungodly, * my foul, 
come not thou into their ſecret ! unto their 
« affembly, mine honour, be not thou united!“ 


How awfully accompliſhed is that prediction 
ll W of inſpired Wiſdom ! Sin, though ſeemingly 
be I ſvcet in the commiſſion, yet at the laſt it biteth 
o. e 4 ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder. —Fly, 
" Wl therefore, from the tents, O ! fly from the ways 
rolf ſuch wretched meg. 
"1 HAPPY difolution ! were this the period 
"WF of their woes. But, alas! all theſe tribulations 
2 are only the beginning of ſorrows;” a ſmall 


drop only from that © cup ofzrembling.: which 
lis mingled for their future portion. No ſooner 

has the laſt pang diſlodged their reluctant ſouls, 
but they are hurried into the preſence of an in- 
red angry Gop. Not under the conducting 
care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the in- 
ſults of accurſed ſpirits, who lately tempted chem, 


* dee a valuable poem, entitled, The Grave. 


tbem. - Who can imagine their confuſion and 


ved with frowns. The GoD that made then, 


lie eternally hid in us deepeſt loom ? But the 
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now . them, and will for ever forment 


diſtreſs, when they ſtand guilty and inexcuſable 
before their incenſed Creator? They are rect; 


has no mercy on them *.” The Prince of 
Peace rejects them with abhorrence. He con. 
ſigns them over to chains of darkneſs, and 
_ receptacles of deſpair, againſt the ſeverer doom, 
and more public infamy, of the great day.— 
Then all the vials of wrath will be emptie 
upon theſe wretched creatures. The law they 
have violated, and the goſpel they have flight 
ed, the power they have defied, and th; 
| ee they have abuſed, will all get them. 
| ſelves honour in their exemplary deſtruction, 
Then Gop, the Gop to whom vengeance be- 
longeth, will draw the arrow to the very head, 
and ſet them as the mark of his ine xorabe 
N dar 
eſurrection will be no privilege to them; 
but immortality itſelf their everlaſting curſe.— 
| Wovld they not bleſs the grave, that land 
where all things are forgotten; and wiſhto 


_ duſt refuſes to conceal their perſons, or to drav 
a veil over their practices. They alſo muſt 
awake; muſt ariſe ; muſt appear at the bar; and 
meet the Judge; a Judge, “before whom 
the pillars of heaven tremble, and the earth 
* melts away;” a Judge, once long-ſuffering, 
and very compaſſionate ; but now unalterably 


IJ. vii. 12. 
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tis to provoke the omnipotent Godhead ; what 


noned to the great tribunal !—What will they 


ied Whey turn? whither betake themſelves for ſhel- 
1e7 ier or for ſuccour?— Alas ! 'tis all in vain; tis 
hi- Na too late. Friends and acquaintance know ; 
he Wihem no more. Men and angels abandon them 


o their approaching doom. Even the Media- 
tor, the MEDIATOR himſelf, deſerts them in 


wailable. 

of all hearts are diſcloſed; the hidden things of 
ices, with which hypocrites impoſed upon their 
ellow-creatures, and preſerved a character in 


deen about their path, and about their bed, and 


bly Mu] judgment. The fuji reveal their inigui · 


: I 5 


termined to teach ſtubborn offenders, - what 


i; is to Zrample upon the blood of his Son, and 
J r deſpite to all the gracious overtures of his 
Soirit. A int 11 Wy --.. 
0! the perplexity! the: diſtraction! hat muſt 
ſize the impenitent rebels, when they are ſum- 


jo in this day of ſevere viſitation ? this day of 
Enal deciſion ?—W here, how, whence, can 
they find help? —To which of the ſaints will 


this dreadful bour.—To fly, will be impracti- 
able; to juſtify themſelves, ſtill more impoſſible; 
1d now to make any en Nr un- 


Behold! the books are opened ; the fairs 
larkneſs are brought to light. How empty, 
bow ineffectual now, are all thoſe refined arti- 
the ſight of men !—The jealous Go p, who has 
{pied out all their ways, ſets before them the 


laings that they have done. They cannot an- | 
lwer him one in a thouſand, nor ſtand in theaw-. 


. — PP ˙ð ²¹wꝛy ⁰ rac a . ——————7r—r—?» . ¶³ Q 
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ties, and the earth riſes up againſt them“. Tg 
are ſpeechleſs with: guilt, and /tigmatized ni 
infamy, before all the armies of the ſky, a 
all the nations of the redeemed. — W hat a f. 
vour would they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamg 
| heads in the battom of the ocean, or even io 
buried beneath the ruins of the tattering world! 
If the contempt poured upon them be thus 
inſupportable, how will: their hearts endure, 
when the /word of infinite indignation is un. 
ſheathed, and fiercely waved around their de. 
fenceleſs heads, or pointed directly. at their 
vaked breaſts? How-muſt the wretches ſcrean 
Vith wild amazement, and. rend the very he 
vens with their cries, when the right-aiming 
thunderbolts go abroad] go abroad with a dread. 
ful commiſſion, to drive them from the king 
doms of glory; and plunge them,. — not int 
the ſorrows of a moment, or the tt tortures 6f 
an hour, —but into. all the. reſtleſs agonies of 
unquepchable fire, and everlaſting deſpair 4. 
Miſery of miſeries! too ſhocking for reflec- 
tion to dwell upon. But, if fo dime to foreſee, 
and that at a diſtance, together with ſome com: 
fortable expectation of eſcaping it, — O! hov 
bitter, inconceivably bitter, to bear, without any 
intermiſſion, or any mitigation, fhrough hope 
leſs and eternal ages! 


Job xx. 27, FL | 
+ Regions of ſorrow, doleful Sides, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed _ 
With ever-burning — en, d. 


8 


| Milt. 
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8 Who has any bowels of pity ?—who has any 
hb Wentiments of compaſiion ? who has any tender 
concern for his fellow-creatures? who?: — In 
» WM God's name, and for CHRIST's ſake, let him 
hhew it, by warning every man, and beſeeching 
every man, to ſeek the LoRD while he may be 
fund ; to throw down the arms of rebellion, 
before the act of indemnity expires; ſubmiſſive- 
ly to adore the Lamb, while he holds out the 
golden ſceptre.— Here let us act the friendly 
„bert to mankind ; here let the whole force of 
r our benevolence exert itſelf; in exhorting re- 
lations, acquaintance, neighbours, whomſoever 
we may probably influence, to take the wings of 
faith unfeigned, of repentance undelayed, and 
flee away from this wrath to come. | 
UPON the whole, what ſtupendous diſco- 
reries are theſe ! Lay them up in a faithful re- 
membrance, O my foul. Recolleét them with 
the moſt ſerious attention, when thou lieſt 
down, and when thou riſeſt up. When thou 
walkeſt, receive them for thy companiens; when 
thou talkeſt, liſten to them as thy prompters; 
and whatever thou doſt, conſult them as thy 
directors. Influenced by theſe conſiderations, | 
thy views will greaten, thy affections be exalted, 
and thou thyſelf raiſed above the rantalizing 
power of periſhing things. Duly mindful of 
theſe, it will be the ſum of thy deſires, and the 
ſcope of thy endeavours, to gain the approba- 
tion of that ſovereign Being, who will then fill 
the throne, avd pronounce the deciſive ſentence, 


Thou wilt ſee nothing worth a wiſh, in com- 
Vor. J. 5 | 
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_ pariſon of having his will for thy role; his glo- 
ry for thy aim; and his Holy Spirit for thy 
cver- actuating principle “. 

WONDER, O man; be loſt in admiration, 


at thoſe prodigious events, which are coming 


vuvpon the univerſe: Events, the greatneſs of 
which nothing finite can meaſure ; ſuch as vil 


cauſe whatever is conſiderable or momentous in 
the annals of all generations, to ſink into little. 
neſs and nothing: Events (JEsUs prepare us 
for their approach ; defend us, when they take 
place !) big with the everlaſting fates of all the 
living, and all the dead. —I muſt ſee the grave 
cleaving, the ſea teeming, and ſwarms vnſuſ. 
pected, crowds unnumbered, yea, multitudes of 
zhronging nations, riſing from both.—1 muſt ſec 
the world in flames; muſt ſtand at the diſſolu- 


tionof all terreſtrial things; and be an attendant 


on the burial of Nature. —I muſt fee the vaſt 
expanſe of the iky wrapt up like a ſcroll; and 


the incarnate Gop, iſſuing forth from light in- 


acceſſible, with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
angels, to judge both men and devils Il mult 
ſee the curtain of time drop ; ſee all eternity 
_ diſcloſed to view; and enter upon a tate of be 
ing, that will never; never, have an end. 
And ought I not (let the vaineſt 1 Imagination 
determine ; ought I not) to try the ſincerity of 
my faith, and take heed to my ways? Is there 


. Great day of dread, ate and deſpair! 
At thought of thee, cach ſublunary with 
1 ets 801 its Cages grath, « and quits the world. 
a | 4. N Te, 
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1 inquiry, is there a care, of greater, of equal, 

of comparable, importance ?—ls not this an in- 
MW ioicely preſſing call, to fee that my loins are 
eirded about, my lamp trimmed, and myſelf 


© Wl crefied for the Bridegroom's appearance? that, 
| MW vaſhcd in the fountain opened in my Saviour's 
| WW fide, and clad with the marriage-garment wove 
by his obedience, I may be found in peace, un- 
; blameable, and unreprovable.—Otherwite, how 
. WT ſhall I ſtand with boldneſs, when the ſtars of 
„ heaven fall from their orbs? How ſhallI come 
; WW forth erect and courageous, when the earth itſelf 
. elt to and fro like a drunkard *? How ſhall 
| look up with joy, and ſee my ſalvation draw- 
ing nigh, when the hcarts of millions and mil- 
lions fail for fear? 
NOW, Madam, leſt my Meditations ſee in a 


mg proſpects of the righteous, A view of them, 
and their delightful expectations, may ſerve to 
exhilarate the thoughts, which have been mu- 
ing upon melancholy ſubjects, and hovering. 

about the edges of infernal darkneſs, Juſt as a 
ſpacious field, arrayed in cheerful green, relieves 

and reinvigorates the eye, which has fatigned 
elf by poring upon ſome nts, or gazing. 
upon ſome glaring, object. 

The righteous ſeem to lie by i in the boſom of 
the earth, as a wary pilat in ſome well-ſhelter-_ 
ed creek, till all the ſtorms, which infeſt this 
lower world, are blown over, Here they enjoy 

| P If. xxiv. 20. 


N 2 


cloud, and leave any unpleaſing gloom upon 
your mind, let me once more turn tothe brighten- 
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ſafe anchorage; are in no danger of feundering 
amidit the waves of prevailing iniquity, or of 
being ſhipwrecked on the rocks of any powerful 
temptation. But ere long we {hall beboid then 
hoiſting their flag of hope; riding before a ſweet 
_ gale of atoning merit and pr, love; til 
they make, with all the fails of an aflured faith, 
the bleſſed port of eternal life. 
Then may the honoured friend, to whom! 
am writing, rich in good works, rich in hes. 
venly tempers, but inexpreſſibly richer in her 
Saviour's righteouſneſs, -O! may the enter the 
harbour, like a gallant fately veſſel, returned 
ſucceſsful and victorious. from ſome grand ex. 
pedition, with acclamations, honour, and joy! 
while my little bark, attendant on the ſolemaiy, 


gad a partaker of the triumph, glides humblj 


utter; and both reſt together in the haven,— 
the wilhed-for, blitsful haven, of perfect ſccu- 


 xity, and everlaſting repoſe. 


END OF THE MEDITATIONS, 


— 
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55 
TOWER. GARDEN. 
| 
—_ IN A LETTER To A LADY. 
ot FS. 
\p 1 * . 
ed 11ook upon the pleaſure which we take in a garden, 


\. WW :: one of the moſt innocent delights in human life. A gar- 

(en was the habitation of our firſt parents before the tall. 

= IF naturally apt to fill the mind with calmneſs and ttan- 
\ WH quillity, and to lay all its turbulent paſhons atreſt. It gives 

7 WW us a great infight into the contrivance and wiſdom of ro- 

ae 6 and ſuggeſts innumerable ſubjects for meditation, 
SPECT, Vol. . Ny 477- 


ADAM, 
| OME time ago, my Meditations ach | a 

turn among the Tombs ; they viſited the 
HZ awful and melancholy "manſions of the 
dead *; and you was pleaſed to favour then 


0.19 Diſcourſes on the colts of the creature, which repre- 


ſent the barrenneſs of every thing in this world, and its 


* tacapacity of producing any ſolid or ſubſtantial happi- 

« neſs, are uſeful.— Thoſe ſpeculations alſo, which {hew 
the bright ſide of things, and lay forth thoſe innocent en- 
* tertainments, which are to be met with among the ſeve- 
ral objects that encompaſs us, are no leſs beneficial." 
Spett, Vol. V. Ne 339. Upon the plan of the ſe E tbe 
ra ing and * reflefttons are formed. - 


N 3 


10 


dien, where I lately walked, and at once regs 


air was cool, the earth moiſt, the whole face 
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by with! your attention. May I now beg the ho. 
nour of your company, in a more inviting and 
_ delightful excurſion! in a beautiful Fuer. gar. 


led the ſenſe, and indulged the fancy. 
II was early in a ſummer-morning, when the 


of the creation freſh and gay. The noiſy world I ti 
was ſcarce awake. Buſineſs had not quite ſhook iff 
off his ſound ſleep; and Riot had but juſt re. ff þ 
clined his giddy head. All was ſerene; all wa; WM 1] 
ſtill ; every thing tended to inſpire tranquillity W 1 
of mind, and invite to ſerious thought. 9 
Only the wakeful lark had left her neſt, and + 
was mounting on high, to falute the opening p 
day. Elevated in air, ſne ſeemed to call the a. 
borious huſbandman to his toil, and all her fe- b 
low. ſongſters to their notes. — lien of birds, 1 


aid I, companion of the dawn, may 1 always b 


riſe at thy voice! riſe, to offer the matin-ſong, M r 

ard adore that beneficent Being, «© who ma- 

_ © keththe outgoings of the morning and even: 

10 ing to rejoice,” | 0 
How charming to rove abroad at this * 7 


Four of prime! to enjoy the calm of Nature; WW : 


to tread the dewy lawns, and taſte the vari 
Freſhneſs of the air! 


Sweet is the breath of Morn, her riing fret, | . 
With charm of earlieſt birds * | 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of Shth loſe! 
Little, ah ! lite 1 is the fluggard ſenſible how 


Mir. Par Loſt, B. IV. line 641. | 


A FLOWER-GARDEN, 157 


delicious an entertainment he foregoes for the 
pooreſt of all animal gratifications“. 

The grayneſs of the dawn decays gradually. 
Abundance of ruddy ſtreaks tinge the fleeces 
of the firmament; till, at length, the dappled 
aſpect of the Laſt is loſt in one ardent and 
boundleſs 50 /b. Is it the ſurmiſe of Imagina- 
tion; or do the ſkies really redden with ſhame, to 
ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched on their drowſy 
pillows ?—dShall man be loſt in luxurious eaſe ? 
mall man waſte theſe precious hours in idle 
lumbers? while the vigorous ſun is up, and 
going on his Maker's errand ? while all the 
feathered choirare hymning their Creator, and 
paying their homage in harmony ?—No, Let 
jim heighten the melody of the tuneful tribes, 
by adding the rational ſtrains of devotion, Let 
im improve the fragrant oblations of Nature, 
by mingling, with the riſing odours, the more , 
refined breath of praiſe, _ 

IIS natural for man to look upward 11 to 


0 See! how 1d and bn the Scriptures andthe 
Claſſics, unanimouſly exhort to this moſt beneficial practice, 
They both invite us to early riſing, by the moſt engaging mo- 
tives, and the moſt alluring repreſentations. | 


Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us hdpein in 
the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards ; let us ſee if the 
vine flouriſh, whether the tender grape appear, and oy Pomeg ra- 
nates bud forth. Cant. vii. 11, 12 


© Luciferi primo cum dere, frigida rura 
# Carpamus : dum mane novum, dum gramina canent, 
Et ros in tenera pecori gratiflimus herba eſt.” 
V1RG. Georg, IT, 
n a" Os homiai ſublime dedit, cœlumque tueri 7 
* Jytlit, et erectos ad Gdera tollere vultus.” Ovid. 
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throw his firſt . upon che objects that are 
above him, 


Strait towards heav'n my wond'ring eyes I turn x 
And gaz'd a while the ample SK“. 


Prodigious theatre! where Liglitnings dart 
. . fire, and Thunders utter their voice; 
where Tempeſts ſpend their rage, and worlds 
unnumbered roll at large - O the greatneſs of 
that mighty hand, which metteth out this ama. 
ing circumference with a ſpan! Othe immenjity 
of that wonderful Being, before whom this un. 
meaſurable extent is no more than a point!— 
And O (thou pleaſing thought!) the unſearch. 
able riches ot that mercy, which is greater than 
the heavens +! is more enlarged and extenſive, 
in its gracious exerciſe than theſe illimitable 
tracts of air, and ſea, and firmament ! which 
pardons crimes of the moſtenormous ſize, and 
the moſt horrid aggravations ; pardons them, 
in conſideration of the Redeemer's atonement, 
with perfect freeneſs, and the utmoſt readineſs! 
more readily, if it were poſſible; than this all: 
ſurrounding expanſe admits, within its circuit, a 
ridge of mountains, or even a grain of ſand 
Come hither, then, ye awakened, trembling 
finners. Come, weary and heavy-laden, with a 
fenle of your iniquitics + Condemn yourſelves 


. ELKE Par, Loſt, B. vin. ins 237. 

+ P/al. eviii. 4. 

I The lines which follow are admirably ddkrigine of 
the ſpirit and praCtice hinted above. In them Defire pars; 
Prayer urs; ; and Faith, as it were, xraſys the prize. —| 
| take lcavt to tranſplant them i into this 1 and 1 could 


re 
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Renounce all reliance on any thing of your 
own. Let your truft be in the tender mercy 4 5 
Go, for ever and ever. 

In them hath he ſet a bee for the ſun . 
Behold him coming forth from the chambers ; 
of the Eaſt. See ! the clouds, like floating car». © 
tins, are thrown back at his approach. With 
what refulgent majeſty does he walk abroad ! 
How tranſcendently bright is his countenance, 
ſheddiog 2 and inexhauſtible light, through 
the univerſe Ils there a ſcene, though finiſn- 
ed by the moſt elaborate and coſtly refine- 
ments of art, „comparable to theſe illuſtrious _ 
„ ſolemnities of opening ſunſhine ? Before 
« theſe, all the ſtudied pageantry of the 
theatre, the glittering economy of an af- 
« ſembly, or even the heightened ornaments 
« of a royal palace, hide their dim:aiſhed 
with them a better, a more conſpicuous fitontion, than of: 
ther their new or their native ſoil, Their native foil i is n 
other than the La mentation of a Sinner, written by Mr. St: ji 
Pld, Notwithſtanding the Uunpromifing genius of the 
formance, I think, we may challenge the greateſt ma ers 


70 produce any thing more ſpirited and importunate; more 
null of nature, or more fluſhed with lite. | 
Merry, ben good LORD, mercy I crave: 
his is the total ſum : 
For mercy, LORD. is all my ſuit; 
LORD, let thy mercy come. | 
The ſhort ſentences—Not a ſingle copulative—The fre- | 
quent repetition of the divine name—The almoſt inceſſant 
«iteration of the bleſſing ſo paſſionately defired, and in- 
ei erer is the genuine language of ardour ; 
theſe are beauties obvious to every eye; and cannot fail, | 
e to Pleaſe the JO. taſte, or to. JOY the Fan 
„ 


Fſal. air, + ak 
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heads, and ſhrink into nothing.” —TI haze 
read of a perſon ſo ſtruck with the fplen. 
dours of. this noble luminary, that he imagj. 
ned himſelf made on purpoſe to contemplate 

its glories. O! that Chriſtians would adopt his 
perſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun of Righ. 
Zeouſneſs ! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be 


a chimerical notion, and become a moſt impor. 


tant truth. For, ſure I am, it is the fuprene 
happineſs of the eternal ſtate, and therefore 
may well be the ruling concern of this preſent 
life, 20 know the only true GOD, and ESU 
CHRIST, whom he hath ſent.— Nor do! ſtand 
alone in this opinion. The very beſt judge of 
whatever is valuable in ſcience, or perfective 
of our nature; a judge, who formed his taſte 
on the maxims of paradiſe, and received the 
finiſhings of his education in the third heavens; 
this judge determines to know nothing but FE: 
SUS CHRIST, and him crucified. He poſſe ſſed, 


in his own perſon, the fineſt, the moſt admired 


accompliſhments ; yet pronounces them no better 


than dung“, in compariſon of the ſuperemi- 


nent excellency of this ſaving knowledge. 
Methinks, I diſcern a thouſand admirable 
properties in the ſun. Tis, certainly, the belt 
material emblem of the Creator. There is more 
of Gop in its /uſtre, energy, and uſefulneſs, than 
in any other viſible being. To worſhip it as a 
_ deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable of all the hea- 
then idolatries. One ſcarce can wonder, that 
fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake fo fair a copy for 
To urept xoy ng yoo, Phil. iii. 8. 
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the adorable original. No compariſon, i in the 
hole book of ſacred wiſdom, pleaſes me more 
than that which reſembles the bleſſed Jas us 
0 yonder regent of the day“; who now ad- 
$ances on his azure road, to ſcatter light, and 
; liſpenſe gladneſs, through the nations. 
WHAT were all the realms of the weeks 
but a dungeon of darkneſs without the beams 
of the fun ! All their fine ſcenes hid from our 
view, loſt in obſcurity. In vain we roll around 
our eyes in the midnight gloom. In vain we 
ſtrive to behold the features of amiable Nature. 
Turn whither we will, no form or comelineſs 


f pears. All ſeenis a dreary waſte, an un 
1 litioguiſhed chaos, till the returning hours 
de ne unbarred the gates of Light, and let forth 
he (Wie Morn.— Then what a proſpect opens! The 


heavens are paved with azure, and ſtrewed with 
roſes. A variety of the livelieſt verdures ar- 
4, y the plains, The flowers put on a glow of 
os Nac richeſt colours. The whole creation ſtands 
ter North, dreſſed in all the charms of Beauty, The 
15 miſhed eye looks round, and wonders. 

| And what had been the condition of our in- 
tellectual nature, without the great Redeemer, 
and his divine revelation *—Alas! what abſurd 
nd unworthy apprehenſions did the Pagan 
ſiges form of GopD ! What idle dreams, what 
hildiſh conjectures, were their doctrines of a 
ex. Wire ſtate. —How did the bulk, even of that 
hat Wevoured nation, the Jews, weary themſelves in 


for WM * Unr: you that fear my name, ſpall the my hk R x be 170 „ 
fe, with beating in bis wg. Mal. iv. 
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very vanity, to obtain peace and reconciliation 
with their offended JEHoVAH ! till IEs us aroſe 
upon our benighted minds, and brought life 
and immortality to light; till HE aroſe, to en. 
lighten the wretched Gentiles, and to be the glory 
of his people Iſrael. 
Now we no longer cry out, with a reſtleſ; 
1mpatience, Where is GOD my mater? For we 
are allowed to contemplate the brightneſs of 
his glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
in the face of JESUS CHRIST, —Now we no 
longer i inquire, with an unſatisfied ſolicityde, 
Which is the way to bliſs?” becauſe Jxsvs 
has marked the path, by his ſhining example; 
and left us an unerring clue, in his holy word. 
Nou we have no more reaſon to proceed with 
miſgiving hearts in our journey to eternity, or 
to aſk anxiouſly, as we go, Who will roll 
„away the ſtone, and open the everlaſting 
% doors? Who will remove the flaming ſword, 
and give us admiſſion into the delights of 
* paradiſe?“ For it is done, all done, by the 
Captain of our ſalvation. Sin he has expiated, 
by the unblemiſhed ſacrifice of himſelf. The 
law he has /ulfilled, by his perfect obedience, 
The ſinner he transforms, by his ſanctifying 
 Spirit.—In a word, he hath both preſented vs 
with a clear diſcovery of good things to come, 


and adminiſtered to us an abundant entrance in- 
to the final enjoyment of them. 


Whenever, therefore, we bleſs Gop for the 
circling ſeaſons, and revolving day, let us adore, 
thankfully adore him: # for the more # precieus ap- 


_ 
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arance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and his 


gorious goſpel. Without which, we ſhould 
. have been groping, even to this hour, in ſpiri- 
*W: 7a! darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death: with- 
; gut which, we muſt have wandered in a maze 


of inextricable uncertainties ; and have ſtum- 
4 bled upon the dark mountains” of error, till 
"Wh vc fell into the bottomleſs pit of perdition. 


j WITHOUT that grand enlivening principle, 
„bat were this earth but a lifeleſs maſs ! a rude | 


lump of inactive matter? The trees could never 
break forth into leaves, nor the plants ſpring 


„les ſtanding thick with corn. Or, to ſpealk 
Fi in the beautiful language of a prophet“; No 
leger would the figetree bloſſom, nor fruit be in 
ol WW the vine. the labeur of the alive would fail, and 
no the fields could yield no meat: the flocks muſt be 
m UW off from the fold, and there would be no herd 


in the talls.—The ſun darts its beams among 


Wl the vegetable tribes, and paints the ſpring, 
ed, and enriches the autumn. This pierces to the 
Phe WY wots of the vineyard and the orchard; and ſets 


co MW ont thoſe fermenting juices, which at length 
nel burſt into floods of wine, or bend the boughs 
10 vith a mellow load. — Nor are its favours con- 


me, Fned to the upper regions, but diſtributed unto 
in- the deepeſt receſſes of creation. It penetrates the 


beds of metal, and finds its way to the place of 


Ore, 


Hab. ili. 19, 
ap- | 8 


A 


wp into flowers. We ſhould no more behold 
the meadows mantled over with green, nor the 


the! che ſapphires. It tinctures the ſeeds of gold, that 


. 


1 
as 
|. 
| 
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ppirit, and all his ſaints live through him. He 
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are ripening into ore; and throws a brillian 
Into the water of the diamond, that is hardening Wl th 
on its rock.—In ſhort, the beneficial agency of Ml 
this magnificent luminary is inexpreſſible. l MT 
beautifies, and impregnates, univerſal nature, 
% There is nothing hid from the heat thereef,” 
JUST in the ſame manner, were the rational 
| world dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, without the 
reviving energy of JEsUs CHRIST. He is © the 

s reſurrection, and the life ;” the overflowing 
fountain of the one, and the all- powerful cauſ; 
of the other, The ſecond Adam is a quickening 


ol 

ſhines upon their affections; and they ſhoot Ml þ 
forth into heavenly graces, and abound in the No 
fruits of righteouſneſs. Faith unfeigned, and WM ri 
love undiflembled, thoſe nobleſt productions of Ml fc 
the renewed nature, are the effect of his oper Ml a 
tion on the mind. Not ſo much as one divine MW 5 
diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one Chriſtian f 
habit unfold and flouriſh, without the kindly b 
influences of his grace. 0 
As there is no frountolacls, fo erwin no Ne 

_ cheerfulneſs, without the ſun *.— When that ir 
auſpicious ſovereign of the day diffuſes the Wl » 
mildneſs of his morning-ſplendour, he creates I 

an univerſal feſtival. Millions of glittering in-! 
ſects awake into exiſtence, and baſk in his rays. W © 
The birds ſtart from their ſlumbers, and pour t 
938 The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe ' 


« and produces all the neceſſaries of life, has a particulit | 
influence in cheering the mind of man, and making the 
_® heart it glad. ” SPECT, Vol. V. Ne 387, 


with bleating accents, hail the 3 bleſſing. 
The vallies ring with rural muſic; the hills 
echo back the artleſs ſtrains. All that is vocal, 


joins in the general choir; all that has breath, 
exults in the cheering influence. . : 
was that radiant orb extinguiſhed, a tremendous 
gloom would enſue, and horror inſupportable. 
Nay, let it only be eclip/ed for a few minutes, 
and all nature aſſumes an air of ſadneſs. The 
heavens are wrapt in fables, and put on a kind 

of mourning. The moſt ſprightly animals 
hang down their dejected heads. The ſongiters 
of the grove are ſtruck dumb. Howling beaſts. 


roam abroad for prey, ominous birds come 


forth and ſcreech; the heart of man fails, or 
a ſudden pang ſeizes the foreboding mind.— — 
So, when CHRIST hides away his face, when 
faith loſes ſight of that Conſolation of J/rael, 
how gloomy are the proſpects of the ſoul! Our 


Cop ſeems to be a conſuming fire, and our fins 
cry loudly for vengeance, 'The thoughts bleed 


inwardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily, All 
vithout is irkſome; all within is diſconſolate,— 
Lift up then, moſt gracious Jus vs, thou nobler 
Day-ſpring from on high! O lift np the light 
of thy countenance upon thy people! Reveal 

the fulneſs of thy mediatorial ſufficiency ; make 
clear our title to this p great ſalvation ; and there - 


by impart 


What nothin adds gives, « or can 40 | 
| Ihe ſoul's calm ſunſbine, and the heart - ſelt j oy” A 


..* Pore's Eth. Epiſt. 8 
0 2 
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their delighted ſouls in harmony. The flocks, 
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In one inſtance more, let me purſue thy 
ſimilitude. The ſun, I obſerve, pours his luſtre 
all around, to every diſtance, and in every direc. 
tion. Profuſely liberal of his gifts, he illumi. 
nates and cheers all the ends of the earth, and 
the whole compaſs of the ſkies. The Eaſt red. 
dens with his riſing radiance, and the weſtern 


Hills are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplendour, 


he chilly regions of the north are cheriſhed 
by his genial warmth ; while the ſouthern tract 
glow with his fire.— Thus are the influences of 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs difuſrve and unconfi 
ned. The generations of old felt them; and ge- 
nerations yet unborn will rejoice in them, The 
merits of his precious death extended to the 


flürſt, and will be propagated to the laſt, ages 
of mankind.—May they, ere lang, viſit the re- 


moteſt climates, and darkeſt corners of the 

carth ! Command thy goſpel, bleſſed IEsus, 

thy everlaſting goſpel, to take the wings of the 
morning, and travel with yonder ſun. Let it 
ily upon ſtrong pinions among every people, 
nation, and language; that where the heat 
ſcorches, and the cald freezes, thou mayſt be 
known, confelled, and adored ! that ftrangers 
to thy name, and enemies to thy doctrine, may 
be enlightened with the knowledge, and won 
to the love, of thy truth! O! may that beſt ot 
Teras come, that wiſhed-for period advance, 


when all the ends of the world ſbail remember 


themſelves, and be turned unte theLORD ; aud all 
the kindreds of the nations worſbip before him“. 
po | 0 Hul. XLil, 27. | SER 


A FLOWER-GARDEN. 161 


FROM the heavens, we retire to the earth, 
Here the drops of dew, like ſo many liquid 
cryſtals , ſparkle upon the eye. How brilliant 
ind unſullied is their luſtre ! How little inferior 
to the proud ſtone, which irradiates a mo- 
narch's crown! They want nothing but foli- 
diy and permanency, to equal them with the 
fneſt treaſures of the jeweller's caſket. —Here, 
it muſt be confeſſed, they are greatly deficient 
hort-lived ornaments ; poſſeſſed of little more 
than a momentary radiance, The tun, that 
lights them up, will ſoon melt them into air, 
or exhale them into vapours. Within another - 


« ſhall be away.” —O ! may every good refolus» 
ton of mine, and of my flocks; may our 
united breathings after GoD, not be like theſe 
tranſient decorations of the morning, but like 

the lubſtantial glory of the growing day! the 
one ſhines more and more, with augmented 

fplendours; while the other, having glittered 
paily for a few moments, difappear and are loſt. 
How ſenſibly has this dew refreſhed the vege= 


ſun had almoſt parched the face, and exhauſted 
the ſweets, of Nature. But what a ſovereign re- 
ſtorative are theſe cooling dijtillations of the night! 
How they gladden and invigorate the languiſh- 
ing herbs ! Sprinkled with theſe reviving drops, 
their verdure deepens; their bloom is new-fluthe 
* Now Morn, her roſy ſteps in th' eaſtern clime 
Advancing, ſow'd the earth with orient pearl, 


| | ; Mkr. 


hour, we may look for their place, and they 5 


table kingdoms! he fer vent heat of yeſterday's = 


ed; their fragrance, faint or intermitted, be. 
comes potent and copious.— Thus does the ever. 
bleſſed 8pIRIT revive the drooping trouble 
conſcience of a ſinner. When that almighty 
Comforter ſheds his ſweet influence on the ſoy], 
diſplays the all-ſufficient ſacrifice of a divine 
Redeemer, and“ witnefles with our ſpirit,” tha 
we are intereſted in the Saviour, and, by this 
means, are children of GOD; then what a plex 


fing change enſues! Former anxieties are re. 
membered no more. Every uneaſy apprehenſion 


| vaniſhes, Soothing hopes, and delightful ex. 
pectations, ſucceed. The countenance drops it 
dejected mien; the eyes brighten with a lively 
cheerfulneſs ; while the lips expreſs the heart 
felt ſatisfaction, in the language of Thankſęi. 
ving. and the voice of Melody.—In this ſenſe, 
merciful Gop, be as the dew unto Vfrael 
Pour upon them the continual dew of thy 
„ blefling.” And, O! let not my fleece be dry, 
while heavenly benediction deſcends upon all 
ro US EL ĩͤ ay 
Who can number theſe pearly drops ? They 
hang on every hedge; they twinkle from every 
ſpray; and adorn the whole herbage of the field. 
Not a blade of graſs, not a ſingle leaf, but wears 
the watery pendants. So vaſt is the profuſim, 
_ that it baffles the arithmetician's art.—Here 
let the benevolent mind contemplate and admire 
that emphatical Scripture, which, from this ele- 
gant ſimilitude, deſcribes the increaſe of the 


Meffrah's kingdom. The royal Prophet, ſpeak- 


ing of CyR15T, and foretelling the ſucceſs of 


* 
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MW his religion, has this remarkable expreſſion . 
a The dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morn- 
4 ing *; (i. e.) As the morning is the mother of 
(es; produces them, as it were, from a pro- 


eo * P/al. cx. 3. M bu p rn BIN. The moſt exact. 
at tranſlation of this difficult paſſage is, I apprebend, as fol- 
lows; Pre rere uteri auroræ, tibi eſt ros juventutis vel prolis 
tus, The dew of thy birth is larger, more copious, than 
2-W the dew which proceeds from the womb of the morning.” 
e. cannot acquieſce in the new verſion; becauſe that diſ- 
joins the womb of the morning from the dew of thy birth. Where · 
as, they ſeem to have a clear affinity, and a cloſe connec- 
tion. The womb of the morning is, with the utmoſt perti- 
nency, applied to the conception and production of dews; 
agrecably to a delicate line, in that great maſter of juſt de- 
ſcription, and lively painting, Mr. Thomſon: on Oe 
The meek-ey'd Morn appears, mother of dews.” Sammer. 
We meet with a fine expreſſion in the book of Feb, which 
may ſerve to confirm this remark, may illuſtrate the pro- 
pricty of the phraſe, uſed in this connexion. ** Hath the 
„ rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of dew?” It 
ſeems, the oriental writers delighted to repreſent the dew, 
as a kind of birth, as the offspring of the Morning. And if 
ſo, ſurely there could be no image in the whole compaſs of 
the univerſe better adapted to the Pſalmiſi's purpoſe, or more 
* ſtrongly fignificant of thoſe multitudes of proſelytes, which 
e were tern, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will 
CY Wi of man, but of GOD; by the powerful energy of his word 
eld. W and Spirit. Upon this ſuppoſition, the whole verſe deſcribes 
Ars The willing ſubjetion, Y _ N 
fon The gracious accompliſhments, bor Chriſt's converts, 
n And the vaſt number, | 28 NT 
6.4. In the day of thy power, when thy glorious goſpel ſhall be 
Ve il publiſhed in the world, and accompanied with marvellous 
ele · Weſicacy, —in that memorable period, thy people, di ſeont inu- 
the ing the former oblat ions commanded under the :faic law, 
| ſhall devote themſelves, as ſo many living ſacrifices, to thy 
ak- bnour, Not conſtrained by force, but charmed with thy 
of Wercclleucy, they ſhall come in vluntcers to thy ſervice, and 
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lific womb; and ſcatters them, with the moſt la. 
viſh abundance, over all the ſurface of the earth; 
_ fo ſhall thy ſeed be, O thou everlaſting Father! 
By the preaching of thy word, ſhall ſuch an in- 


de free-will offerings in thy church.—Neither ſhall they be 
empty vines,” or bare proſeſſors; but ſhall walk in all 
the beauties of bolizeſs, and bring forth ſuch amiable fruit, 
as will adorn the doctrine they embrace. What is ſtill mere 
deſirable, they thall be as numerous as they are willing and 
holy: born to thee in numbers immenſe and inconceivable; 
exceeding even the countleſs myriads of dew-drops, which 
are begotten by the night, and ifſue from the womb of the 
—_—_— VVV | 
By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its ob- 
ſcurity ; and appears both truly ſublime, and perſectly jult, 
May I be pardoned. the digreſſivn, and acquitted from 
pre ſumption, if, on this occaſion, | take leave to animadvert 
upon what ſeems harſh and unnatural in the common ei- 
poſition of the laſt verſe of this pſalm? All the commenta- 
tors (as many, at lcaſt, as I have conſulted) inform their 
readers, that to drink of the brook in the way, lignifies 1% under. 
go ſufferings and death: which, in my opinion, is a conſtruc- 
tion extremely forced, and hardly ſupportable ; altogether 
remote from the import of ſuch poctical forms of diction, try 
_ cuſtomary among the eaſtern nations. lu thoſe ſultry clim:s, Wl ©! 
nothing could be more welcome to the traveller than a e 
brook ſtreaming near his paths. To quench bis thirſt, and ſha 
' lave his feet, in the cooling current, was one of the great- e 
eſt reſreſhments imaginable, and reanimated him to pur- 1 
ſue his journey. For which reaſon, among others, brooks ſh; 
are a very favourite image with the inſpired penmen ; uled . 
to denote a ſituation fertile and delightful, or a ſtate of pier» Wis 

| ſure and ſatisfaftion; but never, that I can recollect, to pic- e 
ture out the contrary condition of tribulation and diſtreſs, e. 
The water. floods, indeed, in the ſacred writings, ten en 
repreſent ſome imminent danger, or grievous affliction, p01 
But then they are not- BSm—ſtreams ſo calm, that fre 

| they keep within their bauks, and glide quietly by the ſha 
traveller's footſteps; ſo clear, that they are fit for the way* Opp 
faring man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught; both ful 
which notions are plainly implied in the text,—They ae e 
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numerable race of regene1ate children be born 
vato thee, and prove an ornament and a bleſſ- 


ore: or—nYaw— ſweeping inundations ; which bear down 


intoxicating, or empoiſoned liquors; a caſe quite different 
from that under conſideration) ; but either Dyna -v bich 
im ports terror and aſtoniſhment; or elſe—now and Ty — 


under the waves. 
Jude to the i fluences of the Holy Gi 7 which were commu- 
picated, in unmeaſurable degrees, to our great High Prieſt ; 
and were, in fact, the cauſe of his ſurmounting all difficul- 


* beliexeth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of li- 
vir g waters,” The enjoyment of them is deſcribed by drinks 


ſhall the Redeemer be able to execute the various and im- 
portant offices foretold in the preceding parts of the pſalm? 


mearnate Nate, through the whole adminiſtration of his 
mediatorial kingdom, ſhall be ſupported with omnipo- 
teat ſuccours, He ſhall drink at the brook of almighty 


power. and travel on in the greatneſs of an uncreated 
ſrength.— Therefore all he lift up bis head. By this means, 
ſhall he be equal to the prodigious taſk, and ſuperior to all 


oppolition. By this means, ſhall he be thoroughly ſucceſs- 


ful in whatever he undertakes, and greatly triumphant 


ora all his ent mies. 


ing to all ages. Millions, millions of willing 
converts, from every nation under heaven, ſhall 


mher—mawn—hoi/ercus hillou's; burſting over a ſhip; or 
daſhing themſelves, with dreadful impetuoſity, upon the 


all before them, and drown the neighbouring country. 
—Beſides, in theſe - inſtances of horror, we never find 
the word -N =- He fall drink ; which conveys a pleaſing | 
idea (unleſs when it relates to a cup, filled with bitter, 


which ſignify to 71 upon, to overwhelm, and even to bury | 


Upon the whole: May not the paſſage more properly al- 


iet. Theſe are frequently repreſented by waters; ©* Whoſo, 


i; “ He that 47 inbeth of the water that I ſhall give him, 
« ſhall never thii(t,''—Then, the ſenſe may run in this 
well · connected and perſpicuous manner. Is it aſked, How 


The prophct replies, He ſval! drink of the brot in the way. He 
ſhall not be left barely to his human nature, which muſt 
uavoidably fink under the tremendous work of recover= 
mg the loſt world ; but, through the whole courſe of his 
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cover the face of Nature. Behold then, ye ob- 
ſtinately wicked, though you“ are not gathered, 
„pet will the Saviour be glorious,” His de. 


MANUEL will want believers, or heaven inha 


follows them.—At other times, theſe gent 
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| wondime thy family, and repleniſh thy church | 
till they become like the ſtars of the ſky, oe ic 

the ſands of the ſea, for multitude; or even az 

 numberleſs as theſe fine ſpangles, which now 


ſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor his labour prox 
abortive, though you render it of none cf> 
with regard to yourſelves. Think nor, that lu. 


bitants, becauſe you continue incorrigible, No; 
the Lamb that was ſlain, will!“ fee of the i. 
„ vail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied,” in a never: 
failing ſeries of faithful people below, and an 
immenſe choir of glorified ſaints above; who 
ſhall form his retinue, and ſurround his throne, 
In ſhining and eee armies, ſuch as 10 
| man can number. SH 
HERE I was i of hs various expe 
dients which Providence, unſearchably wile, Hi 
_ uſes, to /frufify both the material and intellec-Mof 
tual world. — Sometimes you ſhall have mpetu-Wro 
cus and heavy ſhowers, burſting from the angry toc 
clouds. They laſh the plains, and make the ri-Wher 
vers foam. A ſtorm brings them, and a deluge 


deus are formed in the ſerene evening air. They 
ſteal down by ſlow degrees, and with inſenſible 
ſtilneſs; ſo ſubtile, that they deceive the 
niceſt eye; ſo ſilent, that they eſcape the moſt 
delicate ear; and when fallen, ſo very light, 
5 That they e ue the anderen, by 
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oppreſs the weakeſt, flower. — Very different 
operations! yet each concurs in the /ame bene- 
cial end, and both impart fertility to the lap 
of Nature. oa EN 
So, ſome perſons have I known reclaimed 
from the unfruitful works of darkneſs, by vio- _ 
[nt and ſevere means. The Almighty addreſſed 
their ſtubborn hearts, as he addreſſed the //rael- 
iet at Sinai, with lightning in his eyes, and 
thunder in his voice. The Conſcience, {mit with 
aſenſe of guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal ven- 
zeance, trembled through all her powers; juſt 
2 that ſtrong mountain tottering to its centre. 
Pangs of remorſe, and agonies of fear, prece- 
d:d their new birth. They were reduced to the 
laſt extremities, almoſt overwhelmed with de- 
ſpair, before they found reſt in Is us CHRIST. 
Others have been recovered from a vain con- 
verſation, by methods more mild and attractive. 
The Father of ſpirits applied himſelf to their 


reachable minds, in “ a ſtill and ſmall voice.“ 


His grace came down, as the rain into a fleece 
of wool; or as theſe ſoftening drops, which 
now water the earth, The kingdom of Gop 
took place in their ſouls, without noiſe or ob- 
ſervation, . They paſſed from death unto life, 
from a carnal to a regenerate ſtate, by almoſt 
mperceptible advances. The tranſition reſem- 
bled the growth of corn; was very viſible, when 


fefted ; though ſcarce ſenſible, while accom- 


piſhing.—O thou Author and Finiſher of our 
faith, recall us from our wanderings, and re- 
lute us to thyſelf ! Whether thou alarm us with 
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thy terrors, or allure us with thy ſmiles : whe. 
ther thou drive us with the ſcourge of convie. 
tion, or draw us with the cords of love; let us, 


in any wiſe, return to thee; for thou art our 


ſupreme good; thou art our only happineſs, 

BEFORE I proceed farther, let me aſcend 

the terrace, and take one ſurvey of the neigh. 
bouring country, What a proſpect ruſhes up. 
on my fight! How vaſt; how various; bod 
full and plenteous with all manner of ſtore! 3 


Nature's whole wealth! What a rich and in- 


exhauſtibie magazine is here, furniſhing ſub. 
ſiſtence for every creature! Methinks J read, in 


theſe ſpacious volumes, a moſt lively comment 


upon that noble celebration of the divine bene- 
ficence; He openeth his hang, and i filleth all things 
living with plenteouſneſs.. 

Theſe are thy glorious ok Parent of good, 

_ Almighty! Thine this univerſal frame, 


Thus WN * e Howe wondrous then 
nt 


The felds are covereit 8 and ſtand thick, 
with corn. They expand the milky grain to the 
ſun; while the gales, now inclining, now rai- 
: ſvg, each flexile ſtem, open all their rankstothe 
agency of his beams: which will ſoon impart 
a firm conſiſtence to the grain, and a gloff 
golden hue to the ear; that they may be dur 
lified to fill the barns of the huſbandman with 
plenty, and his heart with gladneſs. | 
Yonder lie the meadzws, ſmoothed into 4 
perfect level; decorated with an embroidery 
of the gayeſt flowers; and loaded with ſponta: 
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neous ; crops of herbage e; which, converted i in- 

b hay, will prove a moſt commodious provi- 
„ion for the barrenneſs of winter; will ſupply 
r Wvith fodder our ſerviceable animals, when all 

the verdure of the plain is killed by froſts, or 
urid in ſnows.— A winding fream glides along 
„le flowery margin, and receives the image of 
p- Wihe bending 1kies, and waters the roots of many 
n We branching willow, "Tis ſtocked, nodoubt, with 
xriery of ; which afford a ſolitary diverſion 


n- Who the angler, and nouriſh for his table a deli- 


b- Wcious treat. Nor is it the only merit of this li- 
in Wauid element to maintain the finny nations; it 
nt Wlſo carries cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes fruitfulneſs, 
e- Wyherever it rolls the cryſtal current. 
t The paſtures, with their verdant mounds, 
hequer the proſpect, and prepare a ſtanding 
epatt for our cattle. There“ our oxen are 
made ſtrong to labour; and our ſheep bring 
forth houts nds and ten thouſands.” There 
the horſe acquires vigour, for the diſpatch of 
ck, Wour buſineſs; and ſpeed, to expedite our jour- 
the Nreys. From thence the kine bring home their 
4i- Widders diſtended with one of the richeſt and 
bealthieſt liquors in the world. 
On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome. 
rand colonade, erects its towering head. Every 
ne projects a friendly ſhade for the beaſts, and 
treates a hoſpitable lodging for the birds, Every 
Wie ſtands ready, to furnith timber for a palace; 
to 2% for a navy; or, with a more condeſcend- ; 
lery . —— vireſcunt 
nta · Gramina . Vins. 


Vor. I. e . 


ing courteſy, ſuel for our hearths. One of then 
ſeems ſkirted with a wild uncultivated Heath; 
which, like well-diſpoſed ſhades in painting, 
throws an additional luſtre on the more Orna- 
mented parts of the landſcape. Nor is its uſe. 
fulneſs, like that of a foil, relative only, but 
real. There ſeveral valuable creatures are pro. 
duced, and accommodated, without any expenſe 
or care of ours. There, likewiſe, ſpring abund- 
ance of thoſe herbs, which aſſuage the ſmart 
of our wounds, and allay the fiery tumults of 
the fever; which impart floridity to our circu- 
lating fluids, add a more vigorous tone to our 
active ſolids, and thereby repair the Og of 


oOur enfeebled conſtitutions. 


Nearer the houſes, we perceive. an ample 
: Corned of branches; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, 


but more amiable for their annual ſervices. A 


little while ago I beheld them, and all was one 
| beauteous, boundleſs waſte of Bloſſoms. The eye 
marvelled at the lovely ſight, and the heart te- 
joiced in the proſpect of autumnal plenty. But 
no the blooming maid is reſigned for the uſe- 
ful matron. The flower is fallen, and the fru 
ſwells out on every twig. Breathe ſoft, y 
Winds ! O ſpare the tender fruitage, ye ſur] 
_ Blaſts! Let the pear-tree ſuckle her juicy pro- 


geny, till they drop into our hands, and diſſolve 


in our mouths. Let the plum hang unmoleſted 
upon her boughs till ſhe faten her delicious ficth 
and cloud her poliſhed ſkin with blue. And 
as for the apples, that ſtaple commodity of ov 
ercbards, let no injurious ſhocks precipitt 
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them immaturely to the ground; till revolving _ 
ſuns have tinged them with a ruddy complexion, 
ind concocted them into an exquiſite flavour. 
Then, what copious hoards of what burniſhed 
tinds, and what delightful reliſhes, will reple- 
diſh the ſtore- room! Some, to preſent us with 
an early entertainment, and refreſh our palates 
zamidft the ſultry hearts. Some, to borrow ripe- 
neſs from the falling ſnows, and carry autumn 
into the depths of winter. Some, to adorn the 
ſalver, make a part of the deſert, and give an 
zyrecable cloſe to our feaſts ®. Others, to fill our 
rats with a foaming flood; which, mellowed by 
age, may ſparkle in the glaſs, withalivelineſs and 
delicacy little inferior to the blood of the grape. 

I obſerve ſeveral ſmall inclaſures, which ſeem 
to be apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the 
north ; and, therefore, are defended, on that 
quarter, by a thick wood, or a lofty wall. At 
the ſame time, they cultivate an uninterrupted. 
correſpondence with the ſouth, and throw open 
their whole dimenſions to its friendly warmth, 
One, in particular, lies within the reach of a di- 
ſtinguiſhing view, and proves to be a kitchen- 
garden. It looks, methinks, like a plain and fru- 
g republic. Whatever may reſemble the pomp 
of courts, or the enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed 
from this humble community. None of the pro- 
ductions of the olitory affect finery, but all are 
hadited with the very perfections of decency. 
Here thoſe celebrated qualities are eminently 
5 3 fp 
Uſque ad mala——— _ e ORs 
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united, the utmoſt ſimplicity with the exacteſt W m 
neatneſs*.—Aſkilful hand has parcelled out the I ee 
whole ground into narrow beds, and interye. WM li 
ning alleys. The ſame diſcreet management ha; u 


aſſigned to each verdant family a peculiar and Ml in 


be pleaſing to behold their orderly ſituation, and 


diſtin& abode; ſo that there is no confuſion Ml tt 
amidſt the greateſt multiplicity ; becauſe every ¶ it 

individual knows its proper home, and all the Ml ar 
| tribes are ranged with perfect regularity.—lfit 


their modeſt beauties; how much more delight 
ful to conſider the advantages they yield! 
What a und of choice accommodations is here 
what a ſource of wholeſome dainties ! and all 
for the enjoyment of man. Why does the par: 
 fley, wich her frizzled locks, ſhag the border; or 
hy the ce/ery, with her brag ry, arms, perfo- 
rate the mould; but to render his ſoups ſavoury! 

The a/paragus ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer 
him the firit-fruits of the ſeaſon ; and the arti: 


choke ſpreads its turgid top, to give him a treu & 
of vegetable marrow. The tendrils of the c. 
cumber“ò creep into the ſun; and though baſk- dy 
ing in its hotteſt rays, Tor eaten for their . 
% cc Soles munditiie.? 1 5 | Hon, pl 

, Virgil, with great conciſcneſs, and n propay 
; deferibes the cucumber— T 


* Tortufque per beibem 8 | 
© Creſccret in ventrem cucumis— Geog IV. 

Milton has (if we admit Dr. Bentley's 3 which 

is, I think, in this place, n jult) almoſ; trau 
lated the Latin poet; | 

forth crept og 

"Th he . 20 1 Lat, b. v1 VII. line 31% 
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WW maſter, and barrel up for his uſe, the moſt 
cooling juices of the ſoil. The beans ſtand firm 
like files of embattled troops; the peaſe reſt 

;W upon their props, like ſo many companies of 

| W iovalids ; while both repleniſh their pods with 

1M the fatneſs of the earth, on purpoſe to pour 
ion their owner's table. Not one ſpecies, 

e among all this variety of herbs, is a cumberer 

of the ground. Not a ſingle plant, but is good 

1M for food, or ſome way ſalutary. With ſo bene- 


i WM ficent an economy are the ſeveral periods of 


WF their miniſtration ſettled, that no portion of 
e year is left deſtitute of nouriſhing eſculents, 
What is ſtill more obliging, every portion of 
the year affords /uch eſculents as are beſt ſuit- 
ed to the temperature of the air, and the ſtate 
of our bodies —Why then ſhould the poſeffor 
of ſo valuable a ſpot envy the condition of 
kings“? ſince he may daily walk amidſt rows 
of peaceable and obſequious, though mute, ſub- 
jects. Every one of which tenders him ſome 
agreeable preſent, and pays him a willing tri- 
dute; ſuch as is moſt happily adapted, both to 
ſupply his wants, and to regale his taſte; to 
furniſh him, at once, with plenty and with 
OD 
At a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty hills. 
They heave their huge ridges among the clouds; 


'« Hic rarum tamen in dumis olus, albaque circum 
Lilia, verbenaſque premens, veſcumque papaver, 
#* Regum æquabat opes animis : ſeraque revertens | 
Nocte domum, dapibus menſas onerabat inemptis. 

) rd Rea 1 4 5: * 
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and look like the barriers of kingdoms, or the 
boundaries of Nature. Bare and deformed as 
their ſurface may appear, their bowels are 
_ fraught with inward treaſures ; treaſures lodg- 
ed faſt in the quarries, or ſunk deep in the mines, 
From thence, Induſtry may draw her imple- 
ments, to plough the ſoil, to reap the grain, 
and procure every neceſſary convenience. From 
thence, Art may fetch her materials, to rear 
the dome, to ſwell the organ, and form the no- 
bleſt ornaments of politer life. 
On another ſide, the great deep terminates 
the view. There go the ſhips ; there is that levi- 
at han and there, in that world of waters, an 
inconceivable number of animals have their ha- 
bitation.— This is the capacious ciſtern of the 
_ wniverſe ; which admits, as into a receptacle, 
and diſtributes, as from a reſervoir, whatever 
waters the whole globe. There is not a foun- 
tain that guſhes in the unfrequented deſert, nor 
a rivulet that flows in the remoteſt continent, 
nor a cloud that ſwims in the higheſt regions 
of the firmament, but is fed by this all-replenith- 
ing ſource. —The ocean is the grand vehicle of 
trade, and the uniter of diſtant nations. To us it 
is peculiarly kind; net only as it wafts into our 
ports the harveſt of every climate, and renders 
our iſland the centre of traffic; but alſo as it 
| ſecures us from foreign invaſions, by a ſort of 
impregnable entrenchment. 
* Whoſe rampart was the ſea. Nah. iii. 8. 


1 hope, this little excurſion into the country will not be 
looked upon as a depariure from my ſubject ; becauſe a tu- 


81 » — 


ot be 
a tu 


— 
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Methinks, the view of this profuſe muni- 
ficence inſpires a ſecret delight, and kindles a 
diſinterefted good. will. — While the * little hills 
« clap their hands,“ and the luxuriant“ vallies 
laugh and fing;” who can forbear catching the 


| general joy? who is not touched with lively ſen- 


ations of pleaſure ?—While the everlaſting Fa- 
ther is ſcattering bleſſings through his whole fa- 
mily, and crowning the year with his goodneſs; 
who does not feel his breaſt overflowing with 
adiffuſive benevolence!—My heart, I muſt con- 
els, beats high with ſatisfaCtion ; and breathes 
out congratulatory wiſhes, upon all the tenants 
of theſe rural abodes: Peace be within your 
„walls, as well as plentcouſneſs around your 
* dwellings.” Live, ye highly favoured ; live 
ſenſible of your benefits, and thankful to your 
Bene factor. Look round upon theſe prodigi- 
ouſly large incomes of the fruitful ſoil, and call 
them (for you have free leave) all your own. 
Only let me remind you of one very important 


nl view, though no eſſential part of a garden, is yet a de- 
lrable appendage, and neceſſary to completeZits beauty, 
As uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable property which can at- 
tend any production, this is the circumſtance chiefly touch= _ 
ed upon in the ſurvey of the landſcape. Though every piece 


of this extenſive and diverſified ſcene is caſt in the moſt ele- 


Rat mould, yet nothing is calculated merely for ſhew and 
parade. You ſce nothing formed in the taſte of the often- 
atious obeliſk, or infignificant pomp of the pyramid. No 


ſuch idle expenſes were admitted into that conſummate 
plan, which regulated the ſtructure of the univerſe. All 


the decorations of Nature are no leſs advantageous than or- 
mental; ſuch as ſpeak the MAKER infinitely bencficent, 
ws well as incomparably maguilicent, 8 e 
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truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may you never for. 
get, that you are ob/iged to CHRIST Jays, 
for every one of theſe accommodations, which 
"_ from the teeming earth, and the ſmiling 
1. Cur1sT made them“, when they were not, 
He fetched them up from utter darkneſs, 
and gave them both their being and their beay. 
ty. He created the materials, of which they are 
compoſed ; and moulded them into this endleſ MW fo1 
multiplicity of amiable forms, and uſeful ſub- th 
ſtances. He arrayed the heavens with a veſture Hi 


When I aſcribe the work of creation to the Sox, I au 
would by no means be ſuppoſed to with-hold the ſame ho- 1 
nour from the eternal FATHER, and ever-blefſed 8 PIRIT. ted 
The acts of thoſe inconceivably glorious perſons are, like ¶ {ct 
their efſence, undivided and one. But I chuſe to ſtate the ¶ no 

point in this manner, becauſe this is the manifeſt doctrine 
of the New Teſtament, is the expreſs belief of our church, 
and a moſt noble peculiarity of the goſpel-revelation.— ful 
chuſe it alſo, becauſe | would take every opportunity of in- $a; 
culcating, and celebrating, the divinity of the REDEtMe:; 
a truth, which imparts an unutterable dignity to Chriltia- 
nity: a truth, which: lays an immoveable foundation for Ad 
all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian : a truth, which ap} 
will render the myſtery of our redemption the wonder and 
delight of eternity : and with this truth, every one will 

_ obſerve, my aſſertion is inſeparably connected. 185 | 
If any one queſtions whether this be the doctrine of our if 


church; let the Creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolema of t 
__ devotions, determine his doubt: I believe,” fays that be x 
form of ſound words, in one Lord Jesvs Christ, of h 
„ very Gop of very GoD, by whom all things were made. — R . 
If it be farther inquired, From whence the Nicene fathers if 

derived this article of their faith? I anſwer, From the wrt ven 
tings of the beloved diſeiple, who lay on the Saviour's bo- — 


ſom ; and of that great apoſtle, who had been caught up 


into the third heaven, Jobn i. ge Col. i. 6. * 


. of the mildeſt blue; and clothed the earth in 
„a livery of the gayeſt green. His pencil ſtreak. 
bed, and his breath perfumed, whatever is beau · 
s tiful or fragrant in the univerſe. His ſtrength 
ſet faſt the mountains; his goodneſs garniſned 
che vales ; and the ſame feuch which healed the 
er, wrought the whole viſible em into this 
EW womplcte perfection.? £7 
re 2. CHRIS r recovered them, when they were 
45M forfeited.,—By Adam's fin we loſt our right to 
b-W the comforts of life, and fruits of the ground. 
re His diſobedience was the moſt impious and hor» 
nd treaſon againſt the KING of kings. Conſe - 
„i quently, his whole patrimony became conſiſca -· 
d: as well the portion of temporal good things, 
kW ſertled upon the human race during their mi- 
the W nority, as that everlaſting heritage reſerved 
ch for their enjoyment, when they ſhould come to 
full age. But the“ Seed of the woman,” in- 
ſtantly interpoſing, took off the attainder, and 
redeemed the alienated inheritance. The firſt. 
Adam being diſinherited, the ſecond Adam was 
appointed heir M all things“, viſible as well as in- 


Hb. i. 2.— In this ſenſe, at leaſt, Cyr15T is the Saviour 
our el men. The former and latter rain; the precious fruits 
emal the earth; food to eat, and raiment to put on; — all theſe 


bad de purchaſed, even for his irreclaimable enemies. They eat | 


51. bis bread who lift up their heel againſt him. | 
We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endearing | 
ders ght the Chriſtian is to contemplate the things that are ſeen. 
ri. Heatbens might diſcover an eternal Power, and infinite Wiſ- 
bo- om, in the ſtructure of the univerſe; Heathens might ac- 
1 up mowledge a moſt ſtupendous liberality, in the unreſerved 
pant of the whole fabric, with all its furniture, to the ſer- 
Vice of mau. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in mind 
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viſible. And we hold our poſſeſſion of the for. 
mer, we expect an inſtatement in the latter, 
purely by virtue of our alliance to him, and 
our union with him. „ 

3. CunISsH vpholds them, which would other. 
wiſe tumble into ruin.—By him, ſays the Oracle 
of inſpiration, all things conſiſt“. His finger 
rolls the ſeaſons round, and preſides over all the 
celeſtial revolutions. His finger winds up the 


wheels, and impels every ſpring, of vegetative 


nature. In a word, the whole weight of the 
_ creation reſts upon his mighty arm, and receives 
the whole harmony of its motion from his un. 
erring eye, —This habitable globe, with all its 
rich appendages, and fine machinery, could no 
more continue than they could create them- 
| ſelves. Start they would into inftant confuſion, 
or drop into their primitive nothing, did not his 
power ſupport, and his wiſdom regulate, them 
every moment, In conformity to his will, they 
ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their orders; 


| his forfeiture of them, and the price paid to redeem them. 
He ſhould receive the gifts of indulgent Providence, as the 


Iſraelites received their law, from the hand of a Mediator: 


or rather, to him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from 
the ſtores of an unbounded bounty, but ſwimming (as it 


were) in that crimſon tide, which ſtreamed from IuuA. 


 NUEL's veins. 1 | | 
+ Col. i. 19. I beg leave to ſubjoin St. Chry/o/tom's pert!- 
nent and beautiful note upon the paſſage; by which it will 
appear, that the ſentiment of theſe ſections is not merely 
a private opinion, but the avowed belief of the primitive 
church. Teregu, ſays the eloquent father, ug avrov Ag 
TX 1 TavTuwv virofacic* v Ho KUTOS AUTH £X TY Eq vrog ig T8 
r THpnYXYEv, M % AUTOF AUTH GUY XPAHTEL VUY' WE (XV a 
_ETa@by rug aur Tpoveizg, aXoAwnt % Sirphapriie 
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nd wait only for his ſovereign nod, to“ fall 
« away like water that runneth apace.“ 

4. CHRIST afuates them, which would other- 
wiſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant ®,—Penfioners 
they are, canſtant penſioners, on his bounty; 
and borrow their a from his fulneſs. He on- 

þ has life: and whatever operates, operates by 
in emanatioa from his all-ſufficiency. Does 
the grape refreſi you with its enlivening juices ? 
It is by 2 warrant received, and virtue derived, 
from the Redeemer. Does bread ſtrengthen. 
our heart, and prove the ſtaff of your life? 
Gender, that it is by the Saviour's appoint- 
ment, and through the efficacy of his operation. 
You are charmed with his melody, when the 
„time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the 
voice Of the nightingale is heard in your land.“ 
You taſte his goodneſs in the luſcious fig, the 
n Inelting peach, and the muſky flavour of the 
y vricot You ſmell his ſweetneſs in the opening 
„ bongyſuckle, and every odoriferous ſhrub, 

Could theſe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, 
they would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficiency 
of their own, and aſcribe the whole honour to 
their Maker.—** We are ſervants,” would they 
lay, * of HIM, who died for you. Ciſterns, on- 

* Tuba v. Ji 3. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work; or, I 
tiert that unremitting and unwearied energy, which is the 
life of the ereation.— Thus the words are paraphraſed by 
amaſterly expoſitor, who has illuſtrated the life of our 


the moſt amiable ſpirit of deyotion; and without any mix- 
me of the malignant leaven, or low ſingularities, of a pars 
ty. See the Family Expoſitor, vol. I. ſect. 47. ” 


bleſſed Lord, in the moſt elegant taſte of criticiſm; with 


ix 


« 15 dry ciſterns in ourſelves, we tranſmit to 
0 tain transfuſes into us. Think not that, 


4 with aſſiſtance, or adminiſter to your com. 
fort. Tis the divine energy, the divine 


good. We ſerve you, O ye Sons of men, that 
«© you may love him, who placed us in theſe 
( ſtations. O! love the Loxp, therefore, al 
„ye who are ſupported by our miniſtry; or 
« elſe we ſhall groan *, with indignation and 


% are CHRIST's. Crop our choiceſt beauties; 
«cc 


"0 
« 


* motives to your obedience.” 
a glance round the inferior creation, 'tis time 


attention to the beautiful ſpot below. Here Na. 
ture, always pleaſing, every where lovely, ap- 
| Pears with peculiar attractions. Yonder ſhe 
| ſeems dreſſed in her diſhabille; grand, but ir- 
regular: here ſhe calls in her bandmaid Art; 


the niceſt cultivation is able to convey. Thi 
are her common apartments, where the lodges 


5 rioſitics, where the entertains her intimate ace 
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«© mortals no more than the uncreated Foun. 


« from any ability of our own, we furniſh you 


% energy alone, that works in us, and does you 


«« regret, at your abuſe of our ſervices.—Uſe 
«© us, and welcome; for we are yours, if ye 


rifle all our treaſures; accommodate your. 
ſelves with our moſt valuable qualities; on- 
ly let us be incentives to your gratitude, and 


HAVING ſurveyed the {| pacious ky, and ſent 


to deſcend from this eminence, and confine my 


and ſhines in all the delicate ornaments which 


her ordinary gueſts ; this is her cabinet of cu- 


0 " Nome." viii. TY 


. 
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0 quaintance. My eye ſhall often expatiate over | 
. thoſe ſcenes of yniverſal fertility ; my feet ſhall 

„ forctimes bruſh through the thicker, or tra- 
u Wl verſe the lawn, or ſtroll along the foreſt-glade: 
„uus to this delightful retreat ſhall be my chief 


:e Ml ecfort. Thither will I mate Prone ons; but here 


uv Wl will I dwe /. | | 
nM If, from my low | pr nents, I may form an 
ſe alluſion to the moſt exalted practices, I would 
ll MW obſerve, upon this occaſion, That the celebrated 
Eraſmus, and our judicious Locke, having trod 
the circle of the ſciences, and ranged through 
the whole extent of human literature, at length 

betook themſclves ſolely to the Bible. Leaving 
the ſages of antiquity, they ſat inceſſantly at the 

feet of JESUS. Wiſely they withdrew from that 


endleſs tracts of amuſing erudition, where noxi- 
ous weeds are mixed with wholeſome herbs ; 

where is, generally, a much larger growth of 
prickly ſhrubs than of fruitful boughs. They 
peat their moſt mature hours in thoſe hallow- 
« gardens, which Gop's own wiſdom planted, 
which Go p's own Spirit watereth, and in which 


ir. he meeteth thoſe that ſeek him, and revealeth 
rt; u them the glories of his perſon, and the riches 
ich WM of bis goodneſs. 

Well Thus would 1 finiſh the r of my 
ges Gays ! Having juſt taſed (what they call) the 
cu-Wfoliter ſtudies, I would now devote my whole 
ace elication to the lively oracles. From other 
F burſvits, 1 might glean, perhaps, i a few ſcatter- 
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immenſe multiplicity of learning, from thoſe _ 


Gop's own Son is continually walking; where 
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ed fragments of low, of lean, of unſatisfaQtory, 
initruction : from this I truſt to reap A harveſt 


of the ſublimeſt truths, the nobleſt improve. 
ments, and the pureſt joys *—Waft me then, 


O1 waft my mind to Sion's conſecrated bowers 


Let my thoughts perpetually rove through the 


au fully-pleaſing walks of inſpiration. Here 


grow thoſe heaven -· born plants, the trees of life 
and knowledge ; whoſe ambroſial fruits we now 
may take and eat, and live for ever.” Here 
flow thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righte- 
_ ouſneſs, whole living waters, ( whoſoever drinks, 
4+ thall thirſt no more.“ And what can the 
Fables of Grecian ſong, or the fineſt pages of 
| Roman eloquence, —what can they exhibit, in 
any degree comparable to theſe matchleſs pre. 
rogatives of revelation ? Therefore, though! 
ſhould not diſlike to pay a vi/it now and then 
to my Heathen maſters, I would live with the 
_ prophets and apoſtles. With %% I would 
carry on ſome occaſional correſpondence ; but 
theſe ſhould be my boſom: friends, my inſepa. 
Table companions, 08 "of delight, and my coun- 
* ſellor s, 
WHAT fweets. are theſe, which ſo agreeably 
ſalute my noſtrils ? They are the breath of the 
flowers, the incenſe of the garden.—How libe- 
rally does the jeſſamine diſpenſe her odoriferous 
riches? how deliciouſly has the woodbine em- 
balmed this mornipg-walk ? The air is all per. 
fume. And is not this another moſt engaging 


7” Quicquid doretur, veritas; quidquid pracipitur, bo · 


6 nitas; * e kelicitas. 
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MW argument to forſake the bed of Sloth? Who 
MW would lie diflolved in ſenſeleſs ſlumbers, while 
ſo many breathing ſwects invite him to a feaſt 
of fragrancy ? Eſpecially conſidering, that the 


„ advancing day will cxhale the volatile dainties. 

e A fugitive treat they are, prepared only for 
e the wakeful and induſtrious. Whereas, when 

e che fluggard lifts his heavy eyes, the flowers 
vin droop; their fine ſcents be diſſipated; and, 
e inſtead of this retreſhing humidity, the air will 
become a kind of liquid fire. Le 
„ With this very motive, heightened by a re- 
e preſentation of the moſt charming pieces of 
ff W moroing-ſcenery, the parent of mankind awakes 


in WF bis lovely conſort. There is ſuch a delicacy in 

e. ¶ the choice, and ſo much life in the deſcription, of 

theſe rural images, that I cannot excuſe myſelf, 

vithout repeating the whole paſſage. —W hiſper 

t, ſome friendly genius, in the ear of every | 

one, who is now ſunk in ſleep, and loſt to all 

theſe refined gratifications! 50 
Awake: the morning ſhines, and the freſh field Sh 
Calls you: ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 
The tended plants, how blows the citron-grove ; 

| What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 


How Nature paints her colours; how the bee 
Sits on the bloom, extracting liquid ſweets *, 


How delightful is this fragrance ! It is diſtri- 
duted in the niceſt proportion; neither ſo ſtrong, 
as to oppreſs the organs; nor ſo faint, as to 
elude them. We are ſoon cloyed at a ſump- 
tous banquet ; but this pleaſure never loſes 

VMI r. Par. Loſt. B. V. line 20. 15 8 


2 
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its poignancy, n never palls the appetite. Her 
luxury itſelf is innocent; or rather, in this caſe, 
indulgence is incapable of exceſs, —This balm 
entertainment, not only regales the /en/e, but 
cheers the very /oul ® ; and, initead of clogging, 
elates its powers. It puts me in mind of that 
ever-memorable ſacrifice, which was once made 
in behalf of offending mortals; I mean the ja 
crifice of the bleſſed IEs us, when he offered up 
| himſelf to GoDp, “ for a ſweet - ſmelling favour,” 
Such the Holy Spirit ſtyles that wonderful ob- 
lation; as if no image, in the whole fenfible 
creation, was ſo proper to give us an idea of 
the meffable ſatisfattion, which the Father of 
mercies conceived from that unparalleled atone- 
ment, as the pleaſing ſenſations, which ſuch rich 
; perfumes are capable of raiſing. Thouſands 
of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers' of oil," 
from an apoſtate world; the moſt ſubmiſſive 
acknowledgments, added to the moſt coitly 
offerings, from men of defiled hands, and un- 
clean lips; what could they have effected? A 
| prophet repreſents the *© high and lofty One, 
that inhabiteth eternity,” 
away from ſuch filthy rags; turning himlelt 
away, with a diſdainful abhorrence f, as from 
the noiſome ſteams of a dunghill. — But in 
 CaunisT's immaculate holineſs, in Cyr15T's 
conſummate obedience, in CHR1sT's molt pre- 
cious blood-ſhedding, with what unimaginable 
complacency does Juſtice reſt ſatisfied, and Ven- 


Oi atmert and perfume rejeice the heart. Prov. Xxvii. 9. 
| t Ami v. 21,22. „ 


turning himſelf 
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peance acquieſce All thy works, O thou Sure- 
iy for ruined ſinners! all thy ſufferings, O thou 
flaughtered Lamb of 60D! as well as all thy 

arments, O thou Bridegroom of thy church! 
ſmell of myrrh, ales, and cafſia* | They are in- 
finitely more grateful to the eternal Godhead 


than the choiceſt exhalations of the garden, 


than all the odours of the tpicy caſt, can be to 
the human noſtrils. 

As the altar of old ſanatiied the gift; ſo 
this is the great propitiation, which recommends 
the obnoxious perſons. and unprofitable ſervi- 
ces, of the believing world. In this may my 
ſoul be intereſted ! By this may it be reconci- 
led to-the Father! There is ſuch a leprous de- 
pravity cleaving to my nature, as pollutes what - 
ever ] perform : my moſt profound adorations, 
and ſincereſt acts of religion, muſt not preſume 
io challenge a reward, but humbly implore for- 
piveneſs f. Renouncing, therefore, myſelf in 
every inſtance of duty, diſclaiming all ſhadow 
of confidence 1 in my deeds of wy. own f, __y 5 


of Pſal. xiv 8. | | 

+ Awritcr of difiioguiltied ſu cerietity. Her addreſſes the 
cat Obſerver of actions, and 5earcher of hearts; and Lin- 
ficates my fentiments, while he to juſtly and beautiful Ut» 
ers his Own : 


Look So great Goo: with Pity's ſofteſt eye, 

On a poor breathing particle in duſt. | 

His crimes forgive; forgive his virtues too, - 

"Thais Salter feults, mb converls to the right. 
N:ghi-lhoughts, Ne IX. 


t — p. RE & 4s, 1 in the ſerord edition of a meſt candid | 
and evargelical little treatiſe, called CHRISCIANITY the 
Fat ORNAMENT of Human Life.—“ It Chriſtiaas Lap- 


CF 
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5 now; and evermore, be accepted through . the 
Beloved . [ 


WHAT colours, what charming colours, are 


here! The/e ſo nobly bold; and thoſe ſo delicate 
ly languid. What a glow is enkindled in ſome! 
what a gloſs ſhines upon others! In one, me- 


thinks, I ſee the ruby with her bleeding ra- 


| _ diance ; in another, the ſapphire with her ſky- 
| tinctured blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite richneßs 


of dyes, as no other ſer of paintings in the uni. 


verſe can boaſt “. With what a mafterly lil 
is every one of the varying tints diſpoſed! Here 


they ſeem to be thrown on with an eaſy daſh 
of ſecurity and freedom; there they are adjuſt 
ed by the niceſt touches of art and accuracy, 


_ Thoſe which form the ground, are always fo 
_ judiciouſly choſen, as to heighten the luſtre of 
the ſuperadded figures; while the verdure of 
| the impalement, or the ſhadings of the foliage, 


| 3 avoid the dangerous extreme, and too often ſald 
© rock, of a dead fruitleſs faith on the one hand, he fi. 
0 Satan] will endeavour, by all kind of plaulible infinuz 
tions, to ſplit them on the oppoſite, viz. ſpiritual pride, 


s oftentation, and dependence on their works; as if THESE 
e were the meritorious or procuring cauſe of all true peace; 


hope, conſolation, and divine acceptance.— Now, thi 
« ſelf-dependence may be ranked among the mo/? danger 

of the infernal politics, becauſe * fats! yon lies ace, 
wa and too often undiſcer wed; 12 8 


0. = Who can paint 
Like Nature? Can Imagination boaſt, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe? 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs ſkill, 
And lay them on ſo delicately ſine, 
And loſe them in each other, as appears 
In ev "ry bud that blows? — THOMs, Spring 


- | —_ wy my ww 23 WO þÞ 
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impart new livelineſs to the whole. Indeed, 
whether they are blended or arranged, ſoften- 
ed or contraſted, they are manifeſtly under 
the conduct of a taſte that never miſtakes, a fe- 


licity that never falls ſhort of, the very perfec- Dy 
tion of elegance, —Fine, inimitably fine, is the 


texture of the web on which theſe ſhining 


treaſures are diſplayed. What are the labours 
of the Perſian looms, or the boaſted commodi- 
ties of Bruſſels, compared with theſe curious 
manufactures of Nature? Compared with theſe, _ 
the moſt admired chintzes loſe their reputa- 

tion; even ſuperfine cambrics pl coarſe as 
canvaſs in their preſence. 


What a cheeringargument does our deer 


derive from hence, to ſtrengthen our affance 
in God! He directs us to learn a leflon of hea- 


ven · depending faith from every bird that wings 
the air, and from every flower that bloſſoms in 
the field. If Providence, with unremitted care, 
ſupports thoſe inferior creatures, and arrays 
theſe inſenſible beings with ſo much ſplendour; 
ſurely he will in no wiſe with-hold from his elect 
children“ bread to cat, and raiment to put on.” 
—Ye faithful followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs 
every low anxiety, relating to the needful ue e- 

nance of life, He that feeds the ravens from 
an inexhauſtible magazine; he that paints the 

plants with ſuch ſurpaſſing elegance ; in ſhort, 
he that provides ſo liberally, both for the ani- 
mal and vegetable parts of his creation ; will 


not, cannot, neglect hzs own people. —Fear not, 


liti⸗ as ye oy object of ee 5 
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it is your Father's goed pleaſure fo give you 4 
kingdom“. And, if he freely gives you an ever. 


laſting kingdom hereafter, is it poſſible to ſup. 


poſe that he will deny you any neceſſ ary con- 
veniencies here? 


One cannot forbear rellefing, i in this place, 


on the too prevailing humour, of being fond 
and oſtentatious of Rue w What an hers and 


75S Luke vii. 32. 


+ Mr. Addiſon bas a fine remark on a Toma warrior, 


celebrated by Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other 
great qualities, this tie foible mingled itſelf; becauſe, as 


the poet relates, an intemperate fondneſs for a rich aid 


_ ſplendid ſuit of armour betrayed her into ruin. In this 


circumſtance, our critic diſcovers a moral concealed; this he 


admires, as a neat, though oblique, ſatire on that triſling 


pafſicn. Sprer. Vol. ih Nes. 
[ would refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is 


not a bcauty of the ſame kind, but touched with a e 
maſterly hand, in the ſong of Deborah —Spcaking of $:/.19's 
mother, the ſacred cuchariſtie ode repreſents her as antici- 


pating, in her fond fancy, the victory of her ſon; and in- 
dulging the follou ing ſoliloquy : Have they not ſpea? have 


_ they not divided the prey? to viſera a prey of odrvers colours; 4 


prey of divers colours of needle-work; of divers colours of ntede- 


work on bath files; meet for the necks of them that take the ſpcil? 


— She takes no notice of the ſignal ſervice which her hero 


would do to his country, by quelling fo dangerous an in- 
ſurrection. She never reſtects on the preſet acelamations, 
the future advancement, and the eterna! renown, which are 
the tribute uſually paid to a conqueror's merit. She can 
conceive, it ſeems, nothing greater, than to be clad in an 
_embroidered veſture; and to trail along the ground a robe 
of the richeſt dyes. This is, in Jer imagination, the moſt 
lordly ſpoil he can win; the moſt ſtately tropby he can ered, 
lt is alſo obſervable, how the duell upon the trivial cir- 


cumſtance, reiterating it again and NN It has ſo charmed 


her ignoble heart, ſo entirely engroſſed her little views, that 
the can thi»k of nothing elſe, „eat of nothing elle, and can 
" _ ever d. 1 yt ue the ie darling oa edit not this a keen 


\ 
ſtyl 


5 
0 


dignity of immortal, and the wiſdom of ratio- 


ual, beings! Eſpecially, ſince theſe little produce 
tions of the earth have indiſputably the pre- 
eminencein fuch outward embelliſhments. — Go, 


dothe thyſelt with purple, and fine linen; trick 
thyſelf up in all the gay attire which the ſhuttle 
or the needle can furniſh : yet know, to the 


portification of thy vanity, thai the native ele- 
gane ef a common daiſy “ eclipſes all this ela - 
borate Hnery. Nay, wert thou decked like ſome 
ilvſtrious princeſs, on her coronation-day, in 
il the ſplendour ofsoyal apparel ; couldſt thou 
f bY of his mag- 

& the meaneſt 
me lite. Every 


equal even Szlomon, in the hei 
nificence and glory; yet wewh 
mong the flowery populace out ſn 


diſcerning eye would give the preference to 


thefe beauties of the ground $.—Scorn, then, to 
borrow thy recommendations from a neat dii- 
though delicately couched cenſure, on that poor contemp- 
üble, grovelling taſte, which is enamoured with ſilken finery, 
ind makes the attributes of a butterfly the 241 of its aſſec- 


tions ? | | | 1 

How conſpicuous is the elevated and magnificent ſpirit 
of that venerable mother in Iſrael, when viewed in compari- 
fon with the low, the deſpicable, turn of this Canaanitifh lady? 
Such firong and beautiful cntrofts are, I think, ſome of 
the moſt ſtriking excellencies of poetic painting; and in no 
boak are they more frequently 
lie, than in the ſa. red volumes, of inſpiration. 

* Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoit, 

They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil ;| 
| Yet with confefs'd magnificenee deride 


Dur mean attire, and impotence of pride. px fon. 
Mr. Cowley, with his uſual brilliancy of imagination, 


ſyles them flars of earth 
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miſtaken ambition is this ! How unworthy the 


uſcd, or expreſſed with greater - 


— . ⏑P—— .. 
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poſition of threads, 104 a curious ; arrangement 
of colours. Aſſume a becoming greatneſs of 
temper, Let thy endowinents be of the immor. 
tal kind. Study to be all-glorious within. Be 
clothed with bumility, Wear the ornament of 
a meck and quiet ſpirit “. To ſay all in a word, 
Put on the LorD Jezvs CHRISTA: let his 
blood be ſprinkled upon thy conſcience, and it 
{halide whiter than the 3 Let big 
rigbtecuſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe, ade 

ner man; and thou ſhalt be ami Een in 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing eye, of GOD. Let his 
 blefied Spirit dwell in Meart; and, under 
his ſanctifying operaa#ns, thou ſhalt be made 


partaker of e nature. 
Theſęſ l excellencies ; truly noble © ac· 
_ com pliflie#hs theſe, In this manner be array. 


ed, be beautified ! and thou wilt not find a rival 
inthe feathers of a peacock, or the foliation of 
a tulip, Theſe will exalt thee far above the h 

pretenſions of lace and embroidery. Theſe will 
prepare thee to ſtand in the beatiſic preſence, 

and to take thy ſeat among the angels of light, 
WIA an inchanting /tuation is this! One 
can ſcarce be melancholy withia the atmoſphere 
of flowers. Such lively hues, and delicious 


» How hearty does the Prophet deſcribe the e 


of a renewed and heavenly mind, under the ſimilitude of a 

rich and complete /uit of apparel ! ! I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lon d; my ſeu! ſhall be joyful in my GoD ; for he bath cot 

me with the garments of ſalvation ; he bath covered me with ttt 

robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with orns- 

| ments, and as a bride adorneth berſel with ber On. * Ix. 10. 
bh * xiii. * : 
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t odours, not only addreſs themſelves agreeably 
oo the ſenſes; but touch, with a ſurpriſing de- 
Icacy, the ſweeteſt movements of the mind; 
. | N 


Es To the heart inſpiring 3 
f Vernal delight and joy *. _ M1uT. B. IV. 
How often have I felt them diſſipate the 
glam of thought, and transfuſe a ſudden gaiety 
through the dejected ſpirit! I cannot wonder, 
ns deſcend from their thrones, to walk 
mit ging ivory and gold; or retire from 
the moſt Mtuous feaſt, to be recreated with 


5 the more refined ſets of the garden. I can- 
je Noot wonder, that queen forego, for a while, 
the compliments of a natid deve the tri⸗ 


glitter of a court, to be attended wWthe more 
ſplendid equipage of a bed of flowers. — But if 
this be ſo pleaſing, what tranſporting pleaſure 
muſt ariſe from the fruition of uncreated excel- 
kacy! O! what unknown delight, to enter in- 


* « I would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZE 
this natural pleaſure of the ſoul, and to improve this _ 
* vernal delight, as Milton calls it, into a Chrijtian virtue, 
« When we find ourſelves inſpired with this pleaſing in- 
* ſtint, this ſecret ſatisfaction and complacency, ariſing 
* from the beauties of the creation, let us conſider to ubm 
ve ſtand indebted for all theſe entertainments of ſenſe ; 
ture “ and who it is that thus opens his hand, and fills the 
of a world with good. —Such an habitual diſpoſition of mind 
1 te Wl © conſecrates every field and wood; turns an ordinary walk 
the“ into a morning or evening ſacrifice; and will improve 
þ the MW © thoſe tranſient gleams, which naturally brighten up and 
n- Ml © refreſh the ſoul on ſuch eccaſions, into an inviolable and 
. 10. © perpetual ſtate of bliſs aud happineſs.“ 1 
CCṼ : Scr. Vol. V. Ne 394. 
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do thy an genen moſt bleſſed Loxy 


under ſuch an ex 


Gop! to ſee thee “, thou King-of heaven, and 
Lord of glory, no longer through a glaſs 
« darkly, but face to face!” to have all thy 
goodneſs, all thy greatneſs, ſbine before vs; 
and be made glad for ever with the brighteſt 
diſcovery of thy perfections, with the incitable 
joy of thy countenance. 

This we cannot bear, in our Prata imper. 
fect ſtate. The effulgence of unveiled Nivinity 
would dazzle a mortal fight. Our fe@dle facul- 
ties would be overwhelmed with ſuch a fulneſ; 
of W ae bliſs ;.- amd muſt lie oppreſed 
ding great, eternal, weight 
of glory.—Byt, when this corruptible hath put 
on incofru = the powers of the ſoul will be 
greatly invigorated; and theſe earthly taber- 

nacles will be transformed into the likeneſs of 
CHRIST'S glorious body. Then, thoughv* the 
moon ſhall be confounded, and the ſun aſha- 


4 med +,” When the Lon p of hoſts is revealed 


from heaven; yet ſhall bis faithful people. be 
| enabled to ſee him as he 1s 1. 

Here then, my wiſhes, here be 8954 Be this 
your determined and invariable aim. Here, 


Veiab repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the 
_ everlaſting world, by this elegant and amiable i image; Thug 
ever ſhall ſee the Kirg in his becuty. Iſa. xxxiii. 13.— Vitor 
touches the ſame ſubject, with wonderful elevation aud 


UE majeſty of thought : 


— They walk with GON, 


High in ſalvarion. and the climes 'of bliſs. B. XI. line 70), 


Words, which, like the fiery car, almoſt travſport our at- 
1 feRtions to thoſe glorious abodes. | 
1 La. xxiv. 8 | 11 Toba i in. 2. 


5 
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ny affeftions, here give a looſe to your whole 
4 dour. Cry out, in the language of inſpiration, 
ae one thing have Ideſired of the LoRD, which, 
„iich inceſſant earneſtneſs, / will require; that 
may dwell in the celeſtial houſe of the Loop 
© Wl the days of my future life; to behold the fair 
le Wirauty of the Lo xD, P/al. xxvii. 4. and to con- 
emplate, with wonder and adoration — with 
r. Muwſpeakable and everlaſting rapture—all the 
ty attributes of the incomprehenſible Godhead. 
. LMO. a moſt penetrating judge of hu- 
nan nature, knowing how highly mankind is 
char med with the fine qualities of flowers, has 
„½ögzured out the bleſſed JE sus, that“ faireſt 
ut among ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely repreſen- 
atives. He ſtyles him the ro/e of Sharon , and 
the lily of the vallies F; like the firſt, full of de- 
ighis, and communicable graces; like the laſt, 
exalted in majeſty, and complete in beauty, — 
la that ſacred e he rages mes creation; 


Cast. ii. "TRE 


« Malus ut arbocibue FERRET eſt, ut vitibus uv, 
« Utque roſæ campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, | 
bi; & Sic CHRIsTUs decus omne fſurs,”— _ 


re, Wl + By the lily of the vallies, Iapprehend, is meant, not t the | 
lower which commonly paſſes under that denomination, 
the nd is comparatively mean; but the grand, majeſtic, garden 
lly, growing in a rich irriguous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in 
ee e moſt ample manner, and arrives at the higheſt perfec- 
aud bon. The circumſtance of the vallies, added by the ſacred 
viter, is ſignificant not of the ſpecies, but of the place — 
This is by far the nobleſt interpretation, and moſt exactly 
utable to the ſpiritual ſenſe; which intimates, that the 
helſed es us delights to dwell, by the communications of his 
$pirit,in bumble hearts —PPPPT .. * vallibus ib i 


Vor. I. R 


pencil in its choiceſt dyes, to preſent us with a 


deſire to thoſe delectable objects which are 


. among the flowery tribes! How has the boun- 
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borrows its moſt finiſhed forms; and dips bi 


1ketch of the amiableneſs of his perſon : His 
amiableneſs, who is the light of the world; the 
glory of his church; the only hope, the ſove- 
1eign conſolation, of ſinners ; and exalted, inf. 
nitely exalted, not only above the ſublimeſt 
_ compariſon, but even © above all bleſſing and 
« praiſe.” May 1 alſo make the ſame heaven. 
ly uſe of all ſublunary enjoyments ! Whatever 
is pleaſurable or charming below, let it raiſe ny 


above; which will yield, not partial, but perfect, 
Felicity ; not tranſient, but never-ending, ſatiſ. 
faction and joy.— Ves, my foul, let theſe beau- 
ties in miniature always remind thee of that 
_ glorious perſon, in © whom dwells all the ful: 
«neſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let thee little 
_ emanations teach thee to thirſt after the eter- 
nal Fountain. O! may the creatures be thy con- 
ſtant clue to the Creator ! For this is a certain 
truth, and deſerves thy frequent recollection, 
demands thy moſt attentive conſideration ; that 
the whole compals of finite perfection is only 
a faint ray *, ſhot from that immenſe ſource; 
—is only a ſmall drop, derived from that inen. 
haauſtible ocean - of all good. 

WHAT a ſurpriſing variety is obſervable 


Thou ſitt'ſt above all heav'ns, 

To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen _ | 

In theſe thy loweſt works ; yet theſe e | 

1 by N W Fought, and power divine. 
| MLT, Book V. 
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iful hand of Providence diverſified theſe niceſt 
pieces of his workmanſhip ! added the charms 
of an endleſs novelty to all their other perfec- 
tions !—A conſtant uniformity would ſoon ren- 
der the entertainment tireſome, or infipid ; 
Rl therefore every ſpecies is formed on a ſeparate | 
a plan, and exhibits ſomething entirely new. The 
faſhion ſpreads not from family to family; but 
every one has a mode of its own, which is truly 
original. The moſt curſory glance perceives an 


+ W cacy, in the airs and habits, the attitude and 
"WY Iincaments, of every diſtinct claſs. 
Some rear their heads with a majeſtic mien, 
and overlook, like /oavereigns or nobles, the whole 
parterre. Others ſeem more moderate in their 
aims, and advance only to the middle ſtations; _ 
a genius turned for heraldry might term them 
the gentry of the border. While others, free 
from all aſpiring views, creep unambitiouſly on 
the ground, and look like the commonalty of 
the kind, —Some are interſected with elegant 
fripes, or ſtudded with radiant ſpots. Some af 
ett to be genteely powdered, or neatly fringed; 
vhile others are plain in their aſpect. unaf- 
fected in their dreſs, and content to pleaſe with. 
anaked ſimplicity. Some aſſume the monarch's 
purple; ſome look moſt becoming in the vir- 
gin's white ; but black, doleful black, has nao 
admittance into the wardrobe of Spring. The 
veeds of mourning would be a manifeſt inde- 
corum, when Nature holds an univerſal feſtival. 
dhe would now inſpire none but delightful ideas, 


K V. 


pparent difference, as well as a peculiar deli- 
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and therefore always makes her appearance in 
| ſome amiable ſuit “. Here Hands a warrior, 
clad with crimſon; there /its a magiſtrate, robed 
in ſcarlet; and yonder firuts a pretty fellow, 
that ſcems to have dipped his plumes in the 
rainbow, and glitters in all the gay colours of 
that reſplendent arch, Some 71/e into a curious 
cup, or fall into a ſet of beautiful bells. Some 
ſpread themſelves in a ſwelling tuft, or crowd 
into a delicious cluiter.—In tome, the predo- 
minant ſtain ſoftens by the gentleſt diminutions, 
till it has even ſtole away from itſelf. The eye is 
amuſedat the agreeable deluſion; and we wonder 
to find ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed i into a quite 
different luſtre. In others, you would think, 
the fine tinges were emulous of pre-eminence, 
Diſdaining to mingle, they confront one ano- 
ther with the reſolution of rivals, determined | 
to diſpute the prize of beauty; while each is 
Improved, by the oppoſition, into the nights 
vivacity of complexion. 
Hou maniſold are thy works, 0 Loans +! Mol. 
iplied even to a prodigy. Yet in wiſdom, con- 
ſummate wiſdom, haft thou made them all, Hou 
I admire the vaſneſs of the contrivance, and 


 _theexattne/s of the execution! Man, feeble man, 


Vith difficulty accompliſhes a ſingle work. Hard- 
Iy, and after many efforts, does he arrive at a 
tolerable imitation of ſome one production of 
Nature. But the almighty Artiſt ſpoke millions 

of ſubſtances into inſtantaneous — - the 


25S 6 Nunc formoliſſimus ; annus. 98 V18s, 
+ __ civ. — | | 
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\ & whole collection wonderfully various, and each 5 
individual completely perfect. Repeated expe- 
d riments generally, I might ſay always, diſcover 
„errors or defects in our happieſt inventions. 
e Nay, what wins our approbation at the preſent 
f W hour, or in this particular place, is, very proba- 
s bly, in ſome remote period, or ſome diſtant. 
e dime, treated with contempt. Whereas, theſe 
4 fe ſtructures have pleaſed every taſte, in every 
5. country, for almoſt fix thouſand years. Nor 
s, has any fault been detected in the original 

is plan, nor any room left for the leaſt improve» 
cr © nent upon the firſt mode!“ All our perform 
ances, the more minutely they are ſcanned, 

the more imperfef they appear. With regard 
o theſe delicate objects, the more we ſcarch in- 
to their properties, the more we are ravithed 
with their graces. They are ſure to diſcloſe 
freſh ſtrokes of the molt matterly (kill, in pro- 
portion to the attention with which they are 
MW examined, | 
11. Nor is the / wphicity of the es leſs al 
n-: niſhing than the accuracy of the workmanſhip, 
ow © or the infinitude of the effects. Should you 
nd ik, Where, and what, arc the materials which 
T9 uh deaurify the blooming world? Whatrich tints, 
rd- “what ſplendid dyes, what ſtores of ſhining 


183 crayons, ſtand by the heavenly Limner, wen 


of he paints the robe of Nature?“ Tis anſwered, 
ons His powerful pencil needs no ſuch coſtly appa- 


the raus. A ſingle principle, under his conduéting | 


KG, 4 Feel. iii. 14. I know, that whatſoever GD dreth, it ſhall 
Wi jor ever: nub: 1 can 7 be hes to it, nor any ing tuken from Se 


K-31 
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hand, branches out into an immenſity of the 
moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed, forms, The 
moiſture of the earth, and of the circumambient 
air, paſſed through proper ſtrainers, and diſpo. 
| ſed in a range of pellucid tubes; this performs 
all the wonders, and produces all the beauties, 


of vegetation. This creeps along the fibres of 


the low-ſpread moſs, and climbs to the very tops 
of the lofty-waving cedars. This, attracted by 
the root, and circulating through inviſible ca- 


nals; this burſts into gems, expands itſelf into 


leaves, and clothes the foreſt with all its ver- 
dant honours.—This one, plain and ſimple, 
cauſe, gives birth to all the charms, which deck 
the youth and maturity of the year *. This 


| bluſhes in the early hepatica, and flames in the 


 late-advancing poppy- This reddens into blood in 

the veins of the mulberry; and attenuates itſelf 
| Into leafen gold, to create a covering for the 
quince. This breathes in all the fragrant gales 


of our garden, and weeps odorous gum in the 


_ groves of Arabia.—So wonderful is our Crea- 
tor in counſel, and ſo excellent in working +! 


IN a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one 


| perceives a difference in almoſt every individual. 
Scarce any two are turned and tinctured exactly 


„ When every ſeveral effect has a particular ſeparate | 


20 cauſe, this gives no pleaſure to the ſpectator, as not dil- 


„ covering contrivance. But that work is beheld with ad- 


» miration and delight, as the reſult of deep counlcl, 

* which is complicated in its paris, and yet ſimple in its ofe- 

« rations; where a great variety of effects are ſcen to atiſe 

from one principle operating uniformly.” 
Co INI Mint on the Altridaici. 
+ V. viii. 29. JV yo, 
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alike. Each allows himſelf a little parviculeriey 
in his dreſs, though all belong to one family: 
ſo that they are various, and yet the ſame. A 
pretty emblem this of the ſmaller differences be- 
tween Proteſtant Chriſtians. There are modes 
in religion, which admit of variation, without 
prejudice to ſound faith, or real holineſs, Juſt 
is the drapery on theſe pictures of the Spring 
| © nay be formed after a variety of patterns, with- 
out blemiſhing their beauty, or altering their 
nature, —Be it ſo then, that, in ſome points of 
inconſiderable conſequence, ſeveral of our bre 
» W'bcen difſenr : yet let us all live amicably and 
ſociably together; for we harmonize in princi- 
ples, though we vary in punctilios. Let us join 
in converſation, and intermingle intereſts; dif. 
cover no eſtrangement of behaviour, and che» 
ſh no alienation of affection, If any ſtrife ſub» 
liſts, let it be to follow our divine Maſter moſt 
5 Ycolely, in humility of heart, and unblameable- 
oeſs of life. Let it be to ſerve one another moſt 
readily, in all the kind offices of a cordial 
Yiiendſhip. Thus ſhall we be united, though 
A einguiſbed; united in the ſame grand funda- 


al. Inentals, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall 
ty wrcumſtantials; united i one important bond 
ate Mt brotherly "AY though diſtinguiſhed by ſome 
dil. Wliphter peculiarities of ſentiments. 

ev Between Chriſtians, whole judgments diſ- 


„. Noree only about a form of prayer, or manner 


ariſe Wot worſhip, 1 apprehend, there is no more en- 
tal difference, than between flowers which 
vom from the ſame kind of {ccd, but happen 
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to be ſomewhat diverſified in the mixture of 
their colours, —W hereas, if one denies the di. 
vinity of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, and de. 
grades the incarnate GoD to the meanneſs of x 
mere creature; if another cries up the worthi- 
neſs of human works, and depreciates the alone 
meritorious righteouſneſs of the glorious Me- 
diator; if a third addrefles the incommunicable 


_ honours to a finite being, and bows to the image, | 


or prays to the ſaint ;—theſeare errors extremely 
derogatory to the REDEEMER's dignity, and 
not a little prejudicial to the comfort of his 
people. Againſt theſe to remonſtrate ; againſt 
_ theſe to urge every argument, and uſe every 
diſſuaſive; beſpeaks not the cenſorious bigot, 
but the friend of truth, and the lover of man- 
kind, —Whereas, to ſtand neuter and ſilent, 
while ſuch principles are propagated, would be 
an inſtance of criminal remifincſs, rather than 
of Chriſtian moderation. — For the perſons, we 
will not fail ro maintain a tender compaſſion} 
we will not ceaſe to put up earneſt interceſſions; 


we will alſo acknowledge and love whatever is 


excellent and amiable in their character. Yet 
we dare not ſubſcribe their creed; we cannot 
remit our afliduous, but kind, endeavours, it by 
any means we may reconcile them to a more 
ſcriptural belief, and a purer worthip *. 

In ſome former editions, | expreſſed myſelf, on this 
point, wwwarily and harſhly, But my meaning and real ſen— 
timents were no other than thoſe repreſented above. — he 
reader, ſrom ſuch unguarded intimations, might too natu- 
rally be led to conclude, that the Author avows, and would 
ſtir up, a ſpirit of per/ecution, But this is a method of deal- 
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7 ANOTHER circumſtance recommending and 
endearing the flowery creation, is their regular 
„ ſiccefion. They make not their appearance all 
n once, but in an orderly rotation. While a 
„proper number of theſe obliging retainers are 
+ W waiting. the others abſcond; but hold theme 
. W {ves in a poſture of ſervice, ready to take their 
e urn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, the in - 
„tant it becomes vacant.— The ſmowdrop, fore - 
y Wool of the lovely train, breaks her way through 
4 W the frozen ſoil, in order to preſent her early 
compliments to her lord. Dreſſed in the robe 
© W of lnnocency, the ſteps forth, fearleſs of danger; 
long before the trees have ventured to untold 
their leaves, even while the icicles are pendent 
on our houſes. Next, peeps out the crocus, but 
cautiouſly, and with an air of timidity. She 
hears the howling blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to 
ber low ſituation. Afraid ſhe ſeems to make 
urge excurſions from her root, while ſo many 
rutian winds are abroad, and ſcouring along 
the xther.—Nor is the violet laſt in this ſhining 
embaſſy of the year; which, with all the em- 
delliſhments that would grace a royal garden, 
tondeſcends to line our hedges, and grow at 
the feet of briers. Freely, and without any ſo- 
citation, ſhe diſtributes the bounty of her emiſ- 
ve ſweets: where herſelf, with an exemplary 


en- Wy with opponents in religious doctrines, which he dif- 
he chims, as abſurd; and abhors, as iniquitous. He is for 
aru- force, but that of rational conviction ; for no conſtraint, 
„old but that of affectionate perſuaſion. Thus, if you pleaſe, 


— 


comforts! Motive, engaging motive, to that 


202 REFLECTIONS ON 


humility, retires from Gght; ſeeking 1 to 
adminiſter pleaſure, than to win admiration #, 
Emblem, expreſſive emblem, of thoſe modef vir. 
rucs which delight to bloom in obſcurity; which 
extend a cheering influence to multitudes, who 
are ſcarce acquainted with the ſource of their 


ever · active beneficence, which ſtays not for the 
Importunity of the diſtreſſed, but anticipates 
their ſuit, and prevents them with the bleſſings 
of its goodneſs! The poor polyanthus, that 
lately adorned the border with her ſparkling 
| beauties, and, tranſplanted into our windows, 
gave us a freſh entertainment, is now no more, 
I ſaw her complexion fade; I perceived her 
breath decay; till at length ſhe expired, and 
dropt into her grave. —Scarce have we ſuſtain- 
ed this loſs, but in comes the auricula, and more 
than retrieves it. Arrayed ſhe comes, in a ſplen- 
did variety of amiable forms; with an eye of 
_ cryſtal, and garments of the moſt glofly ſatin; 
_exhaling perfume, and powdered with ſilver. 
A very diſtinguiſhed proceſſion this! The fa. 
vourite care of the floriſt ! Scarce one among 
them but is dignified with a character of re- 
' nNown, or has the honour to repreſent ſome ce: 

lebrated toaſt. But theſe alſo, notwithſtanding 
their illuſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole 
| ſtock of fragrance, and are mingled with the 
meaneſt duſt. Who could forbear grieving at 
their departure, did not the tulips begin to raiſe 
: themſelves on their fine wands, or ſtately ſtalks: 


216 Prodeſſe quam OR” 


ATLOWEROGARDEN. 203 


They fluſh the parterre with one of the gayeſt 
 Wir:fies chat blooming Nature wears. Did ever 
Jan or belle make ſo gaudy an appearance in 
„Il birth-night ſuit? Here one may behold the 
1 Winnocent wantonneſs of Beauty. Here ſhe in- 
0 W tulges a thouſand freaks, and ſports herſelf in 
rte moſt charming diverſity of colours. Yet T 
ut ſhould wrong her, were I to call her a coquette ; 
e ¶ becauſe ſhe plays her lovely changes, not to en- 

S Wiindle diſſolute affections, but to diſplay her 
s (reator's glory. — Soon ariſes the anemone ; en- 
at ¶ circled at the bottom with a ſpreading robe, and 
8 Wrounded at the top into a beautiful dome. In 
s, Wis looſcly-flowing mantle, you may obſerve a 


© Wioble negligence; in its gently-bending tufts, 
er e niceſt ſymmetry. I would term it the fine 
ad Hentleman of the garden; becauſe it ſeems to 
n- ive learned the ſingular addreſs of uniting 
re I implicity with refinement, of reconciling art 
n ind eaſe.— The fame month has the merit of 
of producing the ranunculus. All bold and grace- 

0; Wh), ic expands the riches of its foliage; and 
er. 


quires, by degrees, the lovelieſt enamel in 
be world, As perſons of intrinſic worth diſ- 
lin the ſuperficial arts of recommendation, 
ractiſed by Fops; ſo this lordly flower ſcorns 
o borrow any of its excellence from powders 
ind eſſences. It needs no ſuch attractives, to 
tender it the darling of the curious; being ſuf- 
iciently engaging from the elegance of its fi? 
ure, the radiant variety of its tinges, and a 
„certain ſuperior dignity of aſpect.— Methinks 
K iure improves iu her operations. Her lateſt 
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ſtrokes are moſt maſterly. To crown he col. 
lection, ſhe introduces the carnation; which 


captivates every eye with a noble ſpread of 


| graces ; and charms another ſenſe with a pro- 
fuſion of exquiſite odours. This fingle flower 

has centered in itſelf the perfections of all the 
preceding. The moment it appears, it ſo com- 


mands our attention, that we ſcarce regret the 


| abſence of the reſt, —The gilly flower, like a 


real friend, attends you through all the viciſ- 


ſitudes and alterations of the ſeaſon. While 
others make a tranſient viſit only, this is ra- 
ther an inhabirant than a gueſt in your gar- 
dens ; adds fidelity to complaiſance. _ 
It is in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe 
amiable gifts. There is an endleſs multiplicity 
in their characters, yet an invariable order in 
their approaches, Every month, almoſt every 
week, has its peculiar ornaments ; not ſervilely 
copying the works of its predeceſſor, but form- 
ing. {till forming, and ſtill executing, ſome new 
deſign. So laviſh is the fancy, 7 ſo exact the 
a proceſs, of Nature ! 
Here let me ſtand a while, to eds 
this diftribution of flowers, through the ſeveral 
periods of the year. Were they all to bloſſom 


together, there would be at once a promiſcuous 
_ throng, and at once a total privation, We ſhould 


ſcarce have an opportunity of adverting to the 
dainty qualities of half; and muſt ſoon loſe the 
agreeable company of them all. But now, ſince 
_ every ſpecies has a ſeparate poſt to occupp, 
and a diſtinct interval for appearing, we can 


1 
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uke a leiſurely and minute ſurvey of each ſuc- 
cceding ſet. We can view and review their 
forms; enter into a more intimate acquaintance | 
with their charming accompliſhments ; and re- 
ceive all thoſe pleating ſervices which they are 
commiſtioned to yield, This remarkable piece 
of economy is productive of another very va- 
luable effect. It not only places, in the moſt 
wg age light, every particular communi- 
but is alſo a ſure proviſionary reſource 
int the frailty of the whole nation. Or, to 
ſpeak more truly, it renders the flowery tribes 
a fort of immortal corps *. For though ſome are 
continually dropping; yet, by this expedient, 
others are as continually riſing, to beautify our 
borders, and prolong the entertainment. 
WHAT goodness is this, to provide ſuch a 
ſeries of gratifications for mankind! both to 
diverſity, and perpetuare, the fine collation! 
o take care that our paths ſhould be, in a man- 
ner, inceſſantly ſtrewed with flowers And 
what wiſdam, to bid every one of theſe inſen- 
fible beings know the preciſe juncture for their 
coming forth! inſomuch that no actor on a 
ſage can be more exact in performing his part; 


an make a more regular entry, Or A more. 
punctual exit. | 


WHO emboldens the deffodil to venture 


* In eee to 1 celebrated abies of the Per ſin 
kings ; ; „ho maintained, for their lifeguard, a body of 

troops, called Immortal; becauſe it perpetually ſubſitted; 
* for as ſoon as any of the men died, another was immedi. 

* ately put into his place.“ ROLLIN '8 Aucient e vol. II. 


Vol.. I. . 
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abroad in February, and to truſt her doeh 
gold with inclement and treacherous ſkies | 
Who informs the various tribes of fruit bear. 


ing bloſſoms, that vernal ſuns, and a awe genial 
_ warmth, are fitteſt tor their delicate texture! 
Who teaches the clove to ſtay till hotter beams 
are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy richneſs into 
her odours, and tincture her complexion wich 
the deepeſt crimſon ? — Who dilpolcs theſe 
beautiful troops into ſuch orderly bodies e. 
| tarding ſome, and accelerating others! Who 
has inſtructed them to File J., with ſuch per- 
fect regularity, as ſoon as the duty of their re- 
ſpective ſtation is over? And, when one detach- 
ment retires, who gives the ſignal for another 


immediately to advance? Who, but that un— 


erring Providence, which, from the higheſt 
thrones of angels, to the very loweſt degrees of 
exiſtence, orders all things! in „number, weight, 
and meaſure !” 


Theſe, O my ſoul, are the 8 o that 


moſt adorable, that moſt beneficent Being, who 
bowed the heavens; came down to dwell on 
earth; and united the fraz/ty of thy mortal na- 
ture to all the glories of his Godhead. All the 


honour of this admirable eſtabliſhment belongs 
to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Saviour, To 


_ HIM it belongs, who ſuſtained the vengeance, 
which thou hadſt deſerved, and waſt duomed 


to ſuffer; who fulfilled the obedience, which 
thou waſt obliged, but unable, to perform; and 


who humbled himſelf (fupendous, ineffable 
loving kindneſs !) humbled himſelf to death, 


red 
lot 
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even the death of the croſs —Hr formed this 
raſt machine, and adjuſted its nice dependen- | 
cies. The pillars that ſupport it, the embelliſh- 
ments that adorn it, and the laws that govern 
it, are the reſult of his unſearchable counſels. 
0! the heights of his majeſty, and the depths 
of his abaſement! _ 
Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential 
reatneſs, or his free grace? He created the ex · 
ted ſeraph, that fings in glory; and every the 
minuteſt inſect, that flutters in air, or crawls 
in duſt, He marks out a path for all thoſe 
globes of light, which travel the circuit of the 
kies; and diſdains not to rear the violet from 5 
is lowly bed, or to plait the daiſy which dreſſes 
our plains. So grand are his operations; yet 
f undiſcending his regards !—lf Summer, like 
: ſparkling bride, is brilliant and glorious in 
her zpparel ; What is this, but a fecble reflec- 
non of his uncreated eFulgence i ? If Autumn, 
Ike a munificent hoſt, opens her ſtores, and 
tives us all things richly to enjoy; what is this, 
but a little taſte of his inexhauſtible liberality? 
If thunders roar, you hear the ſound of his 
trumpet; if lightnings glare, you ſee the launch- | 
Ing of his glittering ſpear: if © the perpetual 
hills be ſcattered, and the everlaſting moun- 
* tains bowed,” you behold a diſplay ; — no, 
ſays the prophet, you have rather the hiding of 
lic power “. 80 immenſe is his power, lo un- 


Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently concei- 
Td than the imagery of this whole chapter; and, upon the 
bot of o our interpretation, nothing was ever more delicately | 


8 2 
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f 
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controllable and inconceivable, that all theſe 


js concealed than diſcovered. 


mighty works are but a ſketch, in which more 


Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the vi. 


ſible ſyſtem with an evangelical zele/cope, (if! 
may be allowed the expreſſion), and withan evan- 
gelical microſcope; regarding CHRIST JEsvs 


as the great projector and architect; who plan- 


ned, and executed, che amazing ſcheme. What | 


ever is magnificent or valuable, tremendous 
or amiable, ſhould ever be aſcribed to the Re- 


and nobly turned, than the ſentiment of this clauſe. Other 


ſenſes of the paſſage, I acknowledge, may be aſſigned with 


equal propriety : but none, I think. can be imayined 10 a- 
J*/1ic and ſublime. As the original will fairly admit of it; as 


it carries no diſagreement with the context, and expreſſes a 
moſt important as well as undoubted truth; I hope, | may} 
be permitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodation, 
— Eipecially as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt mate, imagi-! 
_ Bable, wherewith to inſcribe ail the viſible productions of 
the Creator's hand. When, ſtruck with aſtonithment, ve 


conſider their grandeur, beauty, and conſummate perfee- 


tions; let us, in juſtice to their Author, apply the exalted 


reflection of this ſacred ode: In all theſe is the hiding, ta- 
„ther than an adequate diſplay, of his matchteſs power, 


Though they challenge our praiſe, and ſurpais our com- 


« prehenſian; yet are they by no means the utmoſt exertions, 
« but rather ſome lighter eſſays, of omnipotent ſkill.“— 


Million, relating the overthrow of the fallen angels, intro- 


duces a grand circumſtance, not much unlike the preceding, 


_ Meſſiah, unaided and alone, had routed an innumerable hot 
of apoſtate ſpirits. This was great and marvellous. But to} 


create a ju{ter idea of the illuſtrious Conqueror, our poet 
beautifully adds, . 8 N 
et half his ſtrength he put not forth.“ 


If we forget to make the ſame remark, when we contem- 


plate Gop in his works; we muſt neceſſarily form very 


. ſcanty conceptions of that SUPREME BEIN, before whe 


all nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted 
the ſmalleſt duſt of the balance.” | Sons 
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BW deemer. This is the Chriſtian's natural philefo- 
%. With regard co this method of contider- 
ing the things that are ſeen, we have an inſpi- 
| red apoſtle for our preceptor and precedent, 
Speaking of CH eis T, he lays, © Thou, Lox D, 

« in the beginning, haſt laid the foundation of 
the earth; and the heavens are the works 
„of thy hands. '—Did we carefully attend to 
dis leading principle, in all our examinations 
„of Nature, it would, doubtleſs, be a moſt. 
5 powerful means of enkindling our love, and 
firengthening our faith“. When | look round 


_ * The Apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this method of 
diſplaying the honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the 
faith of his people.— The beloved diſciple, teaching that 
moſt precious doctrine, of a Lamb ſlain to take away the 
« ſins of the world;” in order to evince the ſuſſiciency of 
CuRIs T's ſacrifice for this bleſſed purpoſe, affirms, that all 
things were made by him ; and with ut bim was not any thi:g,no, 
not ſo much as one fingle being, made, John i. 3.— t. Paul, 
preaching the ſame glad tidings to the Col>ſion', and expreſsly 
maintaining, that we have redemption through his blood, 
ſeems to foreſee an objection of this kind. © To expiate_ 
* tranſgreſſions againſt an infinite Majeſty. is a meſt r di- 
* pious act It muſt coſt vaſtly more than any common ſurety 
" can pay, to redeem a ſinful world. What tea ſon have we © 
"to believe, that JEsUS is equal to this mighty underta- 
„king!“ All poſſible reaſon, replies the Apoſtle, from the 
dignity of bis perſon, for he is the imace rf the inviſible GoD 
and trom the greatneſs ot his works, for by him all things were 
nase. Conſider the operations of his hands, and you can- 
rot doubt the atoning efficacy of his death, C. i. 15, 16.— 
The Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews falls exactly nto 
1 e ſame train of arguing. Declaring, that CHRIST Jesvs 
der la Purged our fins by the ſacrifice of himſelf, he proves his 


Ve anple ability for this tremendous office, from bis eſſential 


ed aa ec ence, becauſe be is the br ybturſs of bis Father's glory; 
| wd from his admirable works, becauſe be made the worlds, 


| 
| 
| 
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upon millions of noble ſubſtanees, and car 

with me this tranſporting reflection, „The 
* Maker of them all expired on a croſs for | 
_ © me;” how can I remain any longer indif. 


ferent! muſt not the coldgf heart begin to 
glow with gratitude When I ſurvey an im- 


menſity of the fineſt productions imaginable, 


and remember. that the Author of them all i; 


_ © my righteouſneſs and my redemption;“ how 


can I chuſe but repoſe the moſt cheerful confi. 


_ dence in ſuch a Mediator! 44.5 
LET me add one more remark, upon the ad. 
mirable adjuſtment of every particular relating | 
10 theſe fine colonies planted in the parterre. 
With ſuch accuracy and correctneſs is their 
ſtructure finiſhed, that any the leaſt conceivable 
alteration would very much impair their per- 


fection. Should you ſee, for inſtance, the nice 


_ diſpoſition of the fulip's attire fly abroad, diſ-} 

_ orderly and irregular, like the flaunting woz- 
bine; ſhould the je amine rear her diminutive | 
head on thoſe grand columns which ſupport 
the hsllibock ; ſhould the erect and manly atpect 
pf the peony hang down with a penſive air, like | 
| the flexile bells of the hyacinth ; ſhouid that 
Noble plainneſs, which diſtinguiſhes the /ily, be 
exchanged for the glittering fringes which edge 
the pink, or the gaudy ſtains which bedrop the 


and upholdeth all things by the wird of his power, Heb. i. 2,4 
— Which truth, as it is ſo important in itfelf, of ſuch fig! 
comfort to Chriſtians, and ſo particularly inſiſted on by the 
infpired writers, | hope, I ſhall need no apolopy tor an at- 
tempt.to illuſtrate and euforce it, in a kind of evangelical 
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iris ; ſhould thoſe tapering pillars, which ariſe 
in the middle of its vaſe, and, tipt with golden 
pendants, give ſuch a luſtre to the ſurrounding 
pannels of alabaſter, —ſhould thoſe ſink and dis 
appear, like the chives which cover the heart of 
the anemone :—in many of theſe caſes, would 
not the tranſpoſition be fantaſtical and awk- 
ward ? in all, to the e e of every 5 
individuals? | 
Again, with regard to the time of their 
appearing, this circumſtance is ſettled, by a2 
remarkable foreſight and precaution. What. 
would become of the ſatlor, if, in very ſtormy 
weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty maſt, and 


crowd it with all his canvaſs ? Such would be 


the ill effect, if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers 


ſhould preſume to come abroad in the bluſter. 


ing months. Ah! how would they rue the im- 
prudent boldneſs ! 'Therefore thoſe only that 
ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and diſplay the ſmall- 


eſt ſpread of leaves, or (if you pleaſe) carry the 


leaſt fail are launched amidſt the blowing ſeaſons. | 
How injudiciouſly would the perſumer act, if 
he ſhould unſeal his fineſt eflences, and expoſe 


them to the northern winds, or wintry rains! 


Our blooming artiſts of the aromatic profeſſion, 
atleaſt the moſt delicate among them, ſeem per- 

fectly aware of the conſequences of ſuch a pro- 

cedure. Accordingly they poſtpone the open- 
ing of their odoriferous treaſures, till a ſerener 
air, and more unclouded ſkies, grant a pro- 
tection to their amiable traffic; till they are 
under NO more apprehenfions of haviog their 
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ſpicy cells rifled by rude blaſts, or drowns; in 
inceſſant ſhowers * | 
What aſtriking argument is here for refien na- 
tion: unfeigned reſignation, to all the dilpoſade 

of Providence ! Too often are our diſſatisfied 

| thoughts apt to find fault with Divine ditpenſa- | 
tions. We tacitly arraign our Maker's conduct, 
or queſtion his kindneſs, with regard - to our- 
ſelves. We fancy our lot not fo commodiouſly 
ſituated, or our condition not ſo happily cir- 
cumſtanced, as if we had been placed in ſome | 
other ſtation of life — But let us behold this 
exquiſitely nice regulation of the minuteſt plants, 
and be aſhamed of our repining tolly. Could } 


 ® Caſimir, in a very poetical manner, addreſſes himſelf to 
the dormant roſe, and moſt prettily invites ber to venture 
abroad, by the mention of theſe two circumſtances ; BY 


« Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, | 
6c Eff lates dudum, Roſa ? Delicatum oY 
© Effer e terris caput, O tepentis | 
| „ Filts celi. 
”, Jam tibi 4056 fugiunt aquoſe, . 
Quas fugant albis Zephyr; quadrigis 
* Jam tibi mne Boream jocautis 
3 Aura Favoni.” 
Child of he Sin, charming Roſe, 
-. longer i in confinement lie; 
Ariſe to light: thy form diſcloſe; 
Kival the ſpangles of the (ky. 


The rains are gone; the ſtorms are o'er ; 

Winter retires to make thee wav: | 
Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſhing flow'r; 
Come, lovely ranger, come away. | 
The / is dreſs'd in beaming ſmiles, 

Lo give thy beauties to the day; | 
Young zephyrs wait, with gentleſt ge les, 

10 lan ane SO. as they Play. | 
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any fibre in their compoſition be altered, or one 
ne in their features be tranſpoſed, without 
dlouding ſome of their beauties? Could any 
fold in their veſtments be varied, or any link 
sia ſcheir orderly ſucceſſion be br oken, without | 
| MY injuring ſome delicate property? And does not 
* W that all-ſeeing Eye, which preſerves ſo exact a 
+ © barmony among theſe pretty toys, maintain as 
watchful a care over his rational creatures? 
boes he chuſe the propereſt ſeaſon for the cow- 
ip to ariſe, and drink the dews? And can he 
© WI Leglect the concerns, or misjudge the conveni- 
SM encies, of his ſons and daughters? He, who has 
ſo completely diſpoſed whatever pertains to the 
regetable ceconomy, that the leaſt diminution | 
or addition would certainly hurt the finiſhed | 
ſcheme, does, without all peradventure, preſide, 
with equal attention, over he Intereſts of his 
own people. 5 
Be ſtill, then, thou WAY mortal; 4 know, 


* « Permittas ipſis expendere numinibus, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris. 

Nam pro jucunts aptiſſima quæque dabunt du : | 
«4 Carior eſt illis homo, quam ſibi. — Ju v. 

Since all the downward tracts of time 

Sop's watehful eye ſurveys; 

O! who ſo wiſe to chuſe our lot, 

And regulate our ways? 


Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeaſurably kind; 
To his Herring, gr cious will, 
Be ev'ry wiſh reſign'd. 15 
Good when he gives, ſupremely good; 
Nor leſs, when he denies: 
Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov'reign hang, . 
Are RP in 1 | 
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that Gop is unerringly wiſe; and be aſſured, 
that, amidit the greateſt multiplicity of beings, 
he does not overlook thee, Thy Saviour has 
given me authority to aſſert, that thou art of 


far ſuperior value, in the eſtimate of Omnipo- 
tence, than all the herbage of-the field. —If his 


ſacred will ordains ficknefs for thy portion, ne- 


ver dare to imagine that uninterrupted health | 


would be more advantageous, If he pleaſes to 


with- hold, or take away, children; never pre. 


ſume to conclude that thy happineſs is blaſted, 


becauſe thy hopes of en increaſing family are 
diſappointed. He, that marſhals all the ſtarry 


hoſt, and ſo accurately arranges every the m2an- 
eſt ſpecies of herbs; NEH orders all the peculiari. 


tries, all the changes, of thy ſtate, with a vigilance | 


that nothing can elude, with 2 goodne!s that 
endureth for ever. - Bow thy head, therefore, 


in humble : quieſcence. Reft ſatisfied, That 
aht i, 37 the appointment of cavern, is | 


right *, is beſt, 


* Whatever is, is right. — Tf Mr. Pope underſtands the 


maxim according to the limitation ſuggeſted above, he tpeaks | 
a moſt undeniavie and glorious troth. But if that great 


poet includes whatever comes to pals, througa the wild and 


extravagant paſſions of men; ſurely no thinking pern, at 


leaſt no Chriſtian, can acccde to his opinien.—Yhkat Gop 
orders is wife, bezond all poſſibility of correction; and 3000, 
above all that we can alk or think. lis Cecrees are the te- 


lult of infinite ditcernment ; and his diſpenſations the ilues 
of unhounded benevolence. —But man, fallen man, is hur- | 


Tied away, by his luſts, into a thouſand irregularities; which 


are deplorably evil in themſclves, and attended with cane 
quences manifeſtly pernicious to ſociety. —Let the ſeatiment, 


therefore, be reſtrained to the diſpoſals of Heaven, and! 


moſt readily ſubſcribe it. But, if it be extended to the 


** 
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AMONG all the productions of the third 
creating-day, this of flowers ſeems to be pecu- 
larly deſigned for man. Man has the monopoly 
of this favour ; it is conferred on him by a fort 
of excluſive charter. See the imperial crown, 
ſplendid and beautifully grand! See the tube- 
r7/e, delicate and languiſhingly fair! See all the 
pomp and glory of the parterre, where paint 
nd perfume do wonders. Yetthe inferior ani- 
mals are neither ſmit with their beauties, nor 
regaled with their odours. The horſe never 
tands ſtill to gaze upon their charms ; nor does 
the ox turn aſide to browſe upon their ſweets. 
Senſes they have to diſcern theſe curious ob- 
jects in the gro/s, but no taſte to diſtinguiſh or 
cliſh their fine accompliſhments.—Juſt ſo, car- 
nal and unenlightened men may underſtand the 
literal meaning of Scripture, may comprehend 
he evidences of its divine inſpiration ; yet have 
do reliſh of the heavenly truths it teaches, no 
dent longing for the ſpiritual bleflings it of- 
fers; ſee © no form or comelineſs” in the Sa- 
niour it deſcribes, ſo as to render him the u- 
treme deſire of their ſouls. e 
The chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, 


vnduct of men, and the eſfects of their ſolly; | think my- 
lf obliged to enter my proteſt againſt it. For, whatever 
xindles the divine indignation,—is cauſe of final ruin tothe 
wthor,—is ſtrictly forbidden by Gop's holy word, —is con- 
tary to the whole deſign of his revealed will, and the Very 
reverſe of his eſſential attributes; hu cannot poſſibly be 
nglit : this is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Omnipotence, in- 
ded, can over-rule it, and educe good from it: but the 


I of eee, ſuppoſcs:i it to * e wrong | 
u itſe | 
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philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the I bi 
embryo ſeed, or to ſwathe the tender body du. fr 
ring its infant ſtate, —But, whatever is the chief U 
end of Nature, 'tis certain, ſhe never departs M'* 
from the deſign of adminiſtering delight to man. MY © 
kind *. This is inſeparably connected with her U 
other views. — Were it only to ſecure a repro- di 
ductive principle, what need of ſuch elegant 
complications? why ſo much art employed, and fn 
ſo many decorations added? Why ſhould veſt. 
ments be prepared, richer than brocades, more 
delicate than lawns, and of a finer glow than 
the moſt admired velvets? —If the great Mo- 
ther had no other aim than barely to accom- 
madate her little offspring, warm flanvel, or 
| homely fuſtian, would have ſerved her turn; 
| ſerved it full as well as the moſt ſumptuous til 
| ſues, or all the furniture of the mercer's ſhop, 

_ Evident then it is, that flowers were endued 
with ſuch enchanting graces for the pleaſure of 
man. In purſuance of this original intention, 
they have always paid their court to the hu— 
man race; they ſtill ſeem particularly ſolicitous 
of recommending themſelves to our regard. 
The fineſt of each ſpecies crowd about our ha- 


We find that the moſt important parts in the vege- 
e table world are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful. Theſe 
are the feeds by which the ſeveral races of plants are pre- 
«© pagated and continued, and which are always lodged in 

« flowers or bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal 
* deſign, and to be induſtrious in making the carth gay aid f 
dclightful, while the is carrying on her great work, aud] 
inteat upon her own preſervation.” | 
Eo „„ | SPECT, Vol. V. N“ 383. 
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bitations, and are rarely to be ſcen at a diſtance | 
from our abodes. They thrive under our cul- 
ivating hand, and obſerving eye; but degene- 
rate, and pine away, if unregarded by their lord. 
—To win his attention, and deck his retreats, 
they hide their deformities under ground; and 
lifplay nothing but the moſt graceful forms, 
and engaging colours, to his fight. —To merit a 
farther degree of his eſteem, the generality of 
hem diſpenſe a delightful perfume, What is 
fill more obliging, they reſerve “ their richeſt 
cxhalations, to embalm his morning and even- 
ing walks f. Becauſe he uſually chuſes theſe 
cool hours to recreate himſclt among their 
booming ranks; therefore, at thoſe hours, they 
re moſt laviſh of their fragrance, and breathe 
out their choiceſt ſpirits. _. Si 
O MAN, greatly beloved by thy Sc 1 1 | 

he darling of Providence! thou art diſtinguiſh- 
ed by his goodneſs ; diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by 
thy gratitude, Be it thy one undivided aim to 
glorify him, who has been at ſo much expenſe to 
yatify thee !—While all theſe inferior crea- 
ures, in filent eloquence, declare the glory of 
bop, do thou lend them thy tongue. Be thou the 
bigh prieſt of the mute eee Let their praiſes 


0 | The flow? rs, 
That open row their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, 
Reſerv'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore. Mirr. 


4 The twining jaſmine, and the bluſhing roſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe; 
The ſmelling tuberoſe and Jonquil declare 
The ſtronger impulſe of 3 an ev "ning air. PRI0OR s Sol, 


Vor. I. 
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become vocal in thy ſongs. — Adore the ſu 
preme Benefactor, for the bleſſings he ſhowers 
down upon every order of beings. Adorc him 
for numberleſs mercies, which are appropria- 


ted to thyſelf. Bur, above all, adore him for 
that noble gift of a rational and immortal ſoul. 
E uhis conſtitutes us matters of the globe and 
gives us the real enjoyment of its riches. This 
_ diſcovers ten thouland beauties, which other 


wiſe had been loſt; and renders them bath a 


ſource of delights, and a nurſery of devotion, 
— By virtue of this exalted principle, we are 


qualified ro admire our Maker's works, on 


capable of bearing his illuſtrious image, bear. 
ig his illuſtrious image, not only when theſe 


ornaments of the ground have reigned their 


| honours, but when the great origin of day is 
_ extinguiſhed in the ſkies. and all the flaming 
orbs on high are put out in obſcure darkneſs, | 
Then to ſurvive, to ſurvive the ruins of one 
world, and to enjoy Gop,—to reſemble Gob, 


—to be filled with all the tulneis of Gop,” 


in another; —what a happineſs, what an incſti- 
mable happineſs, is this! Yet this is thy privi- 


lege, (barter it not for trifles of an hour '), this 
thy glorious prerogative, O man! 


O! THE goodneſs, the exuberant goodneſe, 
of our Gop ! 1 cannot forbear celebrating it 
once more, before I paſs to another conlidera- 
tion, How much ſhould we think ourſelves. 
obliged to a generous friend, who ſhould 5 
a ſtately edifice, purely for our abode ! But 
- mow ory would the obligation be increalcs, 
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if the hand that bulls; ſhould alſo furniſb | ite 
and not only furniſh it with all that 1 is commo- 


* ] cannot perſuade elk, that the compariſon is 
ſtretched beyond proper bounds, when carried to this pitch. 
It is my ftedfailt opinion, that the world, at leaſt this lower 
world, with its various appurtenances, was intended purely 
jor man; that it is @aprypriazed to him; and that he (in ſubor- 
dination to GoD's glory) is the end of its creation.—Other 
animals, it is true, partake of the Creator's benetits; but 
then they partake under the notion of man's domeſtics, or 
on the tvot of retainers to him; as creatures which bear 
ſome relation to his ſervice, and ſome way or other contri» 
bute to his good. So that (till he is the cenie of the whole; 
or, as our incomparable Mition, cquolly: maſter of * 
and divinity, expreſſes himlelf, _ = 

— — All things live for man. Par. Lo/t, B. XI. line 161. i 

Mr. Pope, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode this 
tenet, as the height of pride, and a groſs abſurdity —For my 
part, I ſee no reaſon for ſuch a charge. With all ſubmiſ- 
fion to ſo ſuperior a genius, it ſeems very remote from pride, 
to be duly ſenſible of favours vouchſated; ro contemplate 
them in all the extent of their munificence, aud acknow- 
ledge them accordingly. I ſhould rather imagine, that to 
contract their ſize, when they are immenſely large; to 
ſtint their number, when they are altogether innumerable; 


that ſuch a procedure ſavours more of znſenſibiliy, than our 


hypotheſis of preſumption ; and has more in it of ingratitude, 
thay that of arrogance. _ 

And how can it be deemed an abſurdity; to maintain 
that Go'Þ gave us a world for our poſſeſſion, when it is our 
duty to believe, that he gave us his any Son for our propi- 
vation ! Sure, it can be neither difficult, nor extravagant, to 
ſuppoſe, that he deſigned the habitable globe, with i its whole 
furniture, for our preſent nie; ſince he with-held not his 
holy child Jes us, but "uy delivered him up for our final | 
ſalvation. - 

Upon the whole, 1 cannot but conclude; that the at- 
tempt of our famous poet is neither kind with regard to his 
lello w creatures, nor grateful with regard to his Creator, 
neither is his ſcheme, in fact, true. The attempt not kind, 
with N to man; becauſe it robs him of one of the moſt | 
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dious and com fortable, but ornament it alſo with it 
Whatever is ſplendid and delightful! Thich MB 
our moſt indulgent Creator done, in a maaner 


delightful and raviſhing contemplations imaginable, To 
_ conſider the great Author of exiſtence as having me in his 
eye, when he formed univerſal nature; as contriving all 
things with an immediate view to the exigencies of my par- 
ticular ſtate; and making them all in ſuch a maaner, as 
might be moſt conducive to my particular advantage; this 
mult occaſion the ſtrongeſt ſatisfactions, whenever I caſt a 
glance on the objects that ſurround me. Not grateful with 
regard to GoD; becauſe it has the moſt direct tendency to 
_ diminiſh our ienſe of his kindneſs, and by that means to 
throw a damp upon our gratitude. It teaches us to lock 
upon ourſelves as almoſt loſt among a crowd of other beings, 
or regarded only with an occafional and incidental beneh- 
cence; which muſt certainly weaken the diſpoſition, and 
indeed ſlaken the ties, to the moſt adoring thanktulneſs,— 
lo which, I apprehend, we may juſtly add, Neither is the 
ſcheme, in fact, true. For, not to mention what might be 
_ urged from the ſure word of revelation, this one argument | 
anpears ſufficiently concluſive. The world began with man; 
the world muſt ceaſe with man; conſequently, the grand 
_ uſe, the principal end, of the world, is, to ſubſerve the ir- 
| tereſt of man It is on all ſides agreed, that the edifice wa: 
__ erected, when man was to be furniſhed with an habitatios; 
and that it will be demoliſhed, when man has no farther | 
need of its accommodations. When he enters into the houle | 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, ** the earth, 
and all the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.“ 
From which it ſeems a very obvious and fair deduction, 
That man is the final cauſe of this inferior creation. | 
So that | think my readers and myſelf privzleged (not to 
ſay on the principles of gratitude, olige) to uſe thoſe lovely 
lines of our Author, with a propricty and truth equal to 
their elegance and beauty: VVV | 
For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow'r, 
„ Suckles each herb, and ſpreads eut ev'ry flow's | 
Annual, for me, the grape, the roſe, renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew; _ 


For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 
„ For me, kealth guſhes from a thouſand ſprings. 


ft, I. V. 15.1 | 
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infinitely ſurpaſſing all we could wiſh or ima- 
ine. 13 5 5 
, The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling.— 
The ties are ſtretched over us like a magnifi- 
cent canopy, dyed in the pureſt azure; and beau- 
tified, now with pictures of floating filver, now 
with colourings of reflected crimſon, — The 
274 is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious carpet; 
vove with ſilken threads ot green, and damaſk- 
ed with flowers of every hue.—The /un, like a 
» Wl golden lamp, is hung out in the ethereal vault; 
aud pours his effulgence, all the day, to lighten. 
our paths.— When night approaches, the moon 
- W takes up the friendly office; and the tar are 
kindled in twinkling myriads, to cheer the dar- 
« W neſs with their milder luſtre, not to diſturb our 
e repoſe by too intenle a glare.—The clouds, be- 
ſides the rich paintings they hang around the 
i © heavens, act the part of a ſhifting ſcreen ; and 
defend us, by their ſeaſonable interpoſition, from 
the ſcorching beams of ſummer. May we not 
alſo regard them, as the great watering-pots of 
the globe; which, wafted on the wings of the 
wind, diſpenſe their moiſture evenly through _ 
the univerſal garden“; and fructify, with their 


{ 
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* This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other delicate 
and edifying remarks upon the wonders of Nature, is finely 
touched, in the philoſspbreal tran ſaftions, recorded in the 
book of J, chap. xxxviii. V. 25,— D nuw) 25p mn, Who 
bath di vided a water=cuur ſe for the overfliowiny of waters *—"The_ 
Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rich with ſenſe, that no franſlation 
can do it juſtice. The following paraphraſe, perhaps, may 
repreſent the principal ideas comprehended in the expreſſive 
auiginal. Who has branched cut, and, with admirable judg. 
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ſhowers, whatever our hand plants.—The 2 
are our exhauſtleſs granary.— [he ocean is our 
vaſt reſervoir. The animals ſpend their ſtrength 
to diſpatch our buſineſs ; reſign their clothing, 
to repleniſh our wardrobe; and ſurrender their 
very lives, to provide for our tables. In ſhort, 
every element is a ſtorehouſe of conveniencies; 
every ſeaſon brings us the choiceſt pr oductions; 
all nature is our caterer.— And, which is a moſt 
_endearing recommendation of theſe favours, 
they are all as lovely as they are uſeful. You 
obſerve nothing mean or inclegant, All is clad 
in Beauty's faireſt robe *, and regulated by Pro. 
portion's niceſt rule. The whole {cene exhibits 
a fund of pleaſures to the imagination, at the 
ſame time that it more chan ſupplies all our 
wants . | 


ment, Aiſſoſed a a variety of aquedufts, for that 8 col- 


lection of waters which float in the ſky? Who 7diſtributes 
_ thoſe pendulous floods through all the borders of the earth! 
diſtributes them, not in dreadful cataracts, or promſcuns 
gluts of rain, but in kindly drops, or refreſhing ſhowers; 
with as much regularity and economy, as if they were con- 
veyed by pipes from a conduit? To w HOM ſhall we aſcribe 
that niceneſs of contrivance, which now emits, now reſtrains 
them; ſometimes derives their humid train to one place, 
| ſometimes to another; ; diſpenſes them to this ſoil in larger, 
to that in ſmaller, communications; and, in a word, ſo ma- 
nages the mighty fluid, that every ſpot is ſupplied in exact 


Proportion to its wants; none de/iroyed by an undiſtinguiſh- | 


ing deluge ? | 
perhaps it was from foch an obſervation, that the Greets, 
thoſe critical and refined judges of things, expreſſed the 
mundane ſyſtem by a word, which ſignifies beauty, — 97 49; 
_+*© Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for 
« our ſervice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill the 
Woods with their muſic, furniſh us with game, or railc 
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Therefore thou art be Oman; who- 
ſoever thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy Ma- 
ker. He ſurrounds thee with unnumbered bene- 
fits, and follows thee with an effuſion of the 
richeſt, nobleſt gifts. He courts thy affections, 
he ſolicits thy gratitude, by liberalities which 
are never intermitted, by a bounty which knows 
no limits, —Moſt bleſſed LokD, let this thy 
zoodneſs, thy unwearied goodneſs, lead us to 
repentance. Win us to thyſelf, thou Fountain 
of felicity, by theſe ſweet inducements. Draw 
ss to our duty, thou God of our ſalvation, by 
cheſe “ cords of love.?“ 
WHAT a living picture! is hire of the bene 
e fcia! effects of induſtry ! By induſtry and culti- 
ration, this neat ſpot is an image of Eden. Here 
is all that can entertain the eye, or regale the 
ſmell*. Whereas, without cultivation, this ſweet 
garden had been a deſolate wilderneſs, Vile 
thiſtles had made it loathſome, and tangling | 
briers inacceſſible, Without cultivation, it might 
have been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid 
haunt of venomous creatures. But the ſpade 


ſry, have improved it into a fort of terreſtrial 
paradiſe, | 


How naturally does this lend our contempla- | 
tion to the advantages which tlow trom a virtu- 


hs " pleaſing ideas in us by the delightfulneſs of their appear- . 
dance. Fountains, lakes, and rivers, are as refreſhing to 
101 "the rs as to the foil through which they paſs.” 
he i Seer: Vol, V. NY 387. 
aiſc . S copia nen . . los. | 


and the pruning-knife, in the hand of ee . 
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ous education, wad the i which ü from an 
the neglect of it“ The mind, without early N be 
inſtruction, will, in all probability, become like Mf 
the © vineyard of the ſluggard.“ If left to the 
propenſities of its own depraved will, what can ſel 
we expect but the moſt luxuriant growth of tu 
| unruly appetites, which, in time, will break forth NW 
into all manner of ſcandalous irregularities? Nm. 
What? — but that Anger, like a prickly thorn, I an 
arm the temper with an untractable moroſeneſs; wh 
Peeviſbneſs, like a ſtinging nettle, render the con · ¶ jj 
verſation irkſome and forbidding : Avarice, ¶ fu 
= f like ſome choking weed, teach the fingers to pli 
_ gripe, and the hands to oppreſs: Revenge, like Nin 

ſome poiſonous plant, replete with baneful jui- I fre 

ces, rankle in the breaſt, and meditate miſchief ſp1 

to its neighbour : while unbridled luſts, like MW th; 

_ ſwarms of noiſome inſects, taint each riſing ter 
thought; and render every imagination of | 
the heart only evil continually.” Such are . 
the uſual products of ſavage nature! ſuch the Y 

wy furniture of the uncultivated foul!  _ 65 
Whereas, let the mind be put node the W rai 

o nurture and admonition of the Lord ;” l« Y /" 

Je holy Diſcipline clear the ſoil; let ſacred Inſtrue⸗ 
tions ſow it with the beſt ſced ; let Skill and Vi Me! 
gilance dreſs the riſing ſhoots, direct the young | 
1deas how to ſpread, the wayward paſſions how 
to move: then, what a different ſtate of the In 
inner man will quickly take place! Charity vill N car 

| dy -eathe her ſweets, and Hope expand her bloſ 
ſoms; 3 the perſonal virtues diſplay their graces, don 


”« Neglectis urenda filix innaſcitur W hl Hos. ce 


n and the ſocial ones their fruits“; the ſentiments 
y become generous, the carriage endearing, the 
te life honourable and uſeful +. | 

fo O! that governors of families, and maſters of 
in ſchools, would watch, with a conſcientious folici- 
of wude, over the morale of their tender charge! 3 
h What pity it is, that the advancing generation 
ſhould loſe theſe invaluable endowments, thro” 
n, ME any ſupineneſs in their inſtructors !—See ! with 
s: Nhat aſſiduity the curious floriſt attends his 
n- little nurſery ! He viſits them early and late; 
e, © furniſhes them with the propereſt mould; ſup- - 
to plies them with ſeaſonable moiſture ; guards : 
ce ¶ them from the ravages of inſects; ſcreens them 
1. from the injuries of the weather ; ; marks their 
ſpringing buds; obſerves them attentively, 


termits his anxiety, till he beholds them blown 


* This transformation of the han: ad e of the | 
lfe, are repreſented, in Scripture, by fmilitudes very nearly 
allied to the images uſed above.—GoD, by his ſanCtifying 
Spirit, will make the ſoul as a watered garden. Under the ope - 
he WY ration of this divine principle, tbe deſert ſhall rejoice, and biuſe 
ler na the roſe. Wherever it exerts the refining and enno- 
bling energy, inſtead of the thorn, ſhall come up the fir-tree : and, 


1C- WF inte ad of the me; the myrtle-tree. Jer. XIII. 12. Iſa. Iv. 1. | 
"or & lv. 1 . N g 
np > — A teneris arte: tanti eſt!” Vic. 
OW | —y va A νονν d 1(Xpepesy To Hoc n vlc wivs ex viav £ 
he Uittobai, x TAKTINY, AANNon, Ji ro ws ARISTOT. The 


through their whole progreſs; and never in- 


principles we imbibe, and the habits we contract, in our 


vil carly years, are not matters of ſmall moment, but of the ut= 
of- WM mv! conſequence imaginable. They not only give a trankent 
or ſuperiicial tincture to our fir/t appearance in life, but molt 
commonly ſtamp the form of our whole rurure 2 — 
03, den of our eternal Rate 85 : 
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into full per fection.— And ſhall a. range of 
painted leaves, which flouriſh to-day, and to. 


_ morrow fall to the ground ;—thall theſe be 


tended with more zealous application than the 
exalted faculties of an immortal ſoul! 
Let truſt not in cultivation alone. It is the 


bleſſing : of the almighty Huſband man which im- 


parts /ucce/s to ſuch labours of love. If God 
“ ſeal up the bottles of heaven,” and com: 


mand the clouds to with-hold their fatneſs, 
the beſt manured plot becomes a barren deſert, 
And if HE rettrains the dew of his heavenly 
bencdiction, all human endeavours miſcarry; 
the rational plantation languiſhes; our moſt 
pregnant hopes, from youths of the moſt pro- 
miling genius, prove abortive. Their root will 


be as rottennejs, and their bloſſom will go up as 


5 du/i —.— Torerctore let parents plant; let futors 
Water; but let both look up to the Father of 


Siri. , for the delired increuſe. 


ON every fide, | <tpy jeveral budding flowers, | 


As yet they are like bales of cloth from the 


packer's warchoute. Each is wrapt within 2 
ſtrong incloſurc, and its contents are tied toge- 
ther by the firme(t bandages ; fo that all their 
| beauties lie concealed, and all their ſweets are 
locked up.— Jult ſuch is the niggardly wretch, 


whole aims are all turned inward, and meanly 


_ terininated upon him/e!f; who makes his own 
private intereſts, or perſonal pleaſures, the ſole 
centre of his deſigns, and the 1 * circumte: 

= rence of his actions. 


9 * I. v. 245 12 
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FEre long the ſearching beams will open theſe 
cen folds. and draw them into a graceful ex- 
: baſtion. Then, What a lovely bluſh will glow. 
ein their cheeks, and what a balmy odour ex- 
hale from their boſoms !!-50, when divine 
e © grace ſhines upon the mind, even the churl be- 
. W comes bountiful; the heart of ſtone is taken 
day; and a heart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptible _ 
. MW of the ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate emotions, is 
s MW introduced in its ſtead, O! how ſweetly do 


t. N che ſocial affections dilate themſelves, under fo 


benign an influence! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing 
Nees, under the powerful eye of Day. The ten- 
der regards are no longer confined to a ſingle 


o- Nobject; but extend themſelves into a generous 
il concern for mankind, and ſhed liberal refreſh- 
2 nents on all within their reach“. 

"rs Ariſe then, thou Sun of Righteouſneſs; ariſe, 


vith healing under thy wings; and transfuſe 
thy gentle, but penetrating ray, through all our 
rs, intellectual powers. Enlarge every narrow diſ- 
the W poſition, and fill us with a diffuſive benevolence. 


The Prophet detcribing the charitable temper, very beau» 
ge- Wiblully fays, I %% ar aw out thy foul to the hungry! This, I 
ſeir Wk may not improperly be illuſtrated by the cireum- 

ſances obſerved above. he opening of thoſe buds into 
alarge and extenſive ſpread, is a pretty portrait of the am- 
ich, Wt! 4 of a generous heart; which cannot ſhut up its com- 
indy pilion, or remain unconcerned at any human calamity. 

The treege(s and copiouſneſs, with which the expanded 
flowers are continually pouring out their choiceſt eſſences, 
ſole may repreſent the various acts of an unwearied liberality; 
nfe-Noscther with thoſe endearing words, and that cordial af- 

leck o n which n as it were, a gift; double its value; 
ud conttitute what the ſacred Peaman ſtyles, drawing aut 
be ſoul. Jus: Nn Depromp/eris animum tuam, Iſa. Iviii. 10. 
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Make room in our breaſts for the whole hy. 


man race; and teach us to love all our fellow. 
creatures, for their amiable Creator's ſake. May 
we be pleaſed with their excellencies, and re. 


Joice in their happineſs ; but feel their miſeries 


as our own, and, with a brother” 8 ſympathy, 
| haſten to relieve them! 


DISPOSED at proper diſtances, I obſerve a 


= range of ſtrong and /ately ſtalks. They ſtand 


like towers, along the walls of a fortified city; 
or riſe, like lofty ſpires, amidſt the group of 
houſes. 'They part at the top into ſeveral pen- 


ſile ſpiky pods: from each of which we ſhall 


ſoon fee a fine figure diſplaying itſelf ; rounded 


Into a form. which conſtitutes a perfect cirele; 
ſpread wide open, into the moſt frank and com- 
municative air; and tinged with the colour, 

which is ſo peculiarly captivating to the wiſer 
ere. 


But the property 1 chiefly admire, is its paſ- 


| fionare fondneſs for the ſun. When the even. 
ing ſhades take place, the poor flower droops, 
and folds up its leaves. It mourns all the long 
night, and pines amidſt the gloom, like ſome 
forlorn lover baniſhed from the object of his 
affections. No ſooner does Providence open 
the eyelids of the Morning,” but it meets 
and welcomes the returning light“; courts and 
careſſes it all the day; nor ever loſes fight of 
the refulgent charmer, ſo long as he continues 
above the horizon. In the morning, you may 


* « Ita ſuum, quamvis radice tenetur, | 
3 * Vertitur ad ſolem.“ e Ovid. 
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. Mperceive it preſenting a golden boſom to the 
„ eaſt; at noon, it points upward to the middle 
IV in the evening follows the ſame attractive 
e. Jiafluence to the weſt. 
ezSurely. Nature is a book, and every page rich 
y, with ſacred hints. To an attentive mind, the 
garden turns preacher, and its blooming tenants 
a Mac ſo many lively ſermons. What an engaging 
id pattern, and what an excellent leſſon, have we 
y; Were !—S9, let the redeemed of the Lokp lock 
off into JesuUs ®, and be conformed to their Belo- 
n. Ned. Let us all be heliotropes (if I may uſe the 
all Nexpreſſion) to the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Let our 
ed paſſions riſe and fall; take this courſe or that; 
e; Mis his word deicrmities.” as his holy example 
n-W cvides. Let us be fo accommodated, both to 
his commanding and providential will, as the 
wax is turned to the imprinted ſeal; or as the 
aſpect of this enamoured flower to the ſplen- | 
lid (tar, which creates our day. : 
In every enjoyment, O thou watchful Chri- 
ſian, look unto JESUS; receive it as proceeding | 
from his love, and purchaſcd by his agonies 7. 
—In every tribulation look unto JESUS; mar 
his gracious hand, managing the ſcourge, or 
mingling the bitter cup; attempering it to a pro- 
per degree of ſeverity ; adjuſting the time of 
is continuance ; and ready to make theſc ſeem- 


1 Heb, Tide 64 © | 
He ſunk beneath our bevy woes, 
To raiſe us to his throue: 
Theres mat a g ft vis hand bejtows, | ME Ws 
Ib. But coſt his beart a n | | VA rs. 
Vor. I. 
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ing diſaſters productive of real good. In 


- every infirmity and fazling look unto Jesvs, 


thy merciful High Prieſt, pleading his atoning 


blood, and making interceſſion for tranſgref. 
| fors,—lo every prayer look unto JEsus, thy 
prevailing Advocate, recommending thy devo- 
tions, and“ bearing the iniquity of thy holy 
« things *®.”—In every temptation look unto 
Jesvs, the Author of thy ſtrength, and Cap. 


tain of thy ſalvation ; who alone is able to lift 


up the hands which hang down, to invigorate 
the enfeebled knees, and make thee more than 
conqueror over all thy enemies. But eſpecially 
when the hour of thy departure approaches; | 
when ** thy fleſh and thy heart fail ;” when all 
the ſprings of life are irreparably breaking; then | 
look unto JESUS with a believing eye . Like 
_ expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding at the 


right hand of Gob, on purpole to ſuccour his 


people, in this their laſt extremity. Yes, my 
Chriſtian friend, when thy journey through 
life is finiſhed, and thou art arrived on the 
very verge of mortality; when thou art juſt 


launching out into the inviſible world, and all 
before thee is vaſt eternity; then, O then, be 
ſure to look ſtedfaſtly unto JESUS! “ See by 
« faith the LorD's CHRIST.“ View him as 
the only Vay to the everlaſting manſions; as 


the only Door to the abodes of bliſs. 


* Excd. J 1 8 
+ Lock wits ME, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, 
rr TT | 55 ED 


{ Toba xiv. 6. I Jubu x. 9. 
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YONDER tree, which faces the ſouth, has 


ſomething too remarkable to paſs without ob- 
ſervation —Like the fruitful, though feeble, 
vine, ſhe brings forth a large family of bran- 
ches; but, unable to ſupport them herſelf, com- 
mits them to the tuition of a ſanny wall. As 
yet the tender twigs have ſcarce gemmed their 
future bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate _ 
the well-known productions, and picture to 
myſelf the paſſion: auer; which will, in due 
time, with a long and copious ſuccelion, ador n 
the bo ughs. . 
[ have read, in a Latin author, of flowers in- 
ſcribed with the names of Kings“: but here is 
one emblazoned with the marks of the bleeding 
Prince of Life. I read, in the inſpired writings, 


of apoſtolic men, who. bore about in their bo- 


dies the dying of the Lon Jesvs +: but here 


is a blooming religioſo, that carries apparent me- 


morials of the ſame tremendous and fatal cata- _ 
ſtrophe.— Who would have expected to find 
ſuch a tragedy of woe exhibited in a collection 


of the moſt delicate delights ? or to ſee Calva- _ 


ry's horrid ſcene pourtrayed on the ſofteſt or- 
naments of the garden ls Nature then actu- 
ated by the noble ambition of paying commemo- 
rative honours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is 
ſhe kindly officious to remind forgetful mor- 
tals of that miracle of mercy, which it is their 
duty to contemplate, and their happineſs to — 5 

* Die, quibus in terris inſeripti nomina e, 


Naſcantur flores!?“ — | Vis, 
3 2 Gr. Iv. 10. ; : f 
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lieve !—Or is a /portive imagination my inter. 
preter: and all the ſuppoſed *reſemblance xg 


more than the precarious gloſs of Fancy? Be 


it ſo: yet even Fancy has her merit, when ſhe 


_ ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing imagery, the cruci- 
_ fied Jxsus. Nor ſhall I refuſe a willing regard 

to Imagination herſelf, when the employs her 
creative powers to revive the ſenſe of ſuch un- 
_ paralleled love, and prompt my ne to ſo 
divine a friend. 


That ſpiral tendril, ariſing from: the bottom 
of the ſtalk, is it a repreſentation of the ſcourge, 


which laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted flelh; 


and inflicted thoſe ſtripes, by which our ſoul 
are healed ? or, is it twiſted for the cord, which 


bound his hands impainful and ignominouscon- 
| tinement ; thoſe beneficent hands, which were 
_ inceſſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy 


burdens, and to impart bleſſings of every choice 


kind? Behold the nails, which were drenched 
in his ſacred veins, and rivetted his feet to the 


accurſed tree; thoſe beautiful feet“, which al- 
ways went about doing good; and travelled far 
and near, to ſpread the glad tidings of everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation. See the hammer, ponderous an 
maſſy, which drove the rugged irons through 


the ſhivering nerves; and forced a paſſage tor 
| thoſe dreadful wedges between the diſlocated 
 bones.—Vicw the thorns, which encircled our 


Royal Maſter's brow, and ſhot their keen aftlic- 


* How beautiful are the fect of him that bringeth god 1455 
that prbVſhets teste, that MOT good 51 25 7 $99, that 7% 


4410 'elÞ „40 aiion. Ia. Iii. 7 
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tive points into his bleſſed head. O the ſmart ! 


; the racking ſmart ! when, inſtead of the tri- 
i umphal laurel, or the odoriferous garland, that 


pungent and ragged wreath was planted on the 
if meek Meſſiah's forchead ! When violent and 
barbarous blows of the ſtrong eaſtern cane *, 


8 ſtruck the prickly crown, and fixed every thorn 
10 deep in his throbbing temples ! There ſtand 
me dſeipies, ranged in the green impalement, a 
and forming a circle round the inſtruments of 


their great Commander's death. They appear 
like ſo many faithful adherents, who breathe a 
1; | 
gallant reſolution, either of detending their 
ono to the laſt extremity, or of dropping ho- 
: nourably by his fide. But did they give tluch 
proots of zeal and tidelity 1 in their conduct. as 


Tbey to. k the reed, ſiys the ſacred Hiftorian, | and * te lim 
mn the head ; “ and fo, as it were, nailed down the thorns 
« into his fo ehead and temples. and occaſioned thereby ex- 
„ quiſite pain, as well as a great «fuſion of blood H 
Exot, vol. i. fect. 188 —* it is moſt probable,” adds 
the ſame judicious critic, © this was a Kalking-ſtaſf. which 
they put into his hand as a iceptre; for a blow with 1 
get reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved i. 
© mention in a detail ot ſuch dreadtul luflerings.“ : 

+ The ſmart attending this uuparalicled piece of con- 
tempt and barbarity muſt be eee jevere ; not only 
on account of the many owaful "punQures made in the 
fieth, but priacipally, becauic the rer wm, an exquilitcly | 
jenüble tegument ot the bones, lying, in thoſe parts, very 
near the external kin, muſt receive a mltimute of terrible 
wounds. Fhe angmih of which could not fail of being in⸗ 
flamed to an excels of rage, by the 0-7 wance of fo many 
nr, WM horny lancets in that ae ene tender membraus; e 
| in luci a-caſe, | 5 


— tremblingly alive all o'er, 
Muſt tmart and 1 at ev'ry porte. 
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their ſteady poſture, and determined aſped, Jo 
ſeem to promiſe? Alas! what is all human MY fi 
| firmneſs, when deſtitute of ſuccours from above, © tl 
but an expiring vapour ? What is every ſaint, tl 
If unſuppor ted by powerful grace, but an aban- I a 
doncd traitor ?—Oblcrve the glory, delineated n 
in double rays, grand with imperial purple, and I p 
rich with ethcreal blue. But. ah ! how incapable t 
are threads, though ſpun by Summer's fingſt Hat 
hand, though dyed in fnows, or dipped in he- a 
ven, to diſplay the immaculate excellency of 


his human, or the ineffable majeſty of his di- ki 
vine, nature! Compared with theſe ſublime per- m 


fections, the moſt vivid aſſemblage of colours H or 
fades into an unmeaning Hatneis ; the moſt ar 
charming effects of light and ſhade arc not on- ne 
| ly mere daubings, but an abſolute blank. is 

Among all the beauties which ſhine in ſunny M li 
robes, and fip the filver dews, this, I think, bas th 
the noblet import, if not the fineft preſence, F ki 
Were they all to paſs in review, and expect the ti; 
award of ſuperiority from my deciſion, I ſhould ex 


not hefitate a moment Be the prize aſſignediſ as 
to this amiable candidate, which has fo cmi- ve 
nently diſtinguiſhed, and ſo highly dignified her- m. 
ſelf, by bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblanceW th 
to * the righteous Branch; the Plant of Re-W of 
non“ “ While others appoint it a place ing; to 
the parterre, I would tranſplant the paſſion tal 
flower, or rather transfer its ſacred fignificancy an 
io my. heart. There let it bloom, both in ſum I let 
of 


do the bleſſed Jesus! is FRO Jer. xAiii, 5. Eri. 
ALI iv. 29. 
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mer and in winter; bloom, in the moſt TI 
IF five characters. and with an undecaying luſtre : 
„chat I alſo may wear, wear on my very ſoul, 
che traces of IMMANUEL, pierced for my tins, 
and bruiſed for my tranſgreſſions: that I alſo 
may be crucified with CHRIST“, at leaſt in 
1 penitential remorſe, and affectionate ſympathy: 

e that I may know the fellowſhip of his ſufferings ; 
t and feel all my evil affections wounded by bis | 
;- © agonics, mortified by his death. ; 
EY LTCHERE is another ſubject of the verdant 
i- kingdom, which, on account of its very uncom- 
r. mon qualities, demands my particular notice: 
one, ſo extremely diffident in her diſpoſition, 
and delicate in her conſtitution, that ſhe dares 
not venture herſelf abroad in the open air, but 
ss nurſed up in the warmth of a hot-bed, and 
I lives cloiſtered in the cells of a green-houſe But 
che moſt curious peculiarity is, that, ot all her 


tive life: at leaſt advances neareſt to this more 
exalted ſtate of being, and may be looked upon 
as the link which connects the animal and the 


motions, would almoſt be induced to ſuſpedt 
that the is endued with ſome inferior degrees 
of conſciouſneſs and caution. For, if you offer 
to handle this /enſitive_plant, the immediately 
takes an alarm; haſtily contracts her fibres; 


Y lence, withdraws from your finger, in a kind 
124. Nof precipitate diſorder. Perhaps, the beauty a 
> * Gal. ii. 20. 1 5 i. „% 


kindred-ſpecies, ſhe alone partakes of percep- 


vegetable world. A ſtranger, obſerving her : 


and, like a perſon under apprebenſions of vio- 55 
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her aſpect might be ſullicd, or the niceneſs of 
her texture diſcompoſed by the human touch. 
Therefore, like a coy virgin. the recedes from 
all unbecoming familiariries ; and will admit no 
ſuch improper, if not pernicious, freedoms, 

Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect, 
it ſuggeſts an inſt ructive admonition to the Chri- 
ſtian. Such thould be our apprehenſive timo. 


rous care, with regard to lin, and all, even the 


moſt diſtant, approaches of vice. $9 ſhould we 
avoid the very appearance of evil, and ſtand 
| aloof from every occaſion of falling.—If ſinners 
_entice, if forbidden pleaſures tempt, or if Op- 


portunity beckon, with the gain of injuſtice in 


her hand; O! turn from the gilded ſnare; 


touch not the beauteous bane ; but fly, fly with, 


| hitte, fly without any delay, from the bewitch- 
ing ruin. Does Anger draw near, With her 


lighted torch, to kindle the flame of reſentment | 


in our breaſts? does Flattery ply our cars with 
her enchanting and intoxicating u biſpers? 
would Diſcontent lay her lcaden hand upon our 


temper, and mould into our minds her four. 
leaven, in order to make us a burden to our 


ſelves, and unamiable to others? Inſtantly let 
us divert our attention from the dangerous Ob- 
jects; and not ſo much endeavour to antHdizte, 
as to ſhun, the moral contagion. Let us revolve 


in our meditations that wonderful meekne/s ot 


our diſtreſſed Maſter, which, amidit the mol! 


abuſive and provoking inſults, maintained an | 


uniform tenor of unfhaken ſerenity. Let us 
contemplate that pr odigious PUmilietion, Wal ch 


0 
us 
ch 


| jealous plant recoiis at the approaching touch “. 
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brought him, from an infinite height above all 
worlds, to make his bed in the duſt of death. Let 
vs ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy paſſions, with 
the remembrance of that cheerfulneſs and reſig- 
nation, which rendered him, in the deepeſt 
poverty, unfeignedly thankful ; and, under the 
heavieſt tribulations, moſt ſubmiſſively patient. 
Harbour not, on any conſideration, the be- 

rayer of your virtue. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, 

o every beguiling ſolicitation. If it obtrude 
into the unguarded heart, give it entertainment, 
no, not for a moment. To parley with the ene- 
my, is to open A door for deſtruction. Our 
ſafety confiits in flight: and, in this caſe, ſuſpi- 
ion is the trueſt prudence ; fear, the greateſt. 
bravery, Play not on the brink of the precipice. 
Flutter not round the edges of the flame. Dally 
not with the ſtings of death, But reject, with 
a becoming mixture of ſolicitude and abhor- 
rence, the very firſt inſinuations of iniquity; 
as cautiouſly, as the /marting ſore ſhrinks even 
from the ſofteſt hand; as conſtantly, as this 


* The prophet Iaiah, in an elegant and lively deſcription ; 
of the upright man, ſays, He fate bis bands from holding of 
ben, and, I may add, from praQtifing any kind of iniqui- 
ty The image, exceedingly beautiful, and equally expfteſ- 
fire, both illuſtrates and entorces the doctrine of this whole 
ſection.— Seth his hands, juſt as a perſon would do who 
happens to have burning coais fall into his lap, or ſome ve- _ 
145 (reature faſtening upon his fleſh, In ſuch a caſe, none 
would ſtand a moment to conſider, or to debate with bim 
ſelf the expedicncy of the thing. He would inſtantly fling. 
of the pernicious incumbrance; inſtantly ende avour to 
ne himſelf from the clinging miſchict. R XXxili. * DT 
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' NOT long ago, theſe curious productions o 
the Spring were coar/e and mil-ſhapen root, 
Had we opened the earth, and beheld them in 

their ſeed, how uncouth and contemptible had 

their appearance been But now they are the 
boaſt of Nature, the delight of the ſons of men 

_ finiſhed patterns for enamelling and embroide- 
ry, outſhining even the happieſt ſtrokes of the 

pencil. They are taught to bloom, but with a 

very inferior luſtre“*, in the richeſt tapeſtries 
and moſt magnificent ſilks. Art never attempts 
to equal their incomparable elegancies ; but 

places all her merit in copying atter theſe deli 

_ cate originals, Even thoſe who glitter in ſilver 


n 
2 Q 
or whole clothing is of wrought gold, are de Id 
ſirous to borrow additional ornaments, from Mott 

| = 
55 fprig of jeſſamine, or a little aſſemblage of pinłks j 
What a fine idea may we form, from hence us 
; of the reſurrefion of the juſt, and the ſtate off, 
their reanimated bodies! As the roots even of my 
1 have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſhing i im ror 
mediately the vey fir/t ſparks of temptation, in a variety 4 
of views: becauſe a proper behaviour, in this conjuncture a 

is of ſuch vaſt importance to the purity, the ſafcty, and the 

comfort, of our minds — Becauſe | had the rrya! moral ii er 
my eye; who, deterring his pupils from the path of tb ene 
wicked, cries, with an air of deep concern, and in the lan 3 
_ guage of vehement importunity, cries; Avorn mt, p.ſs '!- * 
it, turn from it; and paſs away, How ſtrongly is the counſen!s 
_ urged, by being ſo frequently repeated; in ſuch a remarkWhing 
_ able «verſity of conciſe and abrupt, con lequently of forcibly, oy 

and preſſing, admonitions! Prov. iv. 15. 5 
»The cowſlip ſmiles in brighter yellow dreſs' 9. " 
Than that which veils the nubil virgin's breaſt: FELL 
A fairer red ſtands bluſhing in the roſe, ide; 


Than may” which on a the N s veſtments flows 
1 10K Sol 
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our choiceſt flowers, when depoſited in the 
round, are rude and ungraceful; but, when 
I. they ſpring up into blooming life, are moſt ele- 
ini ant and ſplendid; ſo the fleſh of a faint, when 


id committed to the duſt, alas! what is it? A heap 


deer corruption; a maſs of putrefying clay But, 
NM yhcn it obeys the great Archangel's call, and 


Warts into a new exiſtence; what an aſtoniſh- 


he ng change enſues! what a moi ennobling im- 
Arovement takes place That which was ſown 
"Mio weakre/s, is raiſed in all the vivacity of powers 
"5 hat which was ſown in deformity, is raiſed in 
he bloom of celeſtial beauty. Exalted, refined, 
ud glorified, it will ſhine ** as the brightneſs 


"IF" of the firmament,” when it darts the inimi- : 
le ¶ ble blue thr ough the fleeces the inowy Heeces : 
be of ſome cleaving cloud. 

5 


death. Moſt ſafely mayeſt thou truſt thy 


tis taken down, only to be rebuilt upon a di- 


retires into the ſhadow of death, and lies im- 
ured in the gloom of the grave; it is only to 
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Fear not, then, thou faithful Chrifiies.; fear 
tot, at the appointed time, to deſcend into the 
umb. Thy /oul thou mayeſt truſt with thy om- 
potent Redeemer, who is Lo RD of the unſcen 
world ; “ who has the keys of hell, and of 


"Miciter part, in thoſe beneficent hands, which 
rere pierced with nails, and faſtened to the 
pnominious tree, for thy ſalvation.— With re- 
* ard to thy earthly tabernacle, be not diſmayed, 


iner plan, and in a more heavenly form. If 


urn, from a ſhort confinement, to endleſs 
derty. If it falls into diſſolution, it is in order 


= — — —— 
— — — 
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to riſe more illuſtrious from its ruins ; and wear 
an-infinitely brighter face of perfeQtion, and of 
glory“. 

HAVING now made my panegyric, let me 
next take up a lamentation, for theſe lovelieſt 
productions of the vegetable world —For ! 
foreſce their approaching doom. Yet a little 
while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcenes vaniſh. Yer 

alittle while, and all the ſweets of the breathing, 


all the beauties of the blooming ſpring, are no 


more. Every one of theſe amiable forms muſt 
be ſhrivelled to deformity, and troden to the 


earth. Significant reſemblance this of all crea- 


ted beauty. All fleſh is graſs ; like the green her- 
bage, liable and prone to fade. Nay, all the 

goodlineſs thereof, its fineſt accompliſhments, 
and what the world univerſally admires, is a; 
the flower of the field +, which loſes its gloſs, de. 
cays and periſhes, more ſpeedily than the graſs 


itſclf — Behold chen, ye brighteſt among the 
daughters of Eve; behold yourſclves in this 
glaſs.” See the charms of your perſon eclipſed 


by the luſtre of theſe little flowers; and the 
frailty of your fate repreſented by their tran- 


ſient glories f. A fever may fcorch thole po: 


Ihe wiſe, the juſt, the pious, and the brave, 
Live in their deaths, and flouriſh from the grave, 
Grain hid in earth, repays the peaſant's care, 
And ev'ning-ſuns but ſet to rife more fair. 
+ Tja xl. 6 | | 
INI To podov k egi, nou o xpovog aulo Lapeer 
Ka. To 1a LuUAALV Fouvy ty Hp, x0 TA A Yeprt 
At ux To 4pivoy tf1, wapaivela avixe aunty 
A Jt x AEUKN, L TAKE] Ee wa xby 
Ka xXANA9G xANGY i T0 raid nov, c eniyovtn. 
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lied veins; a conſumption may emaciate the 
dimpling cheeks; and a load of unexpected 
ſorrows depreſs thoſe lively ſpirits. Or ſhould 
meſe diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame; 
Jet age, incxorable age and wrinkles, will «6 
1} furedly come at laſt; will wicher all the fine 
e features, and blaſt every ſprightly grace. 
4 Then, ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are 
„ darkened, 87 ſink in their orbs; when they are 
51 rolling 1 in agonies, or ſwimming i in death; ho w 


The reader will excuſe me, it 1 i mitate, rather than tronf- : 
le late, theſe lines from I/eecritus, if I vary one image, add 5 
. wother, and give a new turn to the whole. 


r When ſnows deſcend, and robe the fields 
he In Winter's bright array; 
Touched by the tun, the luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away. 


When Spring appears; when violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich perſume; | 
| How ſoon the fragrance breathes its laſt! | 
Ho ſhort-liv'd is the bloom | 


Freſh in the morn, the  ſummer-roſe 
Hangs with'ring ere 'tis noon ; 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift 
hut mourn the pleature gone. 
n. With gliding fire, an evening ſtar 
| Sͤtteaks the autumnal ſkies ; 
Shook from the ſphere, it darts away, 
And, in an inſtant, dies. 
Such are the charms that fluſh the cheek, 
And ſparkle in the cye: 
So, from the lovely-finith'd form 
I be tranſient graces fly. 
To this the ſeaſons, as they roll, | 
Their atteſtation bring: . 55 | 
They warm the fair; their ev * round 5 : 


Confirms the truth l ling. 
| Vor. I. e S 
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unſpotted whiteneſs muſt quickly be tarniſhed, 


will you ſuſtain the affliction? how will you re- 


pair the loſs? — Apply your thoughts to religiin. 


Attend to the one thing needful, Believe in, Io 
and imitate, the bleſſed Jes us. Then ſhall your g. 
ſouls mount up to the realms of happineſs, when v 


the well-propo: tioned clay is mingling with its Wl a 
mean original. The light of GoD's countenance ¶ it 
will irradiate, with matchleſs and conſummate WM it 


perfection, all their exalted faculties, Cleanſed IM tt 


entirely from every dreg of corruption, like Hot 


ſome unſullied mirror, they will reflect the com- YM th 
plete image of their Creator's holineſs.— O! I. 


that you would thus dreſs your minds, and pre- In 
pare for the immortal ſtate ! Then, from ſhin- W fu 
ing among your fellow-creatures on earth, you W ar 
hall be tranſlated, to ſhine around the throne m 
_ of Gor, Then, from being the ſweeteners of 
bur life, and the delight of our eyes here be- MW pl 
low; you ſhall paſs, by an eaſy tranſition, into 0 
angels of light; and become © an everlaſting W ne 
„ excellency, the joy of all generations.“ gr 
Ns, ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay—W ip 
Vonder /ily, that looks like the queen of the co 


gay creation, —ſee, how gracefully it erects its I th 


majeſtic head! What an air of dignity and gran -· N vc 
deur ennobles its aſpect ! For elevated mien, as fic 
well as for incomparable luſtre, juſtly may it 
be preferred to the magnificent Monarch of 
the Faſt *. But, all ſtately and charming as it is, 


it will hardly ſurvive a few more days. That 


und the ſnowy form defiled in the duſt. | 
ER : * Matjb, vi. 29. | 


PP. na ein, © tl ae Tore noe = 


As the lily leaſes, with the noble ſimplicity 


„Jof its appearance; the tulip 1 is admired, for the 
c © gaicty and multiplicity of its colours. Never 


was cup either painted or enamelled with ſuch 


a profuſion of dyes. Its tinges are fo glowing, 
e is contraſts fo ſtrong, and the arrangement of 
e © then both fo elegant and artful |—”PF'was lately 
d Ml the pride of the border, and the reigning beauty 


e Jof the delightful ſcaſon ; as exquititely fine as 
1- che rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tranſient. 
)! W it ipread, for a little moment, its glittering plu- 
mage; but has, now, laid all its variegated and 


are blended, alas! e blended vieh comman 
mould. 


grance, fo peculiarly rich and reviving, tran- 


— & fpires from its opening tufts, that every one 


he W covers its acquaintance. How have I ſeen eren 


its MY the accompliſhed Clariſſa, for whom ſo many 
an- JLotaries languiſh, fondly careſſing this little 
as flower! That lovely boſom, which is the ſeat 
it Not innocence and virtue; whoſe leaſt excel? 
of lency it is to rival the delicacy of the pureſt 


ſnows; among a thouſand charms of its owa, 
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ſuperior honours down. Thoſe radiant ſtripes 


To a graceful ſhape, and blooming com- 
plex ion, the reſe adds a moſt agreeable perfume. 
Our noſtrils make it repeated viſits, and are 
never weary of drinking in its ſweets. A fra- 


—— — net» 4 
7) —— — 


thinks it poſſible to adopt another from the 
damaſk roſe- bud. Yet even this univerſal fa- 
vourite muſt fail. Its native balm cannot pre- 
ſerve it from putrefaction. Soon, ſoon, mult. 
it ben all choſe N qualities; and babs 
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neglected on its ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to the 


ground, 


One could with werdinks;: theſe moſt ami. | 


able of the inanimate race a longer exiſtence: 
but in vain. They fade almoſt as ſoon as they 
Fouriſh. Within leis than a month their glories 


are extinct. Let the ſun take a few more jour- 


neys through the iky; then viſit this enchant- 
ing walk; and you will find nothing but a 
wretched ren of ragged or naked ſtalks, 
But (my foul exults in the thought) the gar- 


ment of celeſtial glory, which ſhaltere long array | 


the reanimated body, will never wax old. The 
| 3lluſtrious robes of aSaviour's conſummate r1g he 


tcouſneſs, which even now adorn the juſtified | 
| ſpirit, are incorruptible and immortal. No moth 
can corrode their texture ; no number of ages | 


_ tully their brightneſs. The light of day may 


be quenched, and all the ſtars fink in obſcurity; |} 


but the honours of“ juſt men made perfect“ 


are ſubject to no diminution. Inextinguiſhable 
and unfading is the luſtre of their crown. _ 
Tes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay.— | 
Winter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible con- 


queror, that carries fire and {word wherever 
he advances; that demoliſhes towns; depopu- 
lates countries; ſpreads {laughter and delola- 
tion on every ſide; —ſo, juit fo, will Minter, 
with his ſavage and unrelenting blaſts, invade 
this beautiful proſpect. The ſtorms are gather- 


ing, and the tempeſts muſtering their rage, io 


fall upon the vegetable kingdoms. They will 
ravage chr Rouge the dominions of F Nature 3 and 


= wo Ov 
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verdant apparel; and, ye fields, be ſpoiled of 


our waving treaſures. Then, the Earth, diſro- 
bed of all her gay attire, muſt fit in fables, like 
a diſconſolate widow. The Sun too, who now 
rides in triumph round the world, and ſcatters 


gaiety from his radiant eye, will then look 
faintly from the windows of the ſouth; and, 


caſting a ſhort glance on our dejected world, - 

will leave us to the uncomfortable gloom of 
tedious nights, —'Then, theſe pretty choriſters 5 
of the air will chant no more to the gentie 
gales; the lark, the linnet, and all the feather- 

ed ſongſters, abandon their notes, and indulge 5 
their woes. The harmony of the woods is at 
an end; and filence, (unleſs it be interrupted 
by howling winds), a ſullen filence, fits brood- 
ing upon the boughs ; which are now made vo- 


cal, by a thouſand warbling throats. 


But (ſweet recollection ! raviſhing exp: cta- 


tion !) the /ongs of ſaints in light never admit 
of a pauſe for ſadneſs. All heaven will refound 


with the melody of their gratitude; and all 


eternity echo to their triumphant acclamationrss KB 
The Hallelujahs of that world, and the harmo- 
nious joy of its inhabitants. will be as laſting as 
the divine perfections they celebrate, Come 
then, holy love, and tune my heart; deſcend, 
celeſtial fire, and touch my tongre ; that | may 


ſtand ready to ſtrike up, and bear my part, in 
that great hoſanna, that cverlaſting hymn. 


I 965; ge Joerg nations, e muſt al | de. 
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plunder her riches, and lay waſte her charms. 
Then, ye trees, muſt you ſtand ſtript of your 
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cay.— And, indeed, could you add the ſtrength 


of an oak, or the ſtability of a pyramid *, to all the 
delicacy of your texture; yet ſhort, exceeding 
ſhort, even then would your duration be. For 
I. ſee that all things come to an end. The pillars of 
Nature are tottering. The foundations of the 
round world are falling away. The heavens 
* themſelves wax old like a garment.“— But, 
amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our 
refuge; this is our conſolation; We know that 
our Redeemer liveth. Thy years, bleſſed JIEsus, 
hall not fail. From everlaſting to everlaſting 
thou art ſtill the ſame; the ſame moſt excellent 
and adorable perſon ; the ſame omnipotent and 
faithful friend; the ſame all-ſufficieat and in- 


_ eſtimable portion. O! may we but partake of 
thy merits ; be ſanctified by thy grace; and re- 


_ ceived into thy glory !—Then periſh, if ye will, 


all inferior delights, Let all that is /p/ended in | 


»I know not any performance, in which the tra»/itrry | 
nature of theſe moſt durable monuments of human gran- } 
dleur, is hinted with ſuch a modeſt air of inſttuction, or 


their hideous ruin deſcribed in ſuch a pomp of pleaſing hor- 


ror, as in a ſmall, but ſolemn, pictureſque, and majeſtic 
poem, entitled THS Ruins oF Roux, written by the 


Rev Mr, DYER: whom the reader (if he has the pleaſure 


of peruſing that beautiful piece) will eafily perceive to have | 


taken his draughis from the rig,] theinſelves; as nothing 
but the ſight of thoſe magnificent remains could have in- 
_  ſpired his lines with ſuch vivacity.—As a ſpecimen of the 
Work, and a confirmation of the remark ſuggeſted above, 
lake leave to tranſcribe the following pailaye : 
| ———— The pigrim oft, | 
At deid of right, mid his oraiſon hears 


«« Agaſt the voice of Time, difparting tow'rs 
„„ Tumblins, al! precipuate down daſh'd, 


„ Rattlyg around, loud thund'ring to the moon.“ 
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the ſkies expire ; and all that is amiable in na- 
ture be expunged. Let the whole extent of 
creation be turned again into one undiſtinguiſh- 
able void, one univerſal blank, —Yet, if God 
be ours, we ſhall have enough. If Gop be 
ours, we ſhall have all, and abound * ; all that 


our circumſtances can want, or ole wiſhes _ 


crave, to make us inconceivably. bleſſed and 
happy; bleſſed and happy, not only through 
this little interval of time, but through the 
unmeaſurable revolutions of eternity. #58 
THE /un is now come forth in his ſtrength, i 
and beats fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe.— 
Let me retire to yonder inviting arr. There 


the woodbines retain the lucid drop; there the 


jeſſamines, which line the verdant alcove, are 
ſtill impearled, and deliciouſly wet with dews. 
— Welcome, ye refreſhing ſhades ! I feel, I feel 
your cheering influence, My languid ſpirits 


revive; the ſlackened finews are new- ſtrung 3 


and Life bounds briſker rouge: all her crim- 
ſon channels. | 
Reclined on this moſly couch, and bund 
ed by this fragrant coldneſs, let me renew my 
aſpirations to the ever-preſent Deity, Here let 
me remember, and imitate, the pious Zuguftine, 
and his mother Monica; who, being engaged 
in diſcourſe on the beauties of the viſible crea- 
tion, roſe, by theſe ladders, to the glorics of the 
inviſible ſtate; till they were inſpir ed with the 


» His hand the good man tons: on the ſkies, 
And Mos cart roll, nor ſcels the idle whitll. | 
Ee Ni; - Thug, No w. 
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moſt affecting ſenſe of their ſupereminent ex- 
cellency, and actuated with the moſt ardent 
breathings after their full enjoyment : infomuch 
that they were almoſt rapt up into the bliſs they 
contemplated ; and ſcarce * knew whether they 
« were in the body, or out of the body.” 

WHEN tempeſis toſs the ocean; when plaintive 
fignals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing 
deep; and melancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come 
floating on the foaming ſurge ; then how de- 
lightful to ſtand ſafe on ſhore, and hug one's 

ſelf in conſcious ſecurity * !—When a glut of 
waters burſts trom ſome mighty torrent, ruſhes 
headlong over all the neighbouring pliins, 
| ſweeps away the helpleſs cattle, and drives the 
affrighted ſhepherd from his hut; then, from 


the top ot a diſtant eminence, to deſcry the 


danger we need not fear; how pleaſing!—Such, 
methinks, is my preſent fi tuation. For now the 
ſun blazes from on high; the air glows with 
his fire; the fields are rent with chinks ; the 
roads are ſcorched to duſt; the woods fem 
to contract a ſickly aſpect, and a ruſſet hue: 
the traveller, broiled as he rides, haſtens to his 
inn, and intermits his journey; the labourer, 
bathed in ſweat, drops the ſithe. and defilts from 


* As Lucretius gave the hint for ibo obſervactons ſo 
he 2 the reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified. It ariſes, not 
from the conſiderations of another's miſery ; this would ar- 


. gue the rankeſt malevolence : but from the agreeable con- 


 templation of our own perſonal /afety ; which, white we 

vie w eiteumſtances that are pernicions to others, but harm- 

leſs to ourſelves, is not a little heightened by the contralt, 
Stave mari , &c. 


di 
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his work; the cattle flee to ſome ſhady covert, 
or elſe pant and toſs under the burning noon. 
Even the ſtubborn rock, ſmit with the piercin 
beams, is ready to cleave. All things tk b 
bencath the dazzling deluge, — While I ſhall 
enjoy a cool hour. and calm reflection, amidſt 
the gloom of this bowery receſs, which ſcarce 
admits one ſpeck of ſunſhine. . 

Thus, may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, 5 
dwell beneath the defence of the Moſt High, and 
abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty *. Then, 
though the peſtilence walketh in darkneſs, and 
the /ickne/s deſtroyeth at noon-day ; though 
thouſands fall beſide us, and ten thouſands at 
our right hand; we_need fear no evil. Either 
the deſtroying angel ſhall paſs over our houſes ; 
or elſe he ſhall diſpenſe the corrections of a 
friend, not the ſcourges of an enemy; which, 
inſtead of hurting us, ſhall work for our good. 
—Then, though Pryfaneneſs and Infidelity, far 
more malignant evils, breathe deadly contagion, 
and taint the morals of multitudes around us; 
yet, if the great Father of ſpirits ** hide us in 
« the hollow of his hand,” we ſhall hold faſt 
our integrity, and be faithful unto death. 

Let then, deareſt Lon pb, O! let thy ſervant, 
and the people committed to his care, be received ; 
into thy protection. Let us take ſanctuary un- 
der that Tree of Life, erected in thy ignominious 
croſs, Let us fly tor Kaen to that City of Re- 


* P/al. xci. 1. 
+ This was written, when a very infe@tions and mortal 
diſtemper 3 in the neighbourhood. Fe, 
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Juge, opened in thy bleeding wounds. Theſe 
| ſhall be a ſacred hiding place, not to be pierced 
by the flames of divine wrath, or the fiery darts 
ot temptation. Thy dying merits, and perfect 
obedience, ſhall be to our fouls, as rivers of 
water in a dry place, or, as the ſhadow of a great 
rock in a weary land*, 
BU moſt of all, in that laf trememdens day, 
7 when the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrap- 
ped up like a ſcroll; when thy almighty arm ſhall 
_ arreſt the ſun in his career, and daſh to pieces 
the ſtructure of the univerſe; when the dead, 
both ſmall and great, ſhall be gathered before 
the throne of thy glory; and the fates of all 
mankind hang on the very point of a final ir. 


_ reverſible dedfion then, bleſſed JEsvs, let us 
be owned by thee, and we ſhall not be ah ,; 


defended by thee, and we ſhall not be afraid, 


O! may we, at that awful, that unutterably im- 


portant juncture, be covered with the w ings of 
thy redeeming love, and we ſhall behold all the 
horrible convulſions of expiring Nature with 
_ compoſure, with comfort. We ſhall even wel- 
come the diſſolution of all things, as the times 
of refreſhing from the preſence of the Lok pf. 

_ THERE are, I perceive, who till attend the 


flowers; and, in defiance ot the ſun, ply their 


Vork on every expanded bloſſom. The bee: | 

mean; that nation of chymiſts! to whom Na- 

ture has communicated the rare and valuable 

| ſecret, of enriching themſelves, without impo- 

veriſhing others who extract the moſt delici- 
F * J/a. XXIII. 2. + Afts Trh 19. 
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ous trims from every fragrant herb, bert 
wounding its ſubſtance, or diminiſhing its 
odours,—lI take the more notice of theſe inge- 
pious operators, becauſe I would willingly make 
them my pattern *. While the gay butterfly flut- 
ters her painted wings, and fips a little fantaſtic 
delight, only for the preſent moment; while 
the gloomy ſpider, worſe idly buſied, is pre- 
paring his infidious nets for defirutions: or 
- BE ſucking venom even from the moſt wholeſome. 
plants; this frugal community are wiſely em- 
8 ployed i in providing for futurity, and collecting 
„ Ja copious ſtock of the moſt balmy treaſures. 
e And, O! might theſe meditations ſink into 
my foul 1 would the Gop, who ſuggeſted each 
heavenly thought, vouchſafe to convert it into 
an e/tabliſhed principle, to determine all my in- 
clinations, and regulate my whole conduct! 1 
ſhould, then, gather advantages from the ſame | 
blooming objects, more precious than your gol- 
den ſtores, ye induſtrious Artiſts. I alſo ſhould 
go home, laden with the 7icheft fveets, and the 


K 3 


|. Jaſingle flower my own.), 

cs HERE I behold, aſſembled in one » view, al- 
moſt all the various beauties which have been 

ne ſeverally entertaining my imagination. Ihe vi- 


nobleſt ſpoils, though I crop not a leaf, nor call — 


ir © fas, ſtruck through an ancient wood, or form- 
ed by rows of venerable elms; conducting thjʒe 


FR IgE” s obſervation to ſome remarkable ob- | 


o- by 95 — — © Ego apis matinæ 
n : „More modoque 


ci be rata 9 tbyma.“ e Hor, 
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ject ; or leading the traveller's footſteps to this 
_ delightful ſeat : —The walls, enriched with fruit. 

trees, and faced with a covering of their leafy 
extenſions; I ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with 
different picces of Nature's nobleſt tapeſtry ;— 
The walks, neatly ſhorn, and lined with ver. 
dure; or finely ſmoothed, and coated with gra- 
vel: ;—The alleys, arched with ſhades, to em- 
| bower our noon-tide repoſe; or, thrown open 
for the free acceſſion of air, to invite us to our 
evening recreation,—The decent edgings of box, 
which incloſe, like a plain ſelvage, each beauti- 
ful compartment, and its ſplended figures :— 
The ſhapely evergreens, and flowering ſbrubs, 
which ſtrike the eye, and appear with peculiar 
| dignity, in this diſtant fituation :—The baſon, 
with its cryſtal fount, floating in the centre, and 
diffuſing an agreeable freſhneſs through the 
whole: — The waters, falling from a remote 
caſcade, and gently murmuring, as they flow 


along the pebbles :—The/e, added to the reſt, 
and all ſo diſpoſed, that each recommends and 


endears each ; render'the whole a moſt ſweet ra- 
viſhing ſcene of order and variety of elegance 
and magnificence. ' 

From ſo many lovely proſpeds, cluſtering 


upon the ſight, it is ĩimpoſſible not to be remind -· 


ed of heaven, that world of bliſs, thoſe regions 
olf light, where the Lamb that was ſlain mani- 
feſts his beatific preſence, and his ſaints live 
for evermore.—But, O! what pencil can ſketch 
out a draught of that goodly land? What co- 
lours, or what OS can expreſs the ſ) PICO 


or 
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of IMMANUEL's kingdom! Would ſome cele- 
ſtial hand draw aſide the veil, but for one mo- 
ment; and permit us to throw a ſingle glance 
on thoſe divine abodes; how would all ſublunary 
poſſeflions become tarniſhed in our eyes, and 
grow flat upon our taſte ! A glimpſe, a tran- 


ent glimpfe, of thoſe unutterable beatitudes, 
would captivate our fouls, and engroſs all their 
UB faculties. Eden itſelf, after ſuch a viſion, would 
appear a cheerleſs deſert: and all enen 
H 


intolerable deformity. 
Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou 
city f Gor ®, Volumes have been written, and 
thote by inſpired men, to diſplay the wonders | 
of thy perfections. All that is rich and reſplen- 
dent in the viſible creation has been called in 


dio aid our conceptions, and elevate our ideas. 
But, indeed, no tongue ean utter, no pen can 

te deſer ibe, no fancy can imagine, what Gop, of 

WY his unbounded munificence, has prepared for 
5 them that love him.—Sccing then that all rer= _ 
5 


reſtrial things muſt come to a ſpeedy end; and 
there remaineth a reſt, a bliſsful and everlaſt- 

ing reſt, for the people of Gop; let me never 

be too fondly attached to any preſent {atisfac- 
tons, Weaned from whatever is temporal, may 
I maintain a ſuperior indifference for ſuch tran- 
fitory enjoyments ! but long, long carneſtly, for 
the manſions that are above, the paradiſe, 
„ which the LoR D hath planted, and not man.” 
Thither may I tranſmit the chief of my conver- 


1 N Pſal. IX xvii. >" 
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 fation ; ; and from thence expect the whole of 
my happineſs. Be that the ſacred, powerful 
magnet, which ever influences my heart, ever 
attracts my affections. There are ſuch tranſcen. 


dent glories, as eye has not ſeen; there are ſuch | 


tranſporting pleaſures, as ear has not heard; 
There is ſuch a fulneſs of joys, as the thought 
of man cannot conceive. 

INTO that conſummate felicity, thoſe eter- 


nal fruitions, permit me, Madam, to wiſ you, 


in due time, an abundant entrance; and to aſſure 


you, that this wiſh is breathed, with the ſame. 


| fincerity and ardour, for my honoured corre · 
i Won dent, 1 as it is, n tor | 


Your moſt obedient, &c. 


James HERVET. 


END OF THE REFLECTIONS, Cc. 
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+ "SM ſkies it form'd, and yet it bled for me. 
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page 210, he will find me engaged, by a pro- 


N the reader pleaſes to look back, on 
miſſory note, to ſubjoin a DESCANT bo cred 


CRE ATION. 


To know the love of dne to have ſuch . 
a deep apprehenſion of his unſpeakable kind-. 
neſs, as may produce in our hearts an adoring 
gratitude, and an unfeigned faith ; this, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's eftimare, is the . and 


happieſt attainment in the ſacred ſcience of 


Chriſtianity “. What follows, is an attempt to 


aſſiſt the attentive mind, in learning a line or 
wo of that beſt and greateſt leſſon. It intro- 


duces the moſt conſpicuous parts of the viſible 
yſtem a as ſo many prompters to our dull e 


| * Eph. i iii. I 


- Night-Thegher, N IV. 
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tions; each ſuggeſting a hint, adapted to the 
important occaſion, and ſuited to-its retportive 


character. 


Can there be a more el incentive to 
devout gratitude, than to conſider the magni- 
ficent and delicate ſcenes of the univerſe, with 
A particular reference to CHRIST, as the Crea- 
tor? - Every object, viewed in this light, will 


jurely adminifter inceſſant recruits to the lan- 


guiſhing lamp of divine love. Every production 


in Nature will ſtrike a ſpark into the ſoul; and 
the whole creation concur to raiſe the ſmoking | 


flax into a flame. 
Can any thing i impart a ſtronger jay to the 
believer, or more effectually confirm his faith 
in the crucified Jesus, than to behold the hea- 
vens declaring his glory, and the firmament 
thewing his handy- work? Surely, it muſt he 
matter of inexpreſſiole conſolation to the poor 
ſinner, to obſerve the honours of his Redee- 


mer, written with en, over all the face 


5 of the world. | 
We delight to read an account of our incar- 


nate JEHOYAH, as he is revealed in the books 
of Moſes and the prophets, as he is dif} played in 


the writings of the evangeliſts and apoſtles. Let 
us alſo endeavour to ſee a ſketch of his perfec- 

tions, as they ſtand delineated in that itat: ly 
volume, where every leaf is a ſpacious plain, 
 —every line a flowing brook every pericd a 
lofty mountain. 

Should any of my readers be unexerciſed in 
Such ſpeculations, I beg leave (in puriuance of 
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my promiſe) to preſent them with a Seam; ; 

or to offer a clue, which may poſfibly lead their 

minds into this moſt i improving and delightful = 

train of thinking. 

Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidi- 
| Bl ty of the following obſervations, or to condemn. 
chem, as the voice of Rant, and the lawleſs flight 
of Fancy; I muſt entreat ſack: perſons to recol- 
lect, that the grand doctrine, the hinge on 
which they all turn, is warranted and eſtabliſhed 
by the unanimous teſtimony of the inſpired 
penmen; who frequently celebrate IMMA-= _ 
NUEL, or CHRIST JESUS, as the great al- 
mighty Cauſe of all; aſſuring us, that al things 
were created by him, and for him; ; and that i in him : 
all things conſiſt *. 5 
On ſuch a ſubject, what is wonderful, is far 

from being extravagant. To be wonderful, is 
the inſeparable characteriſtic of Gop and his 
works; eſpecially, of that moſt diſtinguiſhed 
and glorious event of the divine works, RE- 
DEMPTION ; ſo glorious, that © all the mi- 
« racles in Egypt, and the marvellous: acts in 
the field of Zoan ;” all that the Jewi/b annals 
kave recorded, or the human ear has heard; 
all dwindle into trivial events, are ſcarce wor- 
thy to be remembered +, in compariſon of this 


. 2 
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ly infinitely grand and infinitely gracious tranſ- 
» JJ ition.—Kindled, therefore, into pleaſing aſto- 
* JT vithment, by ſuch a lurvey, let me give full 
in 1 Cal. J. 18, FE Before my reader enters upon the fol- 


of M loving Deſeans, he 1 is 5 defired 10 peruſc the Des page 176. | 


1 I/a. Xii. 18. py 
N 
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ſcope to my meditations. Let me pour out my 
whole ſoul on the boundleſs ſubject; not much 


regarding the limits, whieh cold criticiſm, or 
_ colder unbelief, might preſcribe. 


O YE Angels, that ſurround the throne ; ye 


| princes of heaven, that excel in ſtrength,” 
and are clothed with tranſcendent brightneſs : 
He, who placed you in thoſe ſtations of exalt- 
ed honour, and dignified your nature with ſuch 
illuſtrious endowments: He, whom you all 
obey, and all adore : HE took not on him the 


angelic form, but was made fleſh, and found 


In faſhion as a man, Like us wretched mortals, 


He was ſubject to wearineſs, pain, and every 


inficmity, ſin only excepted; — that we might, 
one day, be raiſed to your ſublime abodes ; be 
adopted into your bliſsful ſociety ; and join 
with your tranſported choir, in giving glory to 


HIM that fitteth upon the throne, and to the 


5 LAMB for ever and ever *. 


OYE Heavens, whole azure arches viſe im- | 


7 l high, and ſtretch unmeaſurably wide; 
ſtupendous amphitheatre! amidſt whoſe vaſt ex- 


panſive circuit, orbs of the moſt dreadful gran» | 


deurare perpetually running their amazing races; 


unfathomable depths of æther! where worlds 
unnumbered float; and, to our limited ſight, 


worlds unnumbered are loſt: — He, who adjuſt- 
ed your dimenſions with his ſpan, and formed 
the magnificent ſtructure with his word: HE 
was once wrapt in ſwaddling- clothes, and laid in 

a e that the benefits accruing. to his 


5 * Rev, v. 13. 


their duration, with eternity. 


YE Stars, that beam with inextinguiſhable 


brilliancy through the midnight-ſky ; oceans 


of flame, and centres of worlds, though ſeem - 


ingly little points of light !—He who ſhone, 


with eſſential effulgence, innumerable ages be- 


fore yourtwinkling tapers werekindled; and will 


ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and beauty when 
your places in the firmament ſhall be known 


no more: HE was involved, for many years, 
in the deepeſt obſcurity ; ; lay concealed in the 
contemptible city Nazareth; lay diſguiſed un- 


der the mean habit of a carpenter's ton ;—that 
he might plant the heavens®, as it were, with 


new conſtellations; and array theſe clods of 
earth, theſe houſes of clay, with a radiancy far 


ſuperior to yours; a radiancy, which will adorn 
the very heaven of heavens, when you ſhall va- 
niſh away like ſmoke f; or Expire. as momen- | 


tary f. parks fr om the {mitten ſteel. 
Ig. li. 16. 


+ Alluding to a paſſage in Iaiah, which; 10 Think; —_ 15 


and elevated beyond all compariſon. —Lift up your eyes to 


' the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens ſhall 


vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the earth ſuall wax old like a garment, 


and they that dwell therein ſpall die like the feeble inſet: but 
my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my ſalvation ſhall not be 


aboliſhed, Iſa. li. 6.— With the great Vitringa, I tranſlate the 


words 122 JÞ, not, in Ike manner, but, like the feeble inſet. _ 
Which renders the perzod more complete; the ſenſe more 
emphatical; and is morc agreeabic to the gender of the ſa- 


cred original, 
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people, through his moſt meritorious humilia- 
tion, might have no other meaſure of their 
value than immenſity ; might run parallel, in 


„ —— 2 ah 26 
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coMxxs, that ſometimes ſhoot into the il 
: mitable tracts of æther, farther than the diſ. 
cernment of our eye is able to follow; ſome- 
times return from the long excurſion, and 

ſweep our affrighted hemiſphere with your 


enormous fiery train; that ſometimes make 


near approaches to the ſun, and burn almoſt 


in his immediate beams; ſometimes retire to 


the remoteſt diſtance, and freeze, for ages, in 
the exceſlive rigours of winter : He, who, at 
his ſovereign pleaſure, withdraws the blazing 
vonder; or leads forth the portentous ſtranger, 
1 to ſhake terror over guilty kingdoms; HE was 


overwhelmed with the moſt ſhocking amaze- | 
ment, and plunged into the deepeſt anxiety; 
was chilled with apprehenſions of fear, and 


| ſcorched by the flames of avenging wrath ;— 
that I, and other depraved rebellious creatures, 
| might not be eternally agitated with the ex- 
tremes of jarring paſſions; oppoſite, yet, on 


either fide, tormenting; far more tormenting | 


to the ſoul than the ſevereſt degrees of your 
heat and cold to the human ſenſe. _ 
VE Planets, that, winged with unimaginable 
ſpeed, traverſe the regions of the fky; ſome- 
times climbing millions and millions of miles 
above, ſometimes deſcending as far below, the 
great axle of your motions : ye, that are fo mi- 
nutely faithful to the viciſſitudes of day and 
night; ſo exactly punctual in bringing on the 
changes of your reſpective ſeaſons : — He, who 
launched you, at firſt, from his mighty arm; 
who ee impels you with ſuch wonder 


e 
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ful rapidity, and guides you with ſuch perfect re- 
gularity ; who fixes the habitation of his holi- 
neſs, and his glory,” infinite heights above your 
ſcanty rounds: HE once became a helpleſs 
infant, ſojourned in our inferior world, fled 
from the periecutor's tword, and wandered as 
a ſtranger in a foreign land ;—that he might 
lead our feet into the way of peace; that he 
might bring us aliens near to Gop, bring us 
exiles. home to heavers ht hn 
THOU Sun, mexhauſted ſource of light, and 
heat, and comfort! without whoſe picſence 


an univerſal gloom would enſue, and horror in- 


ſupportable; who, without the aſſiſtance of any 
other fire, theddeſt day through a thouſand 
realms; and, not confining thy muniticence to 
realms only, extendeſt thy enlightening in- 
fluences to furrounding worlds: prime chcerer 
of the animal, and great enlivener of the vege- 
table tribes ! fo beautiful in thyſelf, fo beneficial 
in thy effects, that erring Heathens addrefied 
thee with adorations, and miſtook thee for thx 
Maker !—He, who filled thy orb with a pro- 
fuſion of luſtre ; luſtre, in its direct emanations, 
unſufferably bright, but, rebated by thy reflec- 
tion, delightfully mild : He, before whom thy 
meridian iplendours are but a ſhade ; whole love 
transfuſed into thy heart, is infinitely more ex- 
hilarating than even the ſweet and clear ſhin- 


ing after the rain :—HE diveſted himſelf of his 


all-rranſcending diſtinctions, and drew a veil 
over the effulgence of his divinity ; that, by 
ſpeaking to us, face to face, as a man ſpeaketh 
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unto his friend, he might diſpel our intellee- 
tual darkneſs. His“ viſage was marred “,“ and 
he became the ſcorn of men, the outcaſt of the 
people; that, by this manifeſtation of his un- 
| Utterably tender regard for our welfare, he 
might diffuſe many a gleam of joy through our 
dejected minds: that, in another ſtate of things, 


he might clothe even our fallen nature with 


the honours of that magnificent luminary ; and 
give all the righteous to ſhine forth as the ſun, 
in the kingdom of their Father. 
— THOU Men, that walkeſt among the hoſt of 
ſtars, and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior 
to them all: fair Ruler of the night! ſometimes 
half reſtoring the day with thy waxing bright- 
| nefs; ſometimes waning into dimneſs, and ſcarce- 
ly ſcattering the nocturnal gloom ; ſometimes 
covered with ſackcloth, and alarming the gazing 
_ nations !—He, who drefles thy opake globe in 
; beaming, but borrowed ſilver; He, whoſe dig- 
_ nity is unchangeable, underived, and all his 
_ _ own: HE vouchſafed to wear a body of clay, 


| He was content to appear as in a bloody eclipſe, 


corn of his reſplendent beams, and ſurround— 
ed with a night of horror, which knew not 


one reviving ray.— Thus has he impowered his 


church, and all believers, to tread the moon 


under their feet. Hence, inſpired with the 


hope of brighter glory, and of more enduring 


bliſs, are they enabled to triumph over all the 


vain anxieties, and vainer amuſements, of this 
ſublunary, precarious, mutable world. 


Ed "us li. Is f New. zii. I, 


YE Thunders, that, awfully grumbling in the 


diſtant clouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, 

and form the firſt eflays of a far more fright-= 
ful peal; or, ſuddenly burſting over our heads, 
rend the vault above, and ſhake the ground be- 
low, with the hideous, horrid crack: ye, that 
ſend your tremendous volleys from pole to 

pole, ſtartling the ſavage herds“, and aſtoniſh- 
ing the human race: —He, who permits Terror 
to ſound her trumpet, in your deep, prolong- 

ed, enlarging, aggravated roar: HE uttered a 


feeble infantile cry 1n the ſtable, and ſtrong ex- 


piring groans on the accurſed tree :—that he 
might, in the gentleſt accents, whiſper peace to 
our ſouls; and, at length, tune our voices 2 


the melody of heaven. 


0 YE Lightnings, that brood, IV] REY - 
ant, in the ſulphureous vapours: that glance, 
with forked fury. from the angry gloom, ſwifter 


and fiercer than the lion ruſhes from his den; 


or open into vaſt expanſive ſheets of flame, 
ſublimely waved over the proſtrate world, and 
tearfully lingering in the frighted ſkies : ye, 

that formerly laid in aſhes the licentions abodes 
of luſt and violence, that will, ere long, ſet on 
fire the elements. and co-operate in the confla- 
gration of the globe :—He, who kindles your 
flaſh, and direcs you when to ſally, and where 


to ſtrike; He, who commiſſions your whirling 
bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare: HE re- 


ſigned his ſacred perſon to the moſt barbarous 
. ; ſubmitted his beneficent hands t o 


8 Oe XIix. bas 
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the ponderous hammer, and the piercing nail; 
yea, with-held not his heart, his very heart, 
from the ſtab of the executioner's ſpear, and in. 
ſtead of flaſhing confuſion on his outrageous 
tormentors; inſtead of ſtriking them dead to the 
earth, or plunging them dead to hell with his 
frown; He cried—in his laſt moments, and with 
his agonizing lips, Hecried, FATHER, FoORG1ve 
THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY 
Do !—O! what a pattern of patience for his 
ſaints! What an object of admiration for angels! 
What a conſtellation of every mild, amiable, and 


benign virtue; ſhining, in this hour of darkneſs, 


with ineffable ſplendour and beauty * !—Hence, 


2 N * One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the 7iſinge- 


nuous temper, and perverſe taſte, of Celſus; who attempts to 
turn this moſt diſtinguiſhing and ornamental part of our 
_ Loxd's life into ridicule and reproach. —Having ſpoken of 
CHR1ST, as deſpitefully uſed, and arrayed in a purple robe; 
crowned with thorns; and holding, by way of mock majeſty, 
a reed inſtead of a ſceptre, (for he enters into all theſe cir- 
_cumſtances, which is a teſtimony to their truth even from 
the mouth of an enemy); be adds, —T: vx, „ u pe, 


A vuv uv Itov T1 exidtinvulat; nai Tr; ae xuyrs Taving ta 


70 put Ja, xo Tos vEpitovrag tig tàvſo Ts xa Toy wolera $ix2 10; 
- OR16. contra CELS. p. 81. i. e. Why, in tle name of wonder, 
does he not, on this occaſion at leaſt, aft the Go p? Why des be nat 
deliver himſelf from this ſhocking ignomy ; or execute ſome j17nal 
Tengeance on the authors of ſuch 1njurious and abufive inſu!ts, both 
of himſelf and his Father ? —Why, Ce!ſus ? Becauſe HE was 
meekneſs and gentleneſs ftſelf; whereas your deitics were 
MNaves to their own turbulent and reſentful paſſions. Becauſe 
they were little better than ſavages in human ſhape; who 
too often made a merit of laughter, aud took a horrid pride 
in fpilling blood: while CHRIST was the Prince of peace, 
and came not to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave. Becauic 
any madman on earth, or fury from hell, is capable of vent- 
ing his rage: but who, amidſt ſuch unſufferable provecaticns 


1 
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hence it is, that we are not trembling under the 
lightnings of Mount Sinai; that we are not 
blaſted by the flames of divine vengeance ; or 
doomed to dwell with everlaſting burnings. 
YE frowning wentry Clouds; oceans pendent 
in the air, and burdening the. winds: He, in 


whoſe hand you are an overflowing ſcourge; _ 


or, by whoſe appointment, an arſenal of war- 
like ſtores * : He, who opens your fluices, and 
a flood guſhes forth, to deſtroy the fruits of the 
earth, and drown the huſbandman's hopes; who 
moulds you into frozen balls, and you are ſhot, 
and barbarities ; who, having in his own hand the power to 
reſcue himſelf, the power to avenge himſelf, could ſubmit to 


all with an unruffled ſerenity of patience; and not only not 
be exaſperated, but overcome, in ſo triumphant a manner, 


evil withgbo7? None but Cu ASH U none but CHRIST! This 


was compaſſion worthy of a Gop; clemency and charity 
truly di vine. 5 oh | „% ——•— 
Therefore, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent ob- 
jector, in another place, carrics its own confutation; or ra- 
ther, falls with a weight of inſamy on his dunghill deitics; 
while it bears a moſt honcurable teſtimony to the majeſtic and 
invincible meekneſs of our Saviour. — TV Ae, ſays he to the. 
Chriſtian, ra xyaruala H rhoidopuy xxl.rytiag, of avloy ye 
Toy Atowgov » Tov p Tapovia ti eoifopnoay, uk av wr 
x%ipuv annnnatag* Tov yt coy Otov Tapor]a xalaliuvoviegs xa non 
agg, vitv or ruf Ipacrayles u.a. Ibid. p. 404. i. e. 
You, indeed, take upon you to deride the images of our deities : 
but if Bacchus himſelf, or Hercules, had been preſent, you would 
nt have dared to offer ſuch an offront ; or if you had been ſo pre- 
ſumptuous, would ha ve ſeverely ſmarted for your in ſolence. Whereas, 


th:y who tormented the very perſon of your GD, and even ej, 


tended him with mor tal agony on the croſs, ſuffered no effefs of his 
diſpleaſure, „ V»l * 
* Favenal ſeems to conſider the clouds under this ſame 
aaraQer, in that beautiful line 
«* Quic quid kabent te lorum armamentar ia coeli. | 
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linked with death“, on the troops of his ene- 
mies: HE, inſtead of diſcharging the furiouſ- 
neſs of his wrath upon this guilty bead, poured 
out his prayers; poured out his fighs; poured 
out his very ſoul, for me and my fellow-tranſ.- 
greſſors: —that, by virtue of his ineſtimable 
propitiation, the overflowings of divine good- 
weill might be extended to ſinful men; that the 
Kkies might pour down righteouſneſs; and Peace 
on her downy wings, Peace with her balmy 
 bleflings, might deſcend to dwell on earth. 
NE vernalClouds; furls of finer air, folds of 
ſofter moiſture : He, who draws you, in copi- 
ous exhalations, from the briny deep; bids you 
leave every diſtaſteful quality behind, and be- 
come floating fountains of ſweeteſt waters: He, 
who diſſolves you into gentle rain. and diſmiſſes 
you in fruitful ſhowers : who kindly commil- 
ions you to drop down fatneſs as you fall, and 
to ſcatter flowers over the field: = HE, in the 
unutterable bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without 
any comforting ſenſe of his almighty Father's 
preſence : He, when his bones were burnt up 


3 Job has informed us for what purpoſe the magazines of 
the firmament are ſtocked with hail; that they may be ready 
againſt the day of battle and war. Job xxxviii. 2 3.—7cſhua has 
recorded what terrible ſlaughter has been made by thoſe 
wiſſive weapons of the Almighty, 7-/h. x. 11.—Modern hiſto- 
rians relate, that when Edward III. invaded France, a ſhower 
of hailſtones deſcended, of ſuch a prodigious ſize, that fix 
- thouſand horſes, and one thouſand men, were ſtruck dead 
inſtantancouſly.—But the moſt dreadful deſcription of this 
great. ordnance of the heavens is given us in Kev. xvi. 21. 
There fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every ſicne abcat 
the weight of a talent, © Pee CL 
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like a firebrand, had not one drop of that ſa- 
cred conſolation, which, on many of his afflicted 
ſervants, has been diſtilled as the evening dews, 
and has © given ſongs in the night” of diftreſs ; 

—that, from this unallayed and inconſolable 
anguiſh of our all-gracious Maſter, we, as from 
a well of ſalvation, might derive large draughts 


of ſpiritual refreſhment. 


THOU grand ethereal Bow; whats bemities 7 


fluſh the firmament, and charm every ſpeCta- 


tor: He, who paints thee on the fluid ſkirts of 
the ſky; who decks thee with all the pride of 
colours, and bends thee into that graceful and 
majeſtic figure; at whoſe command thy vivid 


ſtreaks ſweetly riſe, or ſwiftly fade: — H, 


through all his life, was arrayed in the bumble 


garb of Poverty ; and, at his exit, wore the gor- 


gerous garment of Contempt; inſomuch that 
even his own familiar friends, aſhamed or afraid 

to own him, © hid as it were their faces from 
% him*:”—to teach us a becoming diſdain for 
the ubſabfzntial and tranſitory glitter of all 
worldly vanities: to introduce us, in robes 
brighter than the tinges of thy reſplendent arch; 
even in the robes of his own immaculate righte 
ouſneſs, to introduce us before that auguſt 
and venerable throne, which the peaceful rain - 

bow ſurrounds ; ſurrounds as a pledge of i in- 


violable fidelity, and infinite mercy. 
* Ta. liii. 3. Von n nD3)d, Fuit tanquam aliqnis, a qr 


quiſque faciem occultaret. He was as ſome flagitious and aban- 
dned wretch, from whom every one, diſdaining ſuch a charac- 
ter, and diſclaiming ſuch an acquaintance, W bid - 
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YE Storms and Tempeſts, which vex the con- 


tinent, and toſs the ſeas; which daſh navies on 


the rocks, and drive foreſts from their roots: 


He, whoſe breath rouſes you into ſuch refiſt- 


leſs fury, and whoſe nod controls you in your 
_ wildeſt career: He, who holds the rapid and 


raging hurricane in ſtraitened reins; and 
walks, dreadfully ſerene, on the very wings of 


the winds: HE went, all meek and gentle, like 
a lamb to the ſlaughter for us; and, as a ſheep 
before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not 
his mouth. —Thus are we inſtructed to bear, 
with decent magnanimity, the various aſſaults 


55 ad verfity; and to paſs, with a becoming tran- 
quillity of temper, through all the rude blaſts | 


of injurious treatment. Thus are we delivered 
from the unutterably fiercer ſtorms of incenſed 
and jnexorable juſtice; from the“ fire, the 
*© brimſtone, and the horrible tempeſt, which 


e will be the final portion of the ungodly.” 


THOU Pe/tilence that ſcattereſt ten thouſand 


_ poiſons from thy baleful wings, tainting the 


air, and infeing the nations; under whole 


malignant influence joy is blaſted, and Nature 
ſickens; mighty regions are depopulated, and 


once crowded cities are left without inhabitants: 
He, who arms thee with inevitable deſtruction, 
and bids thee march before his angry counte- 
' nance , to ſpread deſolation among the tents of 
the wicked, and be the forerunner of far more 
fearful indignation : HE, in his holy humanity, 
Was arraigned as a criminal; and, though inno- 
1 Before him went the peſtilence. Hab. iii. 3. © 


7 , ⅛— rf 


2. 


re 


© = 


cence itſelf, yea, the very pattern of perfection, 


was condemned to die, like the moſt execrable 
miſcreant. As a nuiſance to ſociety, and the 
very bane of the public happineſs, he wos hur- 


ried away to execution, and hammered to the 


gibber :—that, by his blood, he might prepare 


a ſovereign medicine, to cure us of a more fatal 


diſtemper than the peſtilence which walketh 
in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs which deſtroyeth 
at noon-day: that he might himſelf ſay to our 
laſt enemy,“ O death, I will be thy plagues; 


„O grave, I will be thy deſtruction ®.” _ 


HEAT, whoſe burning influence parches che 


Libyan wilds; tans into ſoot the Ethiopran's 


complexion; and makes every ſpecies of life 
pant, and droop, and languiſh : Cold, whoſe _ 


icy breath glazes yearly the Ruſſian ſeas ; often 


glues the frozen ſailor to the cordage ! and 


ſtiffens the traveller into a ſtatue of rigid fleſh : 
— HE, who ſometimes blends you both, and pro- 
duces the moſt agreeable temperature ; ſome- 


times ſuffers you to act ſeparately, and rage 
with intolerable ſeverity ; that King of heaven, 
and controller of univerſal nature, when dwel- 
ling in a tabernacle, of clay, was expoſe l to 


chilling damps, and mitten by ſultry beams. 
The ſtars, in their midnight- -watches, heard 


him pray; and the ſun, in his meridian fervours, 
ſaw him toil —Hence are our frozen hearts 
diſſolved into a mingled flow of wonder, love, 
and Joy ; being conſcious ofa deliverance trons 


8 Ho /. xili. 14. 
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| thoſe inſufferable flames, which, kindled by di. 


vine indignation, burn to the loweſt hell. 
I H OU Ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, 
who ſunk that capacious bed for thy reception, 
and poured the liquid element into unfathom- 
able channels; 1 whom, all thy foaming 
billows, and floating mountains, are as the ſmall 
drop of a bucket; who, by the leaſt intimation 
of his will, ſwells thy fluid kingdoms, in wild 
confuſion, to mingle with the clouds ; or re- 
' duces them, in calm compeſure, to ſlumber on 
the ſhores: He, who once gave thee a warrant 
to overwhelm the whole earth, and bury all its 
_ degenerate inhabitants in a watery grave; but 
has now laid an everlaſting embargo on thy 

boiſterous waves ; and bound thee, all fierce 


and madding as thou art, in chains ſtronger | 


than adamant, yet formed of deſpicable ſand ; 
 —all the waves of vengeance and wrath, of tri- 
bulation and anguiſh, paſſed over HIS crucified 
body, and HIS agonizing ſoul; that we might 


emerge from thoſe depths of miſery, from that 
abyſs of guilt, into which we were plunged by 


Adam's fall, and more irretrievably ſunk by our 
own tranſgreſſions : that, at the laſt, we might 
be reſtored to that happy world, which is repre- 
| ſented, in the viſion of Gop, as having“ no 
* ſea®,” to denote its perpetual ftability, and 
undiſturbed ſerenity. EE, Fes 


E Mountains, that overlook the clouds, and 


projcct a ſhade into diſtant provinces: everlalt- 
ing pyramids of Nature, not io be ſhaken by 
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conflicting elements; not to be ſhattered by the 


bolts of thunder ; nor impaired even by the 
ravages of Time: — He, who bid your ridges riſe 
ſo high, and your foundations ſtand ſo faſt : 


He, in whoſe! ſcale you are lighter than duſt; 
in whoſe eye you are leſs than nothing: HE 


ſunk beneath a load of woes; woes inſupport- 
able, but not his own; when he took our ini- 
quities upon himſelf, and heaved the more than 
mountainous burden from a guilty world. 
_ YE verdant Woods, that crown our hills, and 


are crowned yourſelves with leafy honours « 


Ye humble Shrubs, adorned, in ſpring, with 
opening bloſſoms; and fanned, in ſummer, by 
gentle pales : Ye, that in diſtant climes, or in 


cultivated gardens, breathe out ſpicy odours, : 


and embalm the air with delightful perfumes: — _ 
your all-glorious and ever-blefledCreator's head 
was encircled with the throny wreath ; his face 
was defiled with contumelious ſpitting ; and his 
body bathed in a bloody ſweat : that we might 
wear the crown, the crown of glory, which fa- 
deth not away; and live for evermore, ſur- 
rounded with delights, as much ſurpaſſing 
yours, as yours exceed the rugged deſolations 
of winter. 1 S146 MY Ong 

THOU mantling Vine; He, who hangs on 
thy ſlender ſhoots the rich, tranſparent, weighty 
cluſter ; who, under thy unornamented foliage, 
and amidſt the pores of thy otherwiſe worth- 
leſs bough, prepares the liquor,—the refined 
and exalted liquor, which cheers the nations, 
and fills the cup of joy : Trees, whole branches 
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are elevated and waving in air; . or diffuſed in 
eaſy confinement along a ſunny wall: He, who 
bends you with a lovely burden of delicious 
fruits; whoſe genial warmth beautifies their 

rind, and mellows their taſte HE, when vo- 
luntarily ſubject to our wants, inſtead of being 


refreſhed with your generous juices, or u gra 


with your lucious pulp, had a loathſome 
tion of vinegar, mingled with gall, addreſſed to 

his lips :—that we might ſit under the'ſhadow 
of his merits, with great tranquillity and the ut- 
moſt complacency ;| that, ere long. being admit- 
ted into the paradiſe of Gop, we might eat of 

the Tree of Life “, and drink new wine with 
| him in his Father's kingdom. 


V luxuriant Meadows ; He who, without | 


the ſeedman's induſtry, repleniſhes your irrigu- 
lous lap with never-failing crops of herbage; 
and enamels their cheerful green with flowers 
of every hue :—Ye fertile Fields; He, who bleſ- 
| ſes the labours of the huſbandman ; enriches 
your well tilled plains with waving harve ſts, and 
calls forth the ſtaff of life from your furrows : 

He, who cauſes both meadows and fields to 


laugh and ſing, for the abundance of plenty; 


HE was no ſtranger to corroding hunger, and 
| parching thirſt ; he, alas! ate the bitter bread 


of woe, and had „ plenteouſneſs of tears to 


drink: —that we might partake of richer 
dainties than thoſe which are produced by the 
dev of heaven, and proceed from the fatnels of 
. che earths that we might feed on“ the Nauen 
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10 W and eat the bread which giveth life, 
eternal life, unto the world. 

YE Mines, rich in yellow ore, or bright with | 
veins of filver; that diſtribute your ſhining 
treaſures as far as winds can waft the veſſel of 
commerce; that beſtow your alms on monarchs, 
and have princes for your penſioners :—Ye 
beds of Gems, toy ſhops of Nature! which form, 
in dark retirement, the glittering ſtone ; Dia» 
monds, that ſparkle with a brilliant water; Ru- 
bies, that grow with a crimſon flame; Emeralds, 
dipped in the freſheſt verdure of ſpring; Sap- 
phires, decked with the faireſt drapery of the 
iky; Topaz, emblazed with a golden gleam ; 
Amethyſt, impurpl-d with the bluſhes of the 
morning: — He, who tinctures the metallic duſt, 
and conſolidates the lucid drop; HE, when ſo- T 


journing on earth, had no riches but the riches 


of difintereſted benevolence; had no ornament 
but the ornament of vnſpotted purity. Poor 
he was in his circumſtances, and mean in all 
his accommodations; that we might be rich in 
grace, and“ obtain falvation with eternal glory:” 
that we might inhabit the new 7eruy/alem ; that 


ſplendid city! whoſe ſtreets are paved with gold; 


whoſe gates are formed of pearl ; and the walls 
garnithed with all manner of precious ſtones “. 

YE guſhing Fountains, that trickle portable 
filver through the matted graſs : ye fine tranſ- 


parent Streams, that glide, in cryſtal waves, 


along your fringed banks: ye deep and ſtately 
Rivers, that wind and wander in your courſe, 
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to ſpread your favours wider; chat gladden 
kingdoms in your progreſs, and augment the 
ſea with your tribute: — He, who ſupplies all 
your currents from his own ever- flowing and 


inexhauſtible liberality : HE, when his nerves 


were racked with exquiſite pain, and his blood 
inflamed by a raging fever, cried, IIHIXST ; 
and was denied (unparalleled hardſhip !) in 
this his great extremity, was denied the poor re- 
 freſhmentof a ſingle drop of water: — that we, 
having all ſufficiency in allthings, might abound 
to every good work, might be filled with the 
fulneſs of ſpiritual bleſſings here, and hereafter 

be ſatisfied with the fulneſs of joy, which | is at 
SGop's right hand for evermore. 

Le Birds, cheerful tenants of he bough, 
gaily dreſſed in gloſſy plumage ; who wake the 
morn, and folace the groves, with your artleſs 
lays : inimitable architects! who, without rule 
or line, build your penſile ſtructures, with all 
the nicety of proportion: you have each his 
commodious neſt, roofed with ſhades, and 
lined with warmth, to protect and cheriſh the 
callow brood. But He, who tuned your throats 

to harmony, and taught you that curious ſkill: 

HE was a man of ſorrows, and had not where 
to lay his head; had not where to lay his head, 

till he felt the pangs of diſſolution, and was laid 
iz the ſilent grave: — that we, dwelling under 
the wings of Omnipotence, and reſting in the 
boſom of infinite Love, might ſpend an harmo- 
nious eternity, in“ ſinging the ſong of Moses 
and of the LAMB. „„ 
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BEES, induſtrious workmen ! that ſweep, 
with buſy wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch 
the blooming heath; and ſip the mellifluous 
dews : ſtrangers to idleneſs ! that ply, with in⸗ 
ceſſant aſſiduity, your pleaſing taſk ; and ſuffer 
no opening bloſſom to paſs unexplored, no 
ſunny gleam to ſlip away unimproved: moſt 
ingenious artificers! that cling to the fragrant 
buds; drain them of their treaſured ſweets; 
and extract (if I may ſo ſpeak) even the odori- 
ferous ſouls of herbs, and plants, and flowers: 
—you, when you have completed your work; 
have collected, refined, and ſecurely lodged 


the ambroſial ſtores; when you might reaſon- 


ably expect the peaceful fruition of your ac- 
quifitions ; you, alas! are barbarouſly deſtroy- 


ed, and leave your hoarded delicacies to others; 
leave them to be enjoyed by your very mur. 


derers. I cannot bur pity your hard deſtiny! 
—How then ſhould my bowels melt with 
ſympathy, and my eyes flow with tears“, when 
| remember, that thus, thus it fared with your 
and our incarnate Maker ! After a life of the 


moſt exemplary and exalted piety; a life filled 


with offices of beneficence, and labours of love; 


HE was, by wicked hands, crucified and lain,” 5 


He left the honey of his toil, the balm of his 
blood, and the riches of his obedience, to be 
ſhared among others; to be ſhared even among 
thoſe, who too often crucify him afreſh, and 
put him to open ſhame. - 


. canſt thou, ungrateful man, His torments ſee, TO 
Nor Ow! a fear for Him who * his blood for thee l 
5 Firr Poems, 
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SHALL I mention the animal which ſpins 
her ſoft. her ſhining, ber exquiſitely fine „ien 
thread“! whoſe matchleſs manufactures lend 
an ornament to Grandeur, and make Royalty 
itſelf more magnificent. —ShallI take notice of 
the cell, in which, when the gaiety and buſineſs 
of life are over, the little recluſe immures 
Herſelf, and ſpends the remainder of her days 
in retirement ?—Shall I rather obſerve the ſe. 


_ pulchre, which, when cloyed with pleaſure, and | 


weary of the world, ſhe prepares for her own 
Interment ? Or how, when a ſtated period is 
elapſed, ſhe wakes from a death-like inactivity; 
breaks the incloſure of her romb; throws off 
the duſky ſhroud; aſſumes a new form; puts 
on a more ſumptuous array; and, from an in- 
| ſect creeping on the ground, becomes a winged 
inhabitant of the air ?—No: this is a poor rep- 


No one. I hope, will be offended at my introducing, on 
: fach an occaſion, creatures of fo low a rank. Since even the 
volumes of inſpiration ſeem to lend m the ſanction of their 
| ſacred authority; as they diſdain not to compare the bleſſed 
Jesus toa door, a highway, &c. And, perhaps, all compa- 
riſons, which reſpect a being of infinite dignity, are not 
only mean, but «qu ih mean and unworthy. _ 
Lam ſenſible, likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome 
others, all the circumſtances are not completely correſpon- 
dent. But if, in /me grand particulars, the reddition an- 
ſwers to the deſcription; this, I truſt, will be ſufficient for 
my purpoſe, and ſatisfactory to my readers.—Perhaps it 
would be no miſtaken caution to apply the ſame obſcrva- 
tion to many of the beautiful ſimilitudes, parables, and al- 
| legories, uſed by our Lon p; ſuch as the brazen ſerpent, the 
unj ut ſteward, the thief in the night, Cc. which, if ſcrupu— 
louſly fifted, or rigorouſly ſtrained, for an entire coincidence 
di eder) cireumſtance, muſt- appear to great ene, 

and lead into palpable inconveniencits. 
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tile; and therefore unworthy to ſerve as an 
illuſtration, when any character of the Son of 
 Gop comes under conſideration, But let me 
correct myſelf. Was not CurisT (to uſe the 
language of his own bleſſed Spirit) a worm, and 
no man * ? in appearance ſuch, and treated as 
ſuch, Did he not alſo bequeath the fine linen 
of bis own moſt perfect righteouſneſs, to com- 
poſe the marriage-garment for our diſarrayed 
and defiled ſouls ? Did he not, before his fleſh 
| e ED En i 86 
| + This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in the two 
volumes, refer to the active and paſſive righteouſneſs of 
CHR1ST, imputed to believers, for their juſtification : which, 
in the opinion of many great ex poſitors, is the myſtical and 
the moſt ſublime meaning of the wedding-garment, ſo empha- 
tically and forcibly recommended bythe Teacher ſent from 
God, Matth. xxii. 11. A docrine, which ſome of thoſe who 
honour my Meditations with a peruſal, probably may not 
receive with much, if any, approbation. I hope, the whole, 
performance will not be caſhicred, for one diſſerence in ſenti- 
n ment. And I beg, that the ſentiment itſelf may not haſtily 
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e be rejected, without a ſerious hearing. For | have the 
ir pleaſure of being intimately acquainted with a gentleman 
dot good learning, and diſtinguiſhed ſenſe, who had once as 
* —_ prepoſſe s againſt this tenet as can well be ima- 
ined. Yet row he not only admits it, as a truth; but em- 


aces it, as the joy of his heart; and cleaves to it, as the 
e rock of his hopes. | 


A clear and cogent treatiſe. entitled, Submiſſion to the Righ- 


of teouſneſs of GoD, was the inſtrument of removing his pre- 

or judices, and reducing him to a better judgment. In which 

it he has been happily confirmed, by the authority of the moſt 

4 ulufirious names, — works of the moſt eminent pens, 

al- that have ever adofned our church and nation. In this 
be number are, —Biſhop Jewe!, one of our great reformers; 
- and the other venerable compilers of our homilies ;—Arch- 


biſhop Uſer, that oracle of univerſal learning ;—Biſhop 
e, Hell, the devout and fprightly orator of his age;—the 
| copious and fervent Biſhop Hopkins ;—the ſingularly good 
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ſaw corruption, emerge triumphant from the 
grave; and not only mount the lower firma- 
ment, but aſcend the heaven of heavens; tak- 
ing poſſeſſion of thoſe ſublime abodes, in our 
name. and as our forerunner ? 5 
VECattie, that reſt in your incloſed paſtures; 
ye Beaſts, that range the unlimited foreſt; ye 

Fiſb, that rove through trackleſs paths of the 
| ſea: Sheep, clad in garments, which, when left 


and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge ;—that everlaſting honour 


of the bench of judicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Halen the 


nervous, florid, and perſuaſive Dean Stanhope ; the prac- 
tical and perſpicuous Mr. Burtitt ;—and, to ſummon no 
bother evidence, that matchleſs genius Milton ; who, in vari- 
ous parts of his divine poem, inculcates this comfortable 
_ truth; and, in one paſſage, repreſents it under the very ſame 
image which is made uſe of above. Book X. line 222. : 
1 had almoſt forgot to mention, that the treatiſe, entitled, 
Submiſſion, &e. was written by Mr. Benjamin Jenks —whoſe 
hook of De votions has deſervedly paſſed through eleven edi- 
tions; is truly admirable for the ſublimity, ſpirituality, 
and propriety, of the ſentiments; as well as for the conciſe 
form, and pathetic turn, of the expreſhon : Whoſe book 
of Meditations, though no leſs worthy of l'acceptance, 
has, for a conſiderable time, been almoſt unknown and ex- 
tinct. But it is now revived, and is lately publiſhed, in two 
coctavo volumes, by Mr. eme Ri For which ſer- 
vice he has my thanks; I flatter myſelf, he will have the 
thanks of the public: as I am perſuded, could Religion 
aud Virtue ſpeak, he would have their acknowledgments 
alſo. Since few treatiſes are more happily calculated, to 
_ repreſent religion in its native beauty, and to promote the 
intereſts of genuine virtue. On which account, I truſt, the 
candid will excuſe me, and the judicious will not condemn me, 
even though the recommendation of thoſe Devotions and of 
| theſe Meditations may appear to be a digreflion from my 
© N. B. „ Should the reader be inelined to examine the 
„ afore-mentioned tenet, he will fiad it ſtated, diſcuſſed, 
and applied to its due improvement, in apiece, entitled, 
„TIRO and A8 As 10.“ | „ 
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by you, are wore by kings; Kine, who feed on 

verdure, which, tranſmuted in your bodies, and 
ſtrained from your udders, furniſhes a repaſt 

for queens Lions, roaring after your prey; Le- 

_ viathan, taking your paſtime in the great deep = 
with all that wing the firmament, or tread the 
ſoil, or ſwim the wave :—He, who ſpreads his 
cver hoſpitable board; who admits you all to 
be his continual gueſts; and ſuffers you to want 
no manner of thing that is good: HE was deſti- 
rute, aMicted, tormented : He endured all that 

was miſerable and reproachful ; in order to exalt 
a degenerate race, who had debaſed tbemſelves to 
a level with the beaſts that periſh, unto ſeats of 
_ diſtinguiſhed and immortal honour ; in order io 
introduce the ſlaves of ſin, and heirs of hell, into 
manſions of conſummate and everlaſting bliſs, 
| SURELY, the contemplation of ſuch a ſub- 
ject. and the diſtant anticipation of ſuch a hope, 
may almoſt turn earth into heaven, and make 
even inanimate nature vocal with praiſe, Let it 
then break forth from every creature. Let the 
meaneſt feel the inſpiring impulſe; let the greateſt 
acknowledge themſelves unable, worthily te to ex- 
p8preſs the ſtupendous goodneſss. 
Praiſe HIM, ye In/efs, that crawl on the 
ground; who, though bigh above all height, 
humbled himſelf to dwell in duſt, Birds of the 1 
air, waft on your wings, and warble in your 
notes, HIS praiſe; who, though Lok p of the 
celeſtial abodes, while ſojourning on earth, 
wanted a ſhelter commodious as your neſts.— 


0 "SIO world of Brutes, join with the gentle 
4 a2: 
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: ſongſters of the ſhade, and howl to HIM your 
hoarſe applauſe; who breaks the jaw-bones of 


the infernal lion; who ſoftens into mildneſs the 


ſavage diſpoſition; and bids the wolf lie down, 
in amicable agreement, with the lamb. Bleat 
out, ye Hills; let broader /aws be reſponſive from 


the Vales; ye Forefts catch, and ye Rocks retain, | | 


the inarticulate hymn ; becauſe MEss1an the 
Prince feeds his flock, like a ſhepherd. He gathers 
the lambs with his arm; he carries them in his 
boſom ; and gently leads thoſe that are with young“. 
Wave, ye ſtately Cedars, in ſign of worſhip, 


wave your branching heads to HIM, who 


meekly bowed his own, on the accurſed tree. 
_ Pleaſing Proſpects, ſcenes of beauty, where niceſt 


Art conſpires with laviſh Nature to form a pa- 


radiſe below; lay forth all your charms, and in 
all your charms confeſs yourſelvesa mere blank, 
compared with his amiableneſs, who is © faireſt 
among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.” 
Drop down, ye Showers ; and teſtify, as you 
Fall; teſtify of HIS grace, which deſcends more 


copiouſiy than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly 
than the dew. Let ſighing Gales breathe, and 


murmuring Rivulets flow; breathe and flow in 


harmonious confonance to HIM; whoſe Spirit 


is far more reviving than the cooling breeze; 
who is himfclf the Fountain of living waters. 
VX Liphtnings, blaze to HIS honour ; ye 
 Thunders,tound HIS praiſe ; while reverberating 
clouds return the roar, and bellowing 9ceans 
propagate the tremendous anthem.— Muteſt of 
creatures, add your ſilent oratory, and diſplay 
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| the triumphs of HIS meekneſs; who, though 
he maketh the clouds his chariot, and treadeth 
upon the waves of the ſea; though the thunder 
is his voice, and the lightning his ſword of 
juſtice ; yet, amidſt the moſt abuſive and cruel 
injuries. was ſubmiſſive, and lifted not his hand; 
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was dumb, and opened not his mouth.” — 


Great Source of day addreſs thy radiant homage 
to a far ſublimer ſun. Write, in all thy ample 
round, with every lucid beam, O! write ateſti- 
mon to HIM, who is the brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's glory; who is the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
to a ſinful world; and is rifen. never to go 
don; is riſen to be our everlaſting light.— 
Shane clear, ye Skies ; look gay, thou Earth; let 


the Flocds clap their hands, and let every crea- 


ture wear a ſmile; for he cometh, the CREATOR. 
_ himſclf cometh, to be maniteſted ia the fleſh; 
and with him comes pardon, peace, and joy; 


| every virtue, and all felicity, comes in his train. 


 —Angels and Archangels, let your ſongs be of 
JESUS, and teach the very heavens to echo 
with his adored and majeſtic name. Ye beheld 
bim, with greater tranſports of admiration, 
when you attended his agony in the garden, and 
ſaw him proſtrate on the ground, than when 
you beheld univerſal Nature rifing at his call, 
and faw the wonders of his creating might. 
1 une to loftieſt notes your golden harps, and 
waken raptures unknown before even in hea- 
venly breaſts; while all that has breath ſwells 
the concert of harmony, and all chat bas Peng = 
x uniics in che Wide of praiſe. i 
- A. a 3 
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Chiefly, let Man exalt his voice; let man, with 
_ diſtinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the REDEEMER, 
For man, he was ſtretched on the racking croſs; 
for man, he was conſigned to the gloomy ſe- 
pulchre; for man, he procured grace unmea- 
ſurable, and bliſs inconceivable. —However dif- 
_ ferent, therefore, in your age, or more different 
in your circumſtances, be unanimous, O men, in 
magnifying a Saviour, who is no reſpecter of 
3 who gave himſelf a ranſom for all.— 
Bend, ye Kings, from your thrones of ivory and 
gold; in your robes of imperial purple, fall pro- 
itrate at HIS feet; who forſook anobler throne, 
and laid aſide more illuſtrious enſigns of maje- 
ſttiy, that you might reign with Gop for ever 
_ andever.—Children of Poverty, meaneſt of mor- 
tals, (if any can be called poor, who are thus 
Enriched; if any can be accounted mean, who 
are thus ennobled), rejoice, greatly rejoice, in 
Go your Saviour; who choſe to be indigent, 
Was willing to be contemned, that you might 
be entitled to the treaſures, and be numbered 
with the princes, of heaven. — Sons of 4fliftion, 
_ though harafled with pain, and inured to an- 
guiſh, O! change yqur groans into ſongs of 
gratitude, Let no complaining, voice, no jar- 
ring ſtring, be heard, in the univerſal ſymphony; 
but g/orify the LAMB even in the fires * ; who 
himſelf bore greater torment than you feel; 
and has * you a ſhare in the joy which 
he inherits; who has made your ſufferings ſhort, 
and will make your reſt eternal. — Men of hoary 
locks, bending beneath a weight of years, and 
LL 8 
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; tottering on the brink of the grave; let CHRIS 
be your ſupport, under all infirmities; lean 
upon CHRIST, as the rock of your ſalvation. 


Let his name, his precious name, form the laſt 


accents, which quiver on your pale expiring 


| lips. —And let this be the firſt, that liſps on 


your tongues, ye tender Infants. Remember 
your REDEEMER, in your earlieſt moments. 
Device the choice of your hours to the learn- 
ing of His will, and the chief of your ſtrength 


to the glorifying of HIS name; who, in the 


perfection of health, and the very prime of 
manhood, was content to become a motionleſs 
and ghaſtly corpſe, that you might be girt with 
the vigour, and clothed with the bloom, of 


cternal youth. 1 


YE Spirits of juſ men made perfect, who are 


releaſed from the burden of the fleſh, and freed 


from all the vexatious folicitations of corrup- 


tion in yourſelves ; delivered from all the inju- 


no longer in the tents of Strife, or the territories. 


of Diforder; but are received into that pure, 


| harmonious, holy ſociety, where every one acts 


up to his amiable and exalted character; where 
Soy himſelf is pleaſed graciouſly and immedi- 
ately to preſide — You find, not without plea- 
ſing aſtoniſhment, your hopes improved into 
actual enjoyment, and your faith ſuperſeded by 
the beatific viſion. You feel all your former 
ſhyneſs of behaviour, happily loſt in the over- 
flowings of unbounded love; and all your little 
differences of opinion, entirely bore down by 
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tides of invariable truth. Bleſs, therefore, with 
all your enolar 8 powers, bleſs · his infinitely 

s; who, when he had overcome © 
the 1 of death, opened the gates of pa- 
radiſe, opened the kingdom of heaven, to all 
” generations, and to every denomination of * 


larger goodne 


5 faithful. 


Ve Men of holy e and i tem · 
pers, think of HIM, who loved you, and uaſbed 
von from your fins in his own blood. Think of 
him, on your ſilent couch; talk of him. in every 
| ſocial interview. Glory in his excellencies; 


make your boaſt of his oils) and add, ſtill 
continue to add, the incenſe of a dutiful life, 


to all the oblations of a grateful tongue. 
Weakeſt of believers, who go mourning under a 

| ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting with the ceaſeleſs 
_ aſſaults of Temptation; put off yohr ſackcloth, 5 
and be girded with gladneſs. Becauſe IE SsUS is 
as merciful to hear, as he is mighty to help. 
Becauſe he is touched with the tendereſt ſym- 
pathizing concern for all our diſtreſſes; and he 
| lives, ever lives, to be your Advocate with the " 
FATHER. Why then ſhould uncaſy doubts _ 
ſadden your countenances? why ſhould de- 
ſponding fears oppreſs your ſouls ? Torn, turn 
thoſe diſconſolate fighs into cheerful hymns; = 
ſince you have his powerful interceſ/ion, and his 
ineſtimable merits, to be your anchor in ll tri-. 


dulations, to be your paſſporr i into eter nal blcſ- 
| Tedneſs | 


MOST of all. ye Minifters as the Y 
| heralds commiſſioned rom above; "wy uy 
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tains; and ſpread far and wide the honours of 


| the LAMB, „that was flain, but is alive for 
_ * evermore.” Teach every ſacred roof, to re- 


ſound with his fame; and every human heart, 
to glow with his love. Declare, as far as the 


force of words will go, declare the incxhauſtible 
fulneſs of that great atonement, whoſe merits. 
are commenſurate with the glories of rhe Di- 
_ viniTY *, Tell the finful wretch, what pity. 
pearns in IMMANUEL's bowels ; what blood he 
his ſpilt, what agonies he has endured, what 
wonders he has wrought, for the ſalvation of 


ii: in this place and others, L have ſpoken magnif. 
cently of the blood of CHRIS r, and its inſuperable efficacy 
to expiate guilt; | think, it is no more than is expreſſed in 


aà very celebrated hymn, written by one of the greateſt wits, 
who had alſo been one of the greateſt [ibertines, and after- 


wards commenced one of the moſt remarkable penitents, in 
France: A hymn, which even Mr. Bayle confeſſes to be a 


er) fine one; which another great critic calls an admirable 
one; and which a genius ſuperior to them both recom. 


mends as a noble one. (See Sp RT. Vol. VII. Ne 313) 


Ihe author, having acknowledged his crimes to be be- 


vyodid meaſure heinous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs pro- 
. ſo provoking, as to render tears from ſuch eyes 


oſſenſive, and prayers from ſuch lips abominable; —- com- 
poſes himſelf to ſubmit, without the Jeaſt repining ſenti - 

merrt; to ſubmit, even with praiſe and adoration, to the 
moſt dreadful doom. Accordingly, he ſtands in rehgned 
__ expectation of being inſtantly ſtruck by the bolts of ven- 


gtcance: but - with a turn of thought equally ſurpriſing and 
 1prightly; with a faith properly founded, and happily firm; 


de adds, 


ver where ! o where | canev'n thy thunders 1 
„ CHRIST's blood oferipreads and ſhields me from them all,” 
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one, his voice like a trumpet, and loudly pro- 
claim the REDEEMER. Get ye up, ye Ambaſ- 
ſadors of peace, get ye up into the high moun- 
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his enemies. Invite the indigent, to become 
rich; entreat the guilty, io accept of pardon ; 
betauſe with the crucified Jes Fs is plenteous 
redemption, and all-ſufficiency to ſave, —While 
you, placed in conſpicuous ſtations, pour the 
Joyful ſound ; may I, as I ſteal through the vale 
ol humble life, catch the pleaſing accents! For 
me, the Author of all bleſſings became a curle; 
for me, his bones were diſlocated, and his fleſh 
was torn ; he hung with ſtreaming veins, and 


an agonizing ſoul, on the croſs, for me. O0! 


may I. in my little ſphere, and amidit the ſcaory 
circle of my acquaintance, at leaſt whiſper theſe 
glad tranſporting tidings ; whiſper them from 


85 my own heart, that they may lucely reach, and 


7s ſweetly penetrate, theirs. 


But, when men and angels raiſe the grand 
| hymn ; when all worlds, and all beings, add 
their collective acclamations ; this full, fervent, 


and univerſal chorus will be ſo inferior to the 
riches of the REDEEMER'S grace; ſo diſpropor- 
_ Fionate to the magnificence of his glory, that it 
will ſeem but to debaſe the unutterable ſubject 


TS attempts to exalt, The loud Hallelujah vill 


| die away, in the ſolemn mental eloquence of 


5 proſtrate, rapturous, ſilent adoration. 


O goodneſs inſnite? goodneis immenſe! 


Ad love that pa etb knowledge ! — Words are vain; 


Language is loſt in wonders ſo divine. 


G Come ics ot SILENCE, muſe his praiſe,” 
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